[bookmark: _GoBack]Official Minutes of the Fifteenth Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union Held in Washington, D. C, on June 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1892.

Milwaukee, Wis.
Published by the Freidenker Publishing Co., 1892.




(p. 2): [Intentionally left blank]

Fifteenth Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union Held in Washington, D. C.
on June 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1892.


FIRST DAY.
Washington, D. C., June 19, 1892.

Morning Session.
Opened by the First Speaker of the National Executive Committee.
The First Speaker of the National Executive Committee Turner Hugo Münch opened the Fifteenth Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union with the following address:
“Turners and delegates of the 15th Convention!
I welcome you, the representatives of the mighty North American Gymnastic Union, who came from all parts of this large, free country to discuss earnest matters in an earnest fashion at this place that gave birth to our Union 27 years ago.
How different the Union is today compared to the small and modest beginning! How various and unpredictable the blows it endured from fate! How many of the courageous supporters who fought nobly for its goals are gone from us forever!
However, for every exhausted arm that dropped the flag of progress double replacement rose. Today, the army of those who are ready to offer their highest zeal and dearest possessions for the accomplishment of our ideals has grown tremendously.
So let us, who have or guard our fathers’ heritage today, remember those pioneers in the field of the gymnastics who, in self-sacrificing devotion to freedom and humanism, sowed laboriously that first seed from which we are now called to gather the harvest.
Without the fire of that enthusiasm, without that willingness for self-sacrifice intrinsic to the political fugitives of the 30s and 40s, the Gymnastic Union would have lacked its freedom and progress oriented structure which is the sole reason for the intellectual growth and tenaciously accomplished results.


(p. 4)
	Some things turned out not as expected. The Union marches upon a path that seemed impossible back then. Changed circumstances demand all that. However, we continue to work in accordance with the beliefs of the “elders”. And they would be the last ones to tolerate our stopping at what we’ve accomplished.
	We have good reason to proclaim our accomplishments especially in the area of the American youth education, a field where lots of weeds grew rampant and many areas lay barren.
	It is not as if we were finished. No, there are still more battles with obstinate conservativism and unwilling nativism to be won before we could pronounce the complete victory of the noble cause. However, the wall of prejudice and rigid puritanism has been dealt a mighty blow and the legion of our well prepared gymnastic teachers is streaming triumphantly into the castle of the American public school!
	Significant thanks for this go to the spirit of the 1886 Convention that adopted the much insulted, grossly misunderstood Boston language decision.
	We understood the American culture and explained the German art of gymnastics to the American people. We removed the limits of exclusivity, however without sacrificing our uniqueness or the good German customs in any way.
	The first generation Americans, open to new concepts as they are, grasped our gymnastic system quickly and we just have to continue vigorously on the path we started in order to accomplish the highest of our goals.
	It is true that, next to the German gymnastics, a few other puny gymnastic systems are trying to get established and recognized, however we should not be petty or envious and complain about this. The real Turner ought to have a soft spot in his heart for every truly committed endeavor toward the gymnastic culture. Should it come to a competition between the different schools the German system, which is based on scientific foundations, will beat the systems put together from borrowed elements.
	However, if our Union wants to keep its current precedence and continue to conquer new territories it must first and foremost take special care to improve its Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	No significant campaign can be planed and no important battle won without capable and experienced leaders. The victory in the arena of physical education will belong to those who are equipped with the best weapons. Therefore, the Gymnastic Union must ensure that we never lack them. The Gymnastic Union possesses a jewel in the newly established Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and it must protect it very well.
	When managed under the right leadership, the school must be the strongest nursery for the true spirit of gymnastic culture and progressive efforts. No sacrifice may be too great for us to keep this institute at its highest possible level of performance.
	So, finding ourselves today in the somewhat embarrassing position that, after two years of diligent fundraising by some, we still lack part of the building costs should remind us to nudge our languid gymnastic societies to fulfil their honor obligation.
	After each Convention, the Turners take home a good and generous spirit.
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May this gathering strengthen the resolution to sacrifice all that is needed in the interest of the noble care for the human body.
	The fact that the founders of the art of gymnastics did not want to neglect the care for the intellect in a close connection to that of the body, that they could close their eyes to the burning questions of the present time appears to be still not understood and forgiven by many. As if one can hold it against the person striving for physical harmony that he wishes to work on his intellect as well! Indeed, we would be unworthy of the traditions of the Gymnastic Union and the memory of the heroes who built it if we wanted to suddenly disown our interest in the fate of the suffering people and sink like cowards into the large army of the complacent philistines who deplore the active thought and action.
	Admittedly, even among us there will always be difference in opinion about how much and in what direction the Turner ought to participate in the resolution of the current social and political issues. However, as long as everyone keeps the best interest of the Union as their highest goal and aims to fight for the freedom of the human race and progress our collaboration will remain productive and amicable and the difference in opinion will not cause any splits.
	It is appropriate to mention the fact again that since the last Convention four Chicago gymnastic societies, the “Chicago Gymnastic Society”, “Germania”, “South Side Gymnastic Society” and “Central Gymnastic Society” dropped out of the Gymnastic Union and together with another society that opposes our Union and its goals attempted to create a division in our midst.
	Thanks to the healthy Turner spirit, their attempt did not succeed – proof is the presence of all these delegates here as well as the annual statistics report you have in front of you.
	It is not necessary to delve into the reason for this rebellion here again. Apparently, the debate was caused and maintained by the different perception of our progressive program. Later, all sorts of accusations were added. You may find this explained ad nauseam at this point and so do we. The Executive Committee does not wish to influence your decision regarding this issue. We only recommend you keep in mind that sacrificing the well-being of the whole to the own thirst for power and ill feeling may not be tolerated or fueled so that the existence of the Gymnastic Union may not be put in danger. The Turner societies in Chicago, despite their former strength and position of authority, should not be spared the sanctions they deserve just like the small gymnastic society of Green Bay for the same sort of offense.
	And we could never recommend to embrace a regressive direction of actions because of these renegades. The Gymnastic Union has positioned itself firmly on the side of humanity and among the fighters for human rights.
	The views of its members about how the true republic of the people should be constructed may differ quite a bit, however the goal of the program we created is to achieve the highest degree of individual freedom and the purest form of intelligent self-government.
	No thinking and examining person can confuse this with the 
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doctrines of the crude lawlessness or the unrealistic structures of the unrestrained society state.
	What we want to achieve here is the highest possible development and freedom of every single person, the protection of the oppressed against the oppressors. One would think that it would be possible to unite all people of noble and progressive spirit upon this foundation.
	The fact that despite everything many of our demands for reform remain unheeded is to be attributed mostly to the stubbornly conservative Anglo-Americans who thus betray their origins. On the other hand, the representatives of the people appear willing listeners to the truly narrow-minded attacks against freedom practices that should be guaranteed. Puritan ideas that would make our World’s Fair the laughing stock of all civilized countries, nativist short-sighted suggestions to limit valuable immigration find willing advocates.
	It will be up to you to shed light onto these current topics and make the views of the Gymnastic Union heard.
	With this Convention, I step down for good from my official’s position in the Gymnastic Union. So, please allow me to express my heartfelt gratitude to my loyal colleagues in the National Executive Committee who brought me into this responsible position for a second time, as well as the leaders of our capable Union newspaper and the Turners from all states for their consideration and amicable attitude toward myself. This all turned several heavy duties into pleasant tasks. We can assure our successors that their endeavors for the continued well-being of our Union will find the tribute of true recognition from all Turners.
	And now – best wishes for a successful 15th Convention! May our goals be accomplished in the spirit of happy work and brotherliness!”

Election of the Temporary Convention Officials.
	After the address, Turner Hugo Münch declared the session opened. Upon Turner Th. Geiβelhardt’s proposal Turner I. Hohl from the Pittsburgh Turner district was nominated and then elected for temporary secretary by the session. 
	Turner Christoph Paulus from the Wisconsin Turner district nominated Turner G. W. Spier from the South Eastern Turner district for temporary speaker. Upon the proposal of Turner D. Sewards from New York the nomination was declared unanimous and the latter was elected by acclamation.

Committee for the Examination of the Mandates.
	Upon a proposal from Turner Karl Plum from Chicago the temporary speaker appointed the following committee for the examination of the mandates:
Heinrich Huhn, Turner district “Pacific”;
	Paul Karge, Turner district “Long Island;”
	F. Bertsch, Turner district “Ohio”;
	H. Hofferbert, Turner district “South Eastern”;
	Jac. Heintz, Turner district “New York”.

Adjournment.
	Turner W. C. Pollner from Turner district “Lake Erie” moved to adjourn until 11.40 am.

Break.
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Reading of the Executive Committee’s Report.
	After the session was re-opened, Turner Heinrich Braun from St. Louis read the Speaker’s report of the Executive Committee. Turner J. Tönsfeldt from St. Louis moved to hand in the other reports to the Committee for the Categorization of the Received Instructions without reading them. Motion granted.

Annual Report of the National Executive Committee.
To the gymnastic societies of the Gymnastic Union!
	Greetings! Yet another eventful year has passed. The storm of the discord in Turner district Chicago, whose causes we must examine closer at a later point, was crushed by the solid and healthy sense of the gymnastic societies loyal to the Union. Thus, despite the four Chicago societies leaving, the expected split in the Union did not happen; in fact, an increase in membership was noted.
	One district ceased to exist last year (Red River Turner district), however the number of gymnastic societies increased from 299 to 306. As of April 1, 39,472 members were registered, however new registrations have been received since and can be taken into account by the Convention so the total number of members exceeds 40,000. The most significant increases were in the larger districts, especially Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New England and St. Louis. On the other hand, New York, Chicago, Nebraska and a few others report decreasing numbers.
	The Executive Committee cannot complain regarding the general activities of the societies in physical exercises and intellectual endeavors. However, it is still true what has been said previously – the activities happen in the usual places and the disinterested societies and officials always remain the same. Too often, societies and districts receive lower marks in our reports only because their respective officials failed to submit the required reports. A belated or incorrect report is as bad as no report at all.
	Let us point out another failure related to this – the majority of the district conventions take place just before the national conventions so the proposals and instructions formulated there cannot be processed and announced before the national convention as they ought to be. We hope very much this will be changed.
	While pointing out the lessons learned from the big success of the divisional gymnastic fests we take the liberty to draw the Union’s, resp. the delegates’ attention to the observations made in the last year already, namely, whether the district, Union and divisional gymnastic fests possibly offer too many festivities and thus interrupt the regular physical exercises. In addition, these divisional gymnastic fests completely lack a regulated general organization and thus could be susceptible to chaos and promiscuity.
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	In Milwaukee, the preparations have begun for the gymnastic fest which will take place there in 1893. The hosts have demonstrated the earnestness with which they accepted their duties. We hope that this fest, together with the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, will bring us significantly closer to the ideal of promoting the German gymnastic culture.
	However, we are not content merely with the prospect of world fair visitors streaming into Milwaukee but we will strive to provide a worthy representation of German gymnastics at the fair. To facilitate this and according to our request, the Turner district Chicago appointed a local committee to secure rooms and buildings from the exposition’s officials. In addition, the National Executive Committee has reserved the right to do more. Naturally, the Union lacks the funds to provide our own and expensive buildings at the Fair (as planed by some), however we hope that we will awaken enough interest for the good cause to make the Fair’s officials allow us reasonably suitable accommodations.
	Regarding the threat of puritan regulation of the World’s Fair itself and its closure on Sundays and holidays – the Executive Committee submitted the collected written letters of protest to the appropriate authorities and was assured that the financial success of the Fair alone demands fighting back the fanatics. It is still advisable, though, that the 15th Convention support this protest anew.
	The greatest and most impactful successes of the last year were accomplished again in the area of school gymnastics. It would take up too much time to list the individual cities that made gymnastic classes mandatory in their school curricula. Let us hope that the time is not too far off when we would have to list the cities where gymnastic classes are not part of the school curriculum yet.
	It gives us great pleasure that our German system is preferred almost everywhere although there are still some supporters of the Boston convention who want to have something Swedish or totally different.
	A special accomplishment must be pointed out: a general law was adopted in Ohio recently which makes gymnastics classes a mandatory part of the school curriculum in that state without the proposal having to be vetoed like that was the case in Pennsylvania back then.
	Considering the constant expansion of the area of our influence in the field of the American youth education it becomes more and more important that we do not lack skilled and scientifically educated gymnastic teachers. Therefore, our Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in connection with the German American Teachers Seminary deserves even greater care in the future. No sacrifice should be too big for us in order to keep this school at the highest level of its potential.
	For the most part, the collaboration between both schools


(p. 9)
has been successful so far. We believe that when all issues regarding construction and furnishing of the gymnasium and hire of faculty	 are resolved both institutions, under continuous skillful supervision and leadership, will accomplish significantly higher results.
	The Convention should define clearer some issues of the school leadership and competency in order to spare any confusion for the future Executive Committee as well as the school’s Board of Trustees. The Executive Committee could submit some suggestions in that regard to the Convention as well.
	The fact that, despite constant promotion and self-sacrifice of some individuals, the construction cost still hasn’t been completely covered through donations is not only regretful but embarrassing as well. Admittedly, the cost turned out to be significantly higher than the estimates presented to the last national convention, however it should have been easy for the 40,000 members of our Union to cover even the amount of $30,000 for this worthy cause. If the outstanding $3,500 have not been received by the end of our sessions, the Convention will be authorized to find ways to cover the deficit immediately because it besmirches the honor of our Union to be burdened with this debt.
	According to the decision of the last national convention the cost for the indoor equipment of the national gymnasium consisting of gymnastic apparatus and furniture was covered from the Union treasury. The expenses exceeded the $3,000 estimate only marginally. However, this expenditure as well as the higher maintenance costs for the Seminary took out a large potion of the treasury so no more funds should be taken from it if we don’t want to have to increase the members’ dues.
	Because there were attempts to draw the society “for the Advancement of Physical Education” which the Gymnastic Union has been trying to approach for years in the Swedish supporters’ group, the Executive Committee decided to provide the strongest possible representation of the German system at that society’s annual meeting in Philadelphia. Our goal was to present a clear comparison of the two gymnastic systems to the Society of the Advancement of Physical Education. Col. F. W. Parker, director of the Coot County (Ill.) “Normal Institute” and gymnastic teacher Karl Kroh from the same institution as well as the Executive Committee’s member gymnastic teacher Wm. A. Stecher represented the Gymnastic Union there. It is thanks to their efforts and the intelligent assistance of gymnastic teacher Pertuch and the members and students of the Philadelphia gymnastic society that our system aced the test. The Executive Committee published Stecher’s essay “The German System of Physical Education” written by him for this occasion. This publication is an excellent promotional material for our cause in American circles.
	In addition, the Executive Committee maintained the connections created with the “Amateur Athletic Union” in the past and, according to an instruction, granted a representative from that entity a seat and a vote in our technical committee. However, no significant progress can be reported regarding closing the gap between the gymnastic systems practices used in both organizations.
	As presented in the report of our technical committee, the task from the 14th Convention to create an English guide to use by implementing gymnastic classes in the American public schools turned out to be unachievable for now. The reasons for this are included the report of said committee.
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	Material is being collected for a new gymnastic songbook and we can present a draft of this book to the Convention.
	The task to examine the constitutions of all gymnastic societies for their compliance with the Gymnastic Union laws turns out to be extremely difficult and slows down the registration of new societies severely. This prompted the Executive Committee to create a useful template for the gymnastic societies’ constitutions and to submit it to the current Convention. This work and the linguistic revision of the Union platform and statutes is nearly finished and will hopefully be approved by the Convention.
	An archive was created as requested. We can leave our successors a large amount of collected writings and publications.
	We maintain our standpoint regarding the recently renewed attempts to restrict immigration and we are prepared to renew and emphasize our original protest when a suitable occasion presents itself as well as oppose the nearsighted nativism in other ways. However sending such a statement of protest directly from this convention to Congress still currently in session will have even greater impact.
	Because the unpleasant may not be overlooked in a complete and truthful report we now must look into the so-called Chicago discords. They were consistently caused by the narrow minded differences of opinion and disagreements that have existed in the district Chicago for some time. Driven up to the extreme, these sentiments heated up the participants and damaged all efforts of true Turner nature. The so-called “principle dispute” had brought complaints to the Executive Committee already. Once even an extra session was held in order to give the representatives of the feuding parties the opportunity to present their complaints to us in person.
	In a circular to all gymnastic societies issued on September 2, 1891, the National Executive Committee elaborated the “Case Vahlteich” as sufficiently as our position and duties demanded. For the better understanding of any inquiries that may be submitted to the Convention about this, let us explain again: the Chicago gymnastic society expelled Turner Vahlteich for an alleged transgression against that society. Vahlteich appealed the decree to the district executive committee. The gymnastic society declared that, according to its by-laws, Vahlteich has no member’s rights despite the appeal. To remedy this “emergency”, Vahlteich tried to join another gymnastic society ad interim. 
	The Chicago district executive committee instructed the gymnastic society to keep Vahlteich as a member per §2, Section 3, Article C of the Gymnastic Union statutes while the pending appeal is being processed. When the gymnastic society refused to comply that executive committee suspended it and annulled Vahlteich’s registration with the other gymnastic society.
	The gymnastic society appealed this suspension to us.


(p. 11) 
After exhaustive deliberations, the Executive Committee decided and declared as recommended by its Committee for Complaints:
	1. The suspension of the gymnastic society must be revoked.
	2. The gymnastic society must keep Turner Vahlteich as a member for the duration of the appeal as mandated in the current laws of the Gymnastic Union.
	3. The gymnastic society must align its statutes and by-laws with the Gymnastic Union Constitution.
	In response to this decision of the National Executive Committee the gymnastic society attempted an appeal to the National Convention, a process that is not acceptable according to §3 of the statutes. Although this was pointed out to the gymnastic society the latter continued to refuse to follow the clear regulations of the Gymnastic Union Constitution, what is more, it tried to conjure the most outrageous interpretations of the paragraph in question in order to smooth over its actions.
	After being officially informed about the continued refusal and approached by Turner Vahlteich with the plea for supporting his rights, the National Executive Committee advised Turner Vahlteich to take his complaint to the executive committee of Turner district Chicago, the only appropriate authority according to §29, Article B.
	However, in the minutes issued afterwards, this decision of our Committee appeared in the following wording: “Decided to instruct Turner Vahlteich to take proceedings against the gymnastic society with the Turner district Chicago”.
	However, this editorial error was found at the extra session which took place 14 days later (on June 24, 1891) and corrected as quoted below before any actions were taken by the executive committee of the Chicago Turner district: “Turner Vahlteich is asked to inform the executive committee of the Chicago Turner district that the gymnastic society refused to follow the instructions of the National Executive Committee and to ask the Chicago Turner district, to take action in this matter”.
	Vahlteich had gotten a copy of the originally worded the decision. He was present at the Executive Committee’s session when the corrected decision was approved and knew about the measures taken by the Executive Committee regarding this situation before he asked the executive committee of Turner district Chicago to do something about it. Naturally, the National Executive Committee could not and did not want to submit accusations about the gymnastic society to the Chicago district executive committee because the latter never refused or omitted to take action against that gymnastic society for its abuse of regulations (see §4, General Regulations). In addition, the National Executive Committee never appointed Turner Vahlteich for its attorney to represent it in any appeals or proceedings. The National Executive Committee merely reminded the district executive committee, as provided in the Union Statutes, of an existing, perhaps somewhat embarrassing duty. In addition, during all the proceedings in this case in Chicago it occurred to no one to deem the National Executive Committee the plaintiff, as documented in the minutes of the sessions. The National Executive Committee was accused of partiality only when they took to reckless, nearly fallacious interpretations of the paragraph in question in order to embellish the continuous opposition against a clear Gymnastic Union law. And the goal of all this was to provoke an appeal to the National Convention.
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The gymnastic society Chicago brings in two complaints worthy of attention. 
First: that Vahlteich, because of the copy of our originally written decision he procured, presented himself as a representative of the National Executive Committee at the proceedings of the executive committee of the Turner district Chicago and that he knowingly kept the changed wording of that statement to himself. If this claim is true, Vahlteich’s actions could not be rebuked severely enough. However, this changes nothing of the facts and, in our opinion, provides no grounds whatsoever for the secession from the Union. 
Second: there were complaints that even though the gymnastic society accused the First Speaker of alleged prejudice and partiality he continued to lead the proceedings and participated in the final verdict. Undoubtedly, it would have been tactful and appropriate in these circumstances if the First Speaker of the district had stepped down from the proceedings or at least given up his presiding role. However, if they had not wanted to find in this a welcome pretext for rebellion, the gymnastic society would have sought to correct this error by appealing to the next authority instead of becoming a deserter and attempting to cause a general divide in the Gymnastic Union. 
What “principle” was jeopardized in this entire affair but the principle of wanting to be right at all costs or the sovereignty of an individual gymnastic society against a general segment of a law that same society helped create?
These observations as well as the proceedings of the newly formed separate union convince us that the given reasons for leaving the Gymnastic Union are nothing but excuses and the true reasons must be sought somewhere else.
Fundamental differences which have only very little to do with the question of physical education and which could have been resolved with a little good will on both sides or, in the interest of the noble cause, one could have kept quiet about, were stirred up and encouraged until a future productive collaboration of both factions became impossible. Thus, a dire situation was created in such an artificial way that would have justified separating the arguing brothers in different districts. However, instead of choosing this or some other way so that at least the Gymnastic Union may be spared, they chose the way of rebellion, broke away three more societies from the Union and attempted to cause a general split by trying to blow up the petty local arguments into national issues and gloss over the act of secession with all sorts of charming accusations against people of different opinion.
If the strayed gymnastic societies recognize their error by the time the National Convention convenes and apply to be re-admitted in the Union without setting any unacceptable conditions we wish the National Convention may act with clemency toward them to facilitate reconciliation. However, there is not the smallest reason why the Gymnastic Union should budge an inch from its progressive position or cry ‘Pater peccavi’ (Father, I have sinned) because of these renegades.
As in all disputes, the National Executive Committee endeavored to keep a completely objective and impartial stand. Its authorizations
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are strictly within the Union laws. Only the National Convention can remove these laws. We trust that the 15th Convention will find an astute and satisfying solution in this matter as it had done in other instances.
	The past year added new names to the list of the great deceased men whom the Gymnastic Union mourns. First and foremost, we have to remember Friedrich Schünemann-Pott whose clear intellect and honor always served the principles every true Turner deeply cares for. Honor to his memory! May we live by his glowing example! 
	The National Executive Committee mourns the loss of two of its former members, John J. Sutter and Louis Düstrow. They were loyal supporters of our principles and fought courageously until the end. Let us keep their memory!
	With this report the current Executive Committee takes its official farewell from the Gymnastic Union. If the good of all was improved even only slightly by its aims and accomplishments that would be a true reward for all the efforts and hard work.
	May the well-being and power of our beloved Union be secured for all time!
	With Turner greetings,
	The National Executive Committee: 
Hugo Münch, First Speaker.
	Richard Bartholdt, Second Speaker.
	Max Hempel, Minutes Secretary and Chair of the Literary Bureau.
	J. Rudolf Bollinger, Corresponding Secretary and Chair of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	Richard Bösewetter, Treasurer of the Gymnastic Union.
	Heinrich Braun, Chair of the Technical Committee.
	H. W. Ocker, Chair of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
	Ernst Helfensteller, Chair of the Committee for Complaints.
	August Mügge, gymnastic teacher.
	G. Wittich, gymnastic teacher.
	W. A. Stecher, gymnastic teacher.
	Leo Rassieur, substitute.
	Dr. William Drechsler, substitute.
	Albert Häseler, substitute.
	Bernhard Thalmann, substitute.
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	The following telegrams were read and acknowledged:

Telegram from Chas. Bary, Chicago.
	Chicago, Ill., June 19, 1892.
	National Turner Convention, c. o. Concordia Turner Hall, Washington, D.C.
	To the National Convention! Greetings! General Director Davis just pledged to provide plenty of rooms to the World’s Fair in Chicago so that the gymnastic demonstrations can be performed in full capacity. We have secured the strongest support.
	With Turner greetings,
	Charles Bary, Vice President of the Gymnastic Union Committee for the World’s Fair.

Telegram from the Dolgeville Gymnastic Society.	
Dolgeville, N. Y., June 18, 1892.
North American Gymnastic Union, Washington, D. C.
	A triple “Good health”, may the Convention be a further success for our progressive organization.
	Dolgeville Gymnastic Society.

Gift from the Ladies’ Section of gymnastic society “Germania” in Baltimore.
	On behalf of the Ladies’ Section of gymnastic society “Germania” in Baltimore Mrs. Feldmann presented a certificate made from flowers. Turner Fritz List responded with a poem and the session gave a triple ‘Good health’ shout-out in honor of the Ladies’ Section.

Registration. – Letter from C. Zapp.
	Turner H. H. Bergmann from gymnastic society “Columbia” asked the delegates to sign the register of the Gymnastic Union. Turner Wm. Stecher read a letter to the 15th Convention from Karl Zapp which was then submitted to the Committee for Categorizing of the Instructions.

Delegates.
	The Committee for the Examination of the Mandates reports as follows:
New York.
Turner district “New York”, 29 votes, asked for 32, request was granted temporarily.
Indiana.
	Turner district “Indiana”, 7 votes, represented with 7 delegates: Adolph Müller, Theodor Stempfel, Heinrich Bock, Theodor Ahrens, Karl Lieber, Paul Melzer, Phil. Hollenbach.
St. Louis.
	Turner district “St. Louis”, 42 votes, represented with 8 delegates: John Tönsfeldt, E. G. Winter, Jac. Walter, J. E. Cremer, Hermann Ruppelt, C. G. Dörr, H. G. Oberschelp, G. Groβ.
New England.
	Turner district “New England”, 17 votes, represented with 3 delegates: Carl Eberhard, Carl Herzog, Emil Gröner.
Wisconsin.
	Turner district “Wisconsin”, 30 votes, represented with 19 delegates: C. Hermann Boppe, Christ. Paulus, G. A. Schläfli, Gust. Küstermann, E. M. Schüngel, H. C. Schulz, Ed. Löw, Gust. Burghardt, V. L. Berger, Christ. Sarau, L. B. Senglaub, S. Ritchie, B. Moser, Alvin Dreger, Ernst Viehweg, Carl Bruck, Phil. Görres, Fred. Kasten, Wm. R. Knell.
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Chicago.
	Turner district “Chicago”, 41 votes, represented with 15 delegates: Wm. Waterstraat, Georg Landau, F. Hauffen, F. Engelhardt, A. E. Kindervater, John Gloy, Wm. Zöller, A. Kelting, Otto Sonnenschein, Julius Vahlteich, A. Rose, Otto Schneider, C. A. Cobelli, Otto Greubel, Karl Plum.
South Eastern.
	“South Eastern Turner District”, 2 votes, represented with 2 delegates: G. W. Spier, H. Hofferbert.
Philadelphia.
	Turner district “Philadelphia”, 37 votes, represented with 13 delegates: Gottlieb Schmidt, August Arnold, Jacob Klemmer, A. L. Weise, Wm. Gittermann, J. B. Mayer, Rich. Pertuch, Fred. A. Finkeldey, G. H. L. Haar, Carl Völker, Robert Böckel, Hermann Döhmert.
New Jersey.
	Turner district “New Jersey”, 17 votes, represented with 10 delegates: Paul W. Roder, Christoph Stöttner, Georg Seikel, Magnus F. Winter, Adolph Spiller, Georg Clauβ, Georg Stickel, John Faust, H. Mortensen, F. A. Götze.
Central New York.
	Turner district “Central New York”, 2 votes, represented with 1 delegate: Wm. Dettbarn.
Pittsburg.
	Turner istrict “Pittsburgh”, 32 votes, represented with 16 delegates: H. C. Blödel, Emil Günther, Jno. Eisenschmidt, Gottfried Ihsen, Wm. Wartman, Oscar Scheer, J G. Ehman, P. Nill, E. Herklotz, Wm. Kaiser, J. Simmen, Aug. Czech, Aug. Lang, Th. Geiselhart, Io. Hohl, B. Kupferberg.
Missouri Valley.
	Turner district “Missouri Valley”, 7 votes, represented by Henry Stubenrauch.
Minnesota.
	Turner district “Minnesota”, 9 votes, represented with 2 delegates: Peter Scherer, Jos. Grahamer.
Upper Mississippi.
	“Upper Mississippi Turner District”, 14 votes, represented with 10 delegates: Henry Vollmer, Jr., M. G. Rohlfs, C. L. Sucksdorf, H. Korn, C. W. Katz, B. Schmidt, Gustav Haase, J. A. Kleppisch, Hermann Kombacher, R. Lorentz.
Rocky Mountain.
	Turner district “Rocky Mountain”, 6 votes, represented with 5 delegates: Ferdinand Rinne, Christ. Schäfer, Jno. C. Kaufmann, Peter Friederich, Fritz Thies.
New Orleans.
	Turner district “New Orleans”, 1 vote, represented by Fred. Heckert.
Central Illinois.
	Turner district “Central Illinois”, 8 votes, represented with 2 delegates: F. A. Sambraus, E. Weiland.
Pacific.
	Turner district “Pacific”, 12 votes, represented by Heinrich Huhn.
North Western.
	“North Western Turner District”, 1 vote, represented by Lucas Schottmüller.
Connecticut.
	Turner district “Connecticut”, 10 votes, represented with 2 Delegaten: Aug. W. Hischfeld, David Ginand.
South Atlantic.
	“South Atlantic Turner District”, 1 vote, represented by Fred. Lamwersick.
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Lake Erie.
	Turner district “Lake Erie”, 11 votes, represented with 6 delegates: W. C. Pollner, Louis Uhl, Ernst Müller, Robt. Bandlow, Hugo Wilms, Robt. Reitzel.
Long Island.
	Turner district “Long Island”, 5 votes, represented with 5 delegates: Paul Karge, Franz Seubert, Gustav Schweppendick, Edward Schramm, Jno. Pfaffhausen.
West New York.
	Turner district “West New York”, 9 votes, represented with 9 delegates: Emil Jackson, Emil Plasberg, John Meinhard, Carl Heydweiler, Anton Amann, Fritz Braun, Ezechiel Speidel, Anton Springer, Otto Voigt.
Ohio.
	Turner district “Ohio”, 16 votes, represented with 10 delegates: Anton Leibold, Edward Neder, W. Rieker, F. Bertsch, Jos. Dauben, J. H. Steinberg, Carl Stein, L. Hirsch, F. S. Spiegel, Franz Haffner.
Upper Missouri.
	Turner district “Upper Missouri”, 1 vote, represented by John Rumpf.
Central Michigan.
	Turner district “Central Michigan”, 2 votes, represented by Julius Albert.
Florida.
	Turner district “Florida”, 1 vote, represented by Chas Köhne.
South Central.
	“South Central Turner District”, 4 votes, represented by Louis G. Fritz.
Nord=Pacific.
	Turner district “North Pacific”, 5 votes, represented by Max Kühnrich.
South California.
	Turner District “South California”, 3 votes, represented by L. E. Mattheus.
Kansas.
	Turner district “Kansas”, 11 votes, represented with 2 delegates: Sam. Forter, Theodor Kästner.
Montana.
	Turner district “Montana”, 1 vote, represented by Heinrich Edling.
Nebraska.
	Turner District “Nebraska”, 6 votes, represented by Philipp Andres.
	The following members of the National Executive Committee were present:
National Executive Committee.
	Hugo Münch, First Speaker.
	Rich. Bösewetter, Treasurer.
	Technical Committee:
	Heinrich Braun.
	Wm. A. Stecher.
	Geo. Wittich.
	Aug. H. Mügge.
	H. W. Ocker, Chair of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts.			
	Substitutes:	
	Leo Rassieur.
	Wm. Drechsler.
	A. H. Häseler.

Temporary Assignment of 32 votes for New York:
	Turner District “New York” was temporarily granted 32 votes. Turner J. Hohl moved to have the temporary speaker appoint the Committee for Permanent Organization. Motion granted. The committee consists of the following members:
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Committee for Permanent Organization:
	W. C. Pollner, Turner district “Lake Erie”.
	Chr. Stöttner, Turner district “New York”.
	Christoph Paulus, Turner district “Wisconsin”.
	Henry Metzner, Turner district “New York”.
	Jno. Gloy, Turner district “Chicago”.

Adjournment.
	Adjournment until 2 o’clock in the afternoon.

Afternoon Session.
Decision re the Number of Votes for Turner District “New York”.
	After the session re-opened the minutes from the morning session were read and approved. Turner J. Walter moved to deal with the dispute re the number of votes for Turner district New York. Motion passed with 97 against 31 votes.
	After a long discussion Turner S. D. Sewards’ from New York motion to grant Turner district New York 32 votes was rejected with 310 against 46 votes.

Vote.
The districts voted as listed below:
		District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
		New York			32			-		-
		Indiana			  7			-		7
		St. Louis			42			-		42
		New England			17			-		17
		Wisconsin			30			16		14
		Chicago			41			-		38
		South Eastern			  2			-		  2
		Philadelphia			37			3		 34
		New Jersey			17			-		17
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			-		32
		Missouri Valley		  7			-		  7
		Minnesota			  9			-		  9
		Upper Mississippi		14			11		  3
		Rocky Mountain		  6			-		  6
		New Orleans			 1			-		  1
		Central Illinois			 8			-		  8
		Pacific				12			-		12
		North Western		  1			-		  1
		Connecticut			10			-		10
		South Atlantic			  1			-		  1
		Lake Erie			11			-		11
		Long Island			  5			-		  -
		West New York		  9			-		  9
		Ohio				16			6		10
		Upper Missouri		  1			-		-
		Central Michigan		  2			-		  2
		Florida				  1			-		  1
		South Central			  4			-		  4
		North Pacific			  5			5		  -
		South California		  3			-		  3
		Kansas				11			  5		  6
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  -		  -	
						
		Total:			          403			46	          310	
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	Therefore, the representation of this district is as follows:
	Turner District “New York”, 29 votes, represented by 22 delegates: Wm. Fleck, Louis Trenn, R. Meller, S. D. Sewards, Heinrich Metzner, Jacob Heintz, G. Bojus, P. M. Schlichter, Otto Weiβ, C. A. Lang, C. R. Zaiβer, C. Richter, Th. Michel, John Heinemann, Ch. Heβ, Ch. Arnold, M. Königer, W. T. Rehm, L. Friederich, C. Albertine, M. Groβmann, Wm. Henneberg.
	
Representation at the 15th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union, Washington, D. C.

Verified Number of Delegates.
		District Name.				Votes.		Delegates.
New York				29		22
		Indiana			  	  7		  7		
		St. Louis				42		  8
		New England				17		  3
		Wisconsin				30		19
		Chicago				41		15		
		South Eastern			  	  2		  2
		Philadelphia				37		13
		New Jersey				17		10
		Central New York		  	  2		  1
		Pittsburgh				32		16
		Missouri Valley		  	  7		  1
		Minnesota			  	  9		  2
		Upper Mississippi			14		10
		Rocky Mountain		  	  6		  5
		New Orleans				  1		  1
		Central Illinois				  8		  2
		Pacific					12		  1
		North Western		  	  1		  1
		Connecticut				10		  2	
		South Atlantic			  	  1		  1
		Lake Erie				11		  6
		Long Island			  	  5		  5
		West New York		  	  9		  9
		Ohio					16		10
		Upper Missouri		  	  1		  1
		Central Michigan		  	  2		  1
		Florida				  	  1		  1
		South Central			  	  4		  1
		Nord=Pacific			  	  5		  1
		South California		  	  3		  1
		Kansas					11		  2
		Montana			  	  1		  1
		Nebraska			  	  6		  1
							
		Total:			            		400	           182

Telegram from the Committee of Turner District Chicago.
	Chicago, June 19, 1892.
	Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union, care of gymnasium of the gymnastic society “Columbia”, Washington, D. C.
	The committee of Turner district Chicago sends triple ”Good health!” to the National Convention.
	On its behalf,
	P. J. Ellert, District Speaker.

	The Committee for Permanent Organization reported and nominated the following Turners:
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Nominations for Speakers and Minutes Secretaries.
	For First Speaker:
	Carl Eberhard from Turner district “New England”.
	J. H. Steinberg from Turner district “Ohio”.
	For Second Speaker:
	W. C. Pollner from Turner district “Lake Erie”.
	A. L. Weise from Turner district “Philadelphia”.
	For First Secretary:
	Jno. Hohl from Turner district “Pittsburgh”.
	V. L. Berger from Turner district “Wisconsin”.
	For Second Secretary:
	Otto Voigt from Turner district “West New York”.
	Theo. Stempfel from Turner district “Indiana”.

Result of the Votes for W. C. Pollner and A L. Weise.
	Turner J. H. Steinberg moved to elect C. Eberhard for First Speaker by acclamation. Motion granted. The vote for W. C. Pollner and A. L. Weise ended with the following result: 267 national votes for W. C. Pollner and 128 for A. L. Weise. Below is the vote by districts:
			District Votes.		Weise.		Pollner.
		New York		29			16		13
		Indiana		  7			-		  7
		St. Louis		42			12		30
		New England		17			-		17
		Wisconsin		30			10		20
		Chicago		41			10		31
		South Eastern		  2			  1		  1
		Philadelphia		37			36		  1
		New Jersey		17			  5		12
		Central New York	  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh		32			14		18
		Missouri Valley	  7			-		  7
		Minnesota		  9			-		  9
		Upper Mississippi	14			-		 14
		Rocky Mountain	  6			-		   6
		New Orleans		  1			-		   1
		Central Illinois	  8			-		   8
		Pacific			12			-		12
		North Western	  1			-		  1
		Connecticut		10			10		  -
		South Atlantic		  1			-		  1
		Lake Erie		11			1		10
		Long Island		  5			2		  3
		West New York	  9			4		  5
		Ohio			16			6		10
		Upper Missouri	  1			-		-
		Central Michigan	  2			-		  2
		Florida			  1			-		  1
		South Central		  4			-		  -
		North Pacific		  5			-		  5
		South California	  3			-		  3
		Kansas			11			-		 11
		Montana		  1			1		  -
		Nebraska		  6			-		  6	
	
		Total:		            400		          128	            267

Election of the Secretaries.
	Upon Turner V. L. Berger’s motion granted Jno. Hohl was elected for First Secretary and Otto Voigt and Theo. Stempfel for assistant secretaries by acclamation. The Convention thanked the temporary officials who were in these positions.
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Committee for the Appointment of the Permanent Committees at the Convention.
	The Speaker appointed the following committee for electing the permanent committees at the Convention: John Tönsfeldt, J. E. Cremer, Ch. Kühne, Wm. Wartmann, M. Groβmann, J. H. Steinberg, Gust. Schweppendick, J. Meinhart, A. L. Weise, Wm. Waterstraat.
Motion to Appoint a Committee for the World’s Fair.
	Upon Turner C. H. Boppe’s motion granted this committee was tasked to appoint a committee for the World’s Fair as well. 
Next, the following delegates were appointed on the Committee for Categorizing and Referral of the Instructions: L. Trenn, G. Küstermann, E. Günther, R. Bandlow, Ph. Andres.

Report of the Exposition Committee.
	Next, a half-hour break was taken. Afterwards, the report of the Exposition Committee was read and submitted to the Committee for the World’s Fair.
	Next, the following telegram was read:

Telegram of the Gymnastic Society “Garfield”, Chicago.
	Chicago, June 19, 1892.
	Turner Convention, Concordia Turner Hall, Washington, D. C.
	Hearty wishes and best success to the fifteenth Union Convention.
	Gymnastic Society “Garfield”.

Appointment of the Permanent Committees.
	The Committee for the Appointment of Permanent Committees asked the various committees to organize themselves and reported as follows:
Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	Committee for Platform and Statutes:
	1. Carl Plum,		Gymnastic District	“Chicago”.
	2. F. Bertsch,			“		“Ohio”.
	3. M. Groβmann,		“		“New York”.
	4. G. Schweppendick		“		“Long Island”.
	5. E. G. Winter,		“		“St. Louis”.
	6. R. Bökel,			“		“Philadelphia”.
	7. C. Hermann Boppe,		“		“Wisconsin”.
	8. Chas Köhne,			“		“Florida”.
	9. Theo. Geiβelhard,		“		“Pittsburg”.
	10. Peter Scherer,		“		“Minnesota”.
	11. John Rumpf,		“		“Upper Missouri”.

Committee for Union Affairs.
	Committee for Union Affairs.
1. H. Huhn,		Gymnastic District	“Pacific”.
	2. J. Gloy,			“		“Chicago”.
	3. J. Heinemann,		“		“New York”.
	4. Phil. Hollenbach,		“		“Indiana”.
	5. Jac. Walter,			“		“St. Louis”.
	6. J. Albert,			“		“Central Michigan”.
	7. Joseph Grahamer,		“		“Minnesota”.
	8. Geo. L. Haar,		“		“Philadelphia”.
	9. Ed. Needer,			“		“Ohio”.
10. Christ. Schäffer,		“		“Rocky Mountain”.
11. P. Karge,			“		“Long Island”.
12. H. C. Blödel		“		“Pittsburgh”.
	13. W. Dettbarn,		“		“Central New York”.
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Committee for Practical Gymnastics.
	Committee for Practical Gymnastics:
	1. A. Kindervater,	Gymnastic District	“Chicago”.
	2. W. Fleck,			“		“New York”.
	3. E. Günther,			“		“Pittsburgh”.
	4. C. Stein,			“		“Ohio”.
	5. R. Pertuch,			“		“Philadelphia”.
	6. G. Seikel,			“		“New Jersey”.
	7. A. Schläfli,			“		“Wisconsin”.
	8. J. E. Cremer,		“		“St. Louis”.
	9. E. Gröner,			“		“New England”.
10. A. Sambraus,		“		“Central Illinois”.
	11. E. Plasberg,		“		“West New York”.
	12. L. Trenn,			“		“New York”.
13. K. Richter,			“		“New York”.

Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
	Committee for Intellectual Efforts:
	1. H. Metzner,		Turner District		“New York”.
	2. H. Edling,			“		“Montana”.
	3. Phil. Andres,		“		“Nebraska”.
	4. V. L. Berger			“		“Wisconsin”.
	5. Jul. Vahlteich		“		“Chicago”.
	6. J. B. Mayer,			“		“Philadelphia”.
	7. Max Kühnrich,		“		“North Pacific”.
	8. L. Schottmüller,		North Western Turner district.
	9. Carl Dörr, Turnbezirk 	“		“St. Louis”.
	10. H. Hofferbert, 		South Eastern Turner district.

Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.	
	Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary:
	1. Joh. Tönsfeldt,	Gymnastic District	“St. Louis”.
	2. Oscar Scheer,		“		“Pittsburgh”.
	3. F. Kasten,			“		“Wisconsin”.
	4. W. Zöller,			“		“Chicago”.
	5. Ferdinand Rinne,		“		“Rocky Mountain”.
	6. Carl Lieber,			“		“Indiana”.
	7. Ernst Müller,		“		“Lake Erie”.

Committee for Complaints and Accusations.
	Committee for Complaints and Accusations:
	1. M. J. Rohlfs,		Gymnastic District	“Upper Mississippi”.
	2. Jos. Dauben,		“		“Ohio”.
	3. A. L. Weise,			“		“Philadelphia”.
	4. Hy. Stubenrauch,		“		“Missouri Valley”.
	5. J. Meinhard,		“		“West New York”.
	6. D. Ginand,			“		“Connecticut”.
	7. Theo. Kästner,		“		“Kansas”.

Auditing Committee.
	Auditing Committee:
	1. W. Riecker,		Turner District		“Ohio”.
	2. F. Herkert,			“		“New Orleans”.
	3. W. Wartmann,		“		“Pittsburgh”.

Committee for the Union Publication.
	Committee for the Union Publication:
	1. Chr. Stöttner,	Turner District		“New Jersey”.
	2. H. Ruppelt,			“		“St. Louis”.
	3. J. Heintz,			“		“New York”.
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	4. L. G. Fritz, 			South Central Turner District.
	5. B. Moser,		Turner District		“Wisconsin”.
	6. C. W. Katz,			“		“Upper Mississippi”.
	7. L. E. Mattheus		“		“South California”.

Committee for the World’s Fair.
	Committee for the World’s Fair:
	1. Gottfr. Ihsen,	Turner District		“Pittsburgh”.
	2. E. Weiland,			“		“Central Illinois”.
	3. Aug. Arnold,		“		“Philadelphia”.
	4. Herm. G. Oberschelp,	“		“St. Louis”.
	5. J. H. Steinberg,		“		“Ohio”.
	6. Chr. Paulus,			“		“Wisconsin”.
	7. M. F. Winter,		“		“New Jersey”.

	Turner H. Huhn moved to approve the committees. Motion granted.

Letter from the Gymnastic Society Chicago.
	A letter from the gymnastic society Chicago was read. Turner H. Metzner proposed to appoint a special committee to deal with this correspondence. Turner S. D. Sewards amended this proposal to have this letter submitted to the Committee for Complaints and Accusations.

Adjournment.
	A motion to adjourn until Monday morning was passed with 242 against 153 votes. The districts voted as follows:
District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
		New York			29			12		17
		Indiana			  7			  7		-
		St. Louis			42			42		-
		New England			17			17		-
		Wisconsin			30			-		30
		Chicago			41			-		41
		South Eastern			  2			2		  -
		Philadelphia			37			37		  -
		New Jersey			17			-		17
		Central New York		  2			2		  -
		Pittsburgh			32			32		  -
		Missouri Valley		  7			7		  -
		Minnesota			  9			-		  9
		Upper Mississippi		14			14		  -
		Rocky Mountain		  6			6		  -
		New Orleans			  1			-		  -
		Central Illinois			  8			8		  -
		Pacific				12			-		12
		North Western		  1			1		  -
		Connecticut			10			10		 -
		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			-		11
		Long Island			  5			-		  5
		West New York		  9			9		  -
		Ohio				16			16		-
		Upper Missouri		  1			-		-
		Central Michigan		  2			2		  -
		Florida				  1			1		  -
		South Central			  4			-		  4
		Nord=Pacific			  5			5		  -
		South California		  3			-		  -
		Kansas				11			11		  -
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  -		  6	
						
		Total:			           400		           242	           153
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Session on June 20, 1892.

Second Day.
June 20, 1892, Washington, D. C.

Morning Session.
	The first speaker Turner C. Eberhard opened the session at 10:30 am. 130 delegates were present.
	On behalf of gymnastic society “Green Bay” Turner Küstermann presented the Speaker with a hammer.
	The minutes of yesterday’s afternoon session were read and approved. The following telegram was read:

Telegram from Hans Ballin, Sandusky, O.
	Sandusky, O., June 20, 1892.
	Chairman of Turners Convention, Washington D. C. 
	“Good health” to the German gymnastics!
	Hans Ballin.

Chicago Affair Submitted to the Committee for Complaints.
	Next, the still open proposal from Turner Sewards from New York was taken up for discussion and the amendment to submit the Chicago issue to the regular Committee for Complaints approved with 192 against 165 national votes. The districts voted as listed below:

Results from the Vote.
District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
		New York			29			16		13
		Indiana			  7			  1		6
		St. Louis			42			42		-
		New England			17			9		8
		Wisconsin			30			-		30
		Chicago			41			-		-
		South Eastern			  2			-		  2
		Philadelphia			37			21		16
		New Jersey			17			-		17
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			32		  -
		Missouri Valley		  7			7		  -
		Minnesota			  9			-		  9
		Upper Mississippi		14			14		  -
		Rocky Mountain		  6			6		  -
		New Orleans			1			1		  -
		Central Illinois			8			-		  8
		Pacific				12			-		12
		North Western		  1			1		  -
		Connecticut			10			10		 -
		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			-		11
		Long Island			  5			5		  -
		West New York		  9			-		  9
		Ohio				16			11		  5
		Upper Missouri		  1			-		 1
		Central Michigan		  2			-		  -
		Florida				  1			-		  1
		South Central			  4			4		  -
		North Pacific			  5			-		  5
		South California		  3			-		  3
		Kansas				11			11		  -
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  -		  6	
						
		Total:			           400		           192	            165
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Report of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
	Next, the Committee for Intellectual Efforts presented its report:
	“The Committee for Intellectual Efforts organized itself by electing Jul. Vahlteich from Chicago for its Chair and J. B. Mayer from Philadelphia for its Secretary.
	All committee members were present and decided:
	1. We support the statements of the National Committee for Intellectual Efforts and value the significant work of that committee greatly.
	2. We recommend the Union newspaper gather its publications more from the area of gymnastics. Therefore it would be good if the gymnastic teachers were required resp. asked by their societies to make their practical experiences available for the benefit of all and support the “Am. Turnzeitung” (“American Turner Newspaper”) by sending in articles about practical gymnastics.
	3. To urge the gymnastic societies of the North American Gymnastic Union for the preservation of the German folk song tradition strong.
	4. The Convention must instruct the Executive Committee to contact a liberal English newspaper that is willing to give us some room for our material. This newspaper should then be recognized as the English National Union publication.
	With Turner greetings,
	Jul. Vahlteich,	Chair.	
	J. B. Mayer, Secretary.
	Henry Hofferbert.
Lucas Schottmüller		
Philipp Andres.
	Carl J. Dörr.
	P. Max Kühnrich.		
Henry Edling.
	H. Metzner.			
Victor L. Berger.

Article 1 was approved as stated.
Article 2 - same.
Article 3 – same.
Article 4 – same.
Next, the report was approved en bloc. Upon motion granted the committee was retained.

Report of the Committee for the Union Publication.
	The Committee for the Union Publication reported as follows:
	To the Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health!  Your Committee for the Union Publication presents the following recommendations:
	1. To keep the “Amerikanische Turnzeitung” (“American Turner Newspaper”) as the national publication under its current leadership and to convey the Convention’s gratitude to its editors for their capable and tactful work. At the same time, to require the Turner districts to support the distribution of our newspaper even more.
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	2. To reject the recommendation from gymnastic society “Lake Erie” (“To push the editors to put the “Cut” of the German American typography at the top of the newspaper in recognition of the 8-hour long work day in that publishing house”) because this matter is the business of the “Freidenker Publishing Co.” and has nothing to do with the North American Gymnastic Union.
Jacob Heintz, Chr. Stöttner, B. Moser, L. E. Matheus, C. W. Katz were in favor of this proposal, H. Ruppelt and L. G. Fritz voted against it.
	3. To recommend to the Convention: to instruct the National Executive Committee to publish excerpts from its minutes that are of general interest in the Union newspaper.
	Signed: the Committee:
	Christoph Stöttner, Chair.
	Louis G. Fritz, Secretary.	
Jacob Heintz.		
L. E. Matheus.
	C. W. Katz.
	Hermann Ruppelt.
	Bernh. Moser.

	After the report was acknowledged it was discussed by individual paragraphs:
	Article 1 approved unanimously.

Adjournment.

Afternoon Session.
Afternoon Session.
	First Speaker Turner Carl Eberhard opened the afternoon session at 3:30. The discussion about the report of the Committee for the Union Publication continued.
	After an exhaustive discussion, Article 2 was approved with 293 against 104 votes, results below:
Vote.
District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
		New York			29			28		-
		Indiana			  7			  7		-
		St. Louis			42			21		21
		New England			17			-		17
		Wisconsin			30			29		  1
		Chicago			41			28		 13
		South Eastern			  2			-		  2
		Philadelphia			37			37		  -
		New Jersey			17			17		  -
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			32		  -
		Missouri Valley		  7			7		  -
		Minnesota			  9			9		  -
		Upper Mississippi		14			14		  -
		Rocky Mountain		  6			6		  -
		New Orleans			  1			1		  -
		Central Illinois			  8			-		  8
		Pacific				12			12		  -
		North Western		  1			1		  -
		Connecticut			10			10		 -
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		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			-		11
		Long Island			  5			1		  4
		West New York		  9			-		  9
		Ohio				16			16		  -
		Upper Missouri		  1			1		 -
		Central Michigan		  2			-		  -
		Florida				  1			1		  -
		South Central			  4			-		  4
		North Pacific			  5			-		  5
		South California		  3			3		  -
		Kansas				11			11		  -
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  -		  6	
						
		Total:			            400		             293	            104
	Article 3 was also approved, next the report was approved en bloc and declared a decision.
	Next, the following telegrams were read:

Telegram from Gymnastic Society “New Brooklyn”.
	New York, June 20, 1892.
	Turner Convention, c. o. Nat. Hotel of Fritz Reuter, Washington, D.C.
	A triple “Good health” to the progressive efforts of our Union!
	“New Brooklyn” gymnastic society.

Telegram from Adolf Riedel, Canton, O.
	Canton, O., June 20, 1892.
	National Convention, gymnastic society “Columbia”, Washington, D. C.
	Wishing successful proceedings for the National Convention,
	Signed,
	Adolf Riedel.

Telegram from the Gymnastic Society in Communia.
	Littleport, IA., June 18, 1892.
	The Turners Convention, c. o. August H. Mügge, Washington, D. C.
	A triple “Good health” to the Fifteenth Convention!
	Gymnastic society in Communia.
	Geo. Mügge.

Telegram from the Executive Committee of Turner district “Wisconsin”.
	Cheboygan, Wis., June 20, 1892.
	To the Fifteenth National Convention, c/o Concordia Turner Hall, Washington, D. C.
	Good health! Congratulations from Turner district “Wisconsin”. We are convinced that this convention will bring the Gymnastic Union another step closer to the accomplishment of its goals.
	With Turner greetings,
	The Executive Committee.

Telegram from the Gymnastic Society in Boston.
	Boston, Mass., June 20, 1892.
Turner Convention, Washington, D. C.
 	A triple “Good health” to the National Convention! Be united and loyal to our principle!
	Gymnastic society in Boston.

Auditing Committee.
	The Auditing Committee reports as follows:
	To the 15th National Convention.
	Good health! The Auditing Committee examined the ledgers and the National Executive Committee’s reports, finds them in best order and declares the accounts match the documentation.
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	In addition, we find that the Southern Central Turner district has outstanding dues for the past year in the amount of $63.00 and Turner district Montana has outstanding dues for the past two years in the amount of $57.00.
	The Committee:
Wm. Wartmann.
	Wm. Rieker.
	Fred Herkert.

Treasury Balance.
Treasury balance on April 1, 1891				$10,626.15
	Revenue							    7,992.61
	Total:								$18,618.76
	Expenditures							  10,656.24
	Treasury balance on April 1, 1892				   $7,962.52
	This report was approved.

Report of the Committee for the Categorizing of Instructions.
	The Committee for the Categorizing and Referral of Instructions reported as well.

Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	The following instructions were referred to the Committee for Platform and Statutes – recommendations on pages 1 through 7 and pages 20 through 30 from the draft prepared by the National Executive Committee:
Committee for Physical Exercises.
	Recommendations on pages 7 through 12.
Committee for Union Affairs.
	Recommendations on pages 13 through 18.
Committee for the Union Publication.
	Recommendations on pages 18 and 19.
Additional Referrals von Instructions.
	In addition, the following instructions were referred:
	From San Francisco: to the Committee for Union Affairs.
	From Turner district “Pacific”: to the Committee for the Union Publication.
	From Turner district “Lake Erie”: to the Committee for Union Affairs.
	The Committee for the Categorizing and Referral of Instructions:
	L. Trenn, Chair.
	Philipp Andres, Secretary.
	Gust. Küstermann.
	E. Günther.
	Robert Bandlow.
	
This report was approved as well and the session adjourned until 8 o’clock in the evening.

Adjournment.

Evening Session.
Evening Session.
	First Speaker Turner C. Eberhard opened the session at 8:20 pm. The following telegrams were read and acknowledged:
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Telegram from the Gymnastic Society “Milwaukee”.
Milwaukee, June 20, 1892.
	Christ. Paulus, c.o. Headquarters of the North American Gymnastic Union, Washington, D. C.
	A triple “Good health” to successful work of the 15th Convention. With this, the gymnastic society in Milwaukee would like to invite all delegates as well as their gymnastic societies and friends to the next national gymnastic fest. We will do all we can to make the fest an all round success. 
	With Turner greetings,
	Carl Barkhausen, Second Speaker.

Telegram from the Gymnastic Society “Philadelphia”.
	Philadelphia, June 20, 1892.
	Karl Eberhard, Concordia Hall.
	Good health! The gymnastic society in Philadelphia wishes the fifteenth National Convention great success and warmly invites all delegates who travel trough Philadelphia on their way home for a visit.
	With Turner greetings:
	Henry Auer.

	The second telegram was acknowledged and the invitation accepted with gratitude.

Committee for Union Affairs.
	Next, the Committee for Union Affairs reported as follows:
	To the 15th National Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! Your Committee for Union Affairs organized itself by electing Turner Heinrich Huhn for Chair and Turner Paul Karge for Secretary. The committee presents the following recommendations:
Acknowledgement of the Accomplishments of the National Executive Committee.
	1. The dutiful management of the affairs by the current National Executive Committee increased significantly the reputation the Gymnastic Union enjoys among all free thinkers. The decisions the Committee made against the unlawful actions of some gymnastic societies which, by abusing their authority, attempted to split the Gymnastic Union and to push away from its progressive direction were impartial, just and astute, and in accordance to the traditions of the Gymnastic Union.
	Thus, the National Executive Committee earned the grateful appreciation by the Gymnastic Union. We express this by rejecting the suspicions of partiality raised by one gymnastic society currently not part of the Union most decisively. We recommend the Convention support the Committee’s position in the so-called Chicago “discords” completely.
St. Louis Nominated for the Seat of the National Executive Committee Again. If Rejected – Indianapolis.
	2. We propose St. Louis be re-elected for the seat of the National Executive Committee. However, several of its current members opposed the re-election so emphatically that, if St. Louis rejected keeping the National Executive Committee for another term, we want to nominate Turner district Indiana and Indianapolis for its seat.
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	3. We recommend Denver or Louisville be considered to host the next National Convention.
The Turner Mutual Benefit Society is a Private Matter.
	4. We received a letter regarding the Turner Mutual Benefit Society demanding it be officially acknowledged by the Union. Your committee recommends the Convention declare that life insurance is the private business of the individual members and should not be made the Union’s affair.
Postponing the Project of Building a Senior Home in Gotha, Fla.
	5. Like the National Executive Committee we regret that the noble idea of our Turner pioneer Köhne to build a senior home for Turners cannot be realized at this point due to lack of funds.
Recommendation of the “Schütz” Fund.
	6. In addition, we recommend to the gymnastic societies to contribute to the fund for the support of Turner Fritz Schütz’ family to the best of their abilities.
Instruction to Print the Regular Constitution of the Union Prepared by the National Executive Committee.
	7. The National Executive Committee must be authorized to print a sufficient number of copies of the regular Union Constitution it prepared and to send them out to the district committees.
Protest Against All Attempts of Congress to Implement Stricter Restrictions for Immigration.
	8. Because the existing laws for the regulation of immigration meet all requirements and especially the so-called Owen law adopted by Congress 51, when executed strictly, is sufficient to keep out all non-desirable immigrants:
	Decided that we as representatives of 40,000 Turners and in the name of the liberal minded German – Americans protest most resolutely against all attempts to change drastically or sharpen the existing laws. We fight especially against the draft submitted to Congress 52 in regards to this issue as it is unnecessary, impractical and unfeasible and:
	We decided this Convention will appoint a committee that will ensure our position will be announced or submitted in written form to the joint immigration committee of both Houses of Congress.
	9. The following resolutions regarding the World’s Fair were created with the goal of recommending them for approval by the Convention and submitting them to Congress afterwards:
Protest against the Sunday Closure of the World’s Fair.
	Because many sources keep pushing to close the Chicago World’s Fair on Sundays let it be declared by the Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union:
	Decided that the Turners and all free spirited citizens of this country on whose behalf the Turners may speak protest against the Sunday closure resolutely
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and request of the Fair authorities in charge not to give in to the demands of the Sunday holies. Given that Congress turned the fest of the 400 anniversary of the discovery of this continent into a national event the Constitution of the United States should not be mocked and purely ecclesiastical customs mixed with a civil affair. In addition, we protest against the Sunday closure because it will make it impossible for the thousands of workers who must earn their living in fabrics and shops during the work week to visit the exposition. Consequently, the aim of such events to inspire the professionals among the visitors to industrial progress would be obstructed. In addition, the Sunday closure will be against the ideas and beliefs of the majority of European visitors so that the otherwise favorable impression they get from all they have seen about the accomplishments of our nation in all areas of the industry will be considerably dimmed if not completely erased. 
	In addition:
	Decided to submit this declaration to the appropriate authorities again as an expression of the Convention’s view.
Protest against Serving Drinks at the World’s Fair.
	10. We reject every attempt to ban serving drinks in the area of the Chicago World’s Fair as an unauthorized violation of the citizens’ rights, as an unconstitutional restriction of personal freedom and as an action that damages the hospitality we owe to the foreign guests and makes us the laughing stock of the civilized world. The prohibition, in its every manifestation and from the standpoint of the American freedom, is reprehensible - but to submit the European guests to its tyranny, to force them to comply with the narrow minded stupidity of a dwindling minority of this nation and demand they give up their customs and habits that even monarchist Europe does not thwart – that would be an insult to our guests against which we vehemently protest. When suitably regulated, serving drinks would not only be appropriately conducted but it would provide the vital element of festivity to the event and contribute to all visitors’ good fun at the Fair.  Therefore let it be:
	Decided that we demand from Congress and the leaders of the World’s Fair to reject the planed sanction of the reasonable habit of the people that a few fanatics are pushing for and:
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	Decided this statement shall be submitted to the appropriate authority.
Heinrich Huhn, Chair.
Paul Karge, Secretary.
Christian Schäfer.
	John Heinemann.	
	Wm J. Dettbarn.
	Jos. Grahamer.
	John Cloy.	
	Geo. H. L. Haar.			
	J. Walter.
	Jul. Albert.				
	Phil. Hollenbach.	
	Edward Neder.
	H. C. Blödel.

Special Action of the Convention re the Report.
	Next, the committee report was discussed by individual paragraphs, with the following result:
	Article 1 was approved.
	Article 2. The appointment of St. Louis was approved with 283 against 72 votes. Turner Vahlteich moved to make the election unanimous. Motion passed.

National Executive Committee.
	Vote about the National Executive Committee.
District Name.			Votes.			St. Louis.		Indiana.
		New York			29			 8		21
		Indiana			  7			 7		-
		St. Louis			42			-		-
		New England			17			17		-
		Wisconsin			30			30		 -
		Chicago			41			28		 13
		South Eastern			  2			1		  1
		Philadelphia			37			34		  3
		New Jersey			17			7		10
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			31		  1
		Missouri Valley		  7			7		  -
		Minnesota			  9			-		  9
		Upper Mississippi		14			14		  -
		Rocky Mountain		  6			6		  -
		New Orleans			  1			1		  -
		Central=Illinois		  8			8		  -
		Pacific				12			12		  -
		North Western		  1			-		  -
		Connecticut			10			10		 -
		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			-		11
		Long Island			  5			5		 -
		West New York		  9			9		  -
		Ohio				16			16		  -
		Upper Missouri		  1			1		 -
		Central Michigan		  2			2		  -
		Florida				  1			-		  -
		South Central			  4			4		  -
		North Pacific			  5			5		  -
		South California		  3			3		  -
		Kansas				11			11		  -
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  6		  -	
						
		Total:			            400		             284	              72

Denver, Colo., Elected for the Next Convention.
	Article 3. Denver, Colo., was elected the city where the next Convention will take place with 288 against 110 votes after the following two letters were read as an addition to the committee report.
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Letter from the Mayor of Denver.
	[image: ]
Letter from the Governor of Colorado.
	[image: ]
Vote for Denver and Louisville.
		District Name.			Votes.			Denver.		Louisville.
		New York			29			 29		-
		Indiana			  7			  -		7
		St. Louis			42			 42		-
		New England			17			  9		8
		Wisconsin			30			28		 2
		Chicago			41			30		 11
		South Eastern			  2			2		  -
		Philadelphia			37			-		37
		New Jersey			17			3		14
		Central New York		  2			2		  -
		Pittsburgh			32			24		  8
		Missouri Valley		  7			7		  -
		Minnesota			  9			9		  -
		Upper Mississippi		14			14		  -
		Rocky Mountain		  6			6		  -
		New Orleans			  1			1		  -
		Central Illinois			  8			-		  8
		Pacific				12			12		  -
		North Western		  1			1		  -
		Connecticut			10			10		 -
		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			3		 8
		Long Island			  5			4		  1
		West New York		  9			9		  -
		Ohio				16			14		  2
		Upper Missouri		  1			-		 -
		Central Michigan		  2			2		  -
		Florida				  1			-		  -
		South Central			  4			-		  4
		North Pacific			  5			5		  -
		South California		  3			3		  -
		Kansas				11			11		  -
		Montana			  1			 1		  -
		Nebraska			  6			  6		  -	
						
		Total:			            400		             288	              110
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Turner Miller from Louisville moved to make the election unanimous. Motion passed. 
Turner C. Hermann Boppe made the following amendment to Article 4:
Boppe’s Amendment re the Mutual Benefit Society of the Northwest.
	However, the Convention points out the Turner Mutual Benefit Society and recommends to those members who need such an organization to select this one.
	Turner G. Schweppendick proposed to table the amendment which caused Turner Boppe to withdraw it and the committee report was approved.
	Article 5 was approved. Same with articles 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 and then the report en bloc.

Adjournment.
	Turner Paulus moved to adjourn the session until 10 am on Tuesday, June 21. Motion granted.


Session on the Third Day.
	Third Day.
	Washington, D. C., June 21, 1892.

	Morning Session.
	First Speaker Turner Carl Eberhard opened the session and the minutes from the session on June 20 were read and approved.

Appointing 3 Turners Who Will Submit the Convention’s Resolutions re Immigration and the World’s Fair to Congress.
	Turner Huhn proposed that three Turners from gymnastic society “Columbia” be appointed to submit the Convention’s resolutions regarding immigration and the World’s Fair to Congress. Turner C. Hermann Boppe amended this by proposing the Union Speaker and two other Turners be appointed. The amendment was approved and C. Hermann Boppe proposed this committee be authorized to elect more members. Approved. The Speaker appointed Turner Hugo Münch from Turner district St. Louis, W. Spier from the South Eastern Turner district and Heinrich Metzner from Turner district New York.

Report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	Next, the partial report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes was read. Upon Turner Löw’s from Wisconsin proposal the rules were suspended and the committee’s secretary Turner Maximilian Groβmann read the report in paragraphs, as follows:

	Report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	To the 15th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! The signed below committee would like to recommend:


(p. 34)
	1. Keep the platform and statutes in their current form.
	2. To instruct the National Executive Committee to present a draft for dividing the Union in the Turner districts to the next Convention. This document must be based upon the geographical proximity of the individual societies and a more even membership across the border than is currently the case.
	3. After reviewing the old statutes, the changes suggested by various districts and the draft made by the National Executive Committee your committee decided to use the draft as the basis for its deliberations. We recommend the draft be approved in the following amended form:
	Statutes.
	A. Organization and Government.

What is the Gymnastic Union?
	1. The North American Gymnastic Union is a federation of gymnastic societies in this country united in a fixed organization.
Reason for the Division in Districts.
	The Gymnastic Union is divided in districts to facilitate a better organization and stronger collaboration.
	The Government of the Gymnastic Union.
National Convention, the Highest Legislative Authority.
	2. The highest legislative authority is the National Convention which consists of delegates from all districts.
National Executive Committee, the Highest Executive Authority.
	3. The highest executive authority is the National Executive Committee. Details about its appointment and organization follow.
	National Conventions.
National Conventions Every 2 Years.
National Executive Committee Determines When the Convention Opens.
	4. A national convention meets every two years. It determines the place where the next convention will take place. The convention must take place in May, June or the first half of July. The opening day must be set by the National Executive Committee and announced at least 2 months in advance.
Decisions Go Into Effect When the Convention Ends.
	5. All decisions made by the convention, as long as they do not require a vote, go into effect with the end of the convention and are mandatory for the districts and societies of the Union.
Special Convention If Requested By the Districts.
	6. If a number of districts (that represent at least one third of the national votes) request it, the National Executive Committee is required to call a special national convention.
	The National Executive Committee determines place and time for that convention.
Holding a Special Convention 30 Days after the Request.
	7. The special convention may not take place in less than 30 days after the request was made.
Changing the Place for the Convention.
	8. If holding the convention in the city determined by the previous convention
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turns out to be impossible due to unforeseen problems, the National Executive Committee must propose two other cities and provide reasons for its selection. The city which receives the majority of Union votes will host the next convention. If there is not enough time to conduct such a vote the National Executive Committee will be authorized to postpone the convention so that a vote for a new place can be conducted.
	Votes.
Votes about Certain Decisions of the Convention.
	9. All decisions pertaining to changing the platform or the tenets of the Gymnastic Union will become laws only after they have been approved by an absolute majority of the Union members who in fact vote about the particular matter.
The Convention Decides Which Decisions Must Be Voted On, Except When Demanded by a Legitimate Number of Delegates.
	10. The National Convention may submit other relevant decisions for a vote. Such a vote must be ordered when at least 10 delegates from 6 districts request this.
Vote When Demanded by 3,000 Members.
	11. As soon as 3,000 members submit a written request for a vote regarding an important issue, the passing of a law, the reform or removal of an old law, etc., the National Executive Committee will be required to order a vote about the presented issue immediately.
Vote Must Be Announced To All Members.
	12. Every gymnastic society determines a day when such a vote must be conducted and informs all its members about the time and bills that will be voted on.
Only Personally Submitted Votes Will Be Counted.
	Only the personally submitted votes must be counted.
Duration and Closure of the Vote.
	13. The vote must be closed three months after it was ordered by the National Executive Committee.
Verification of the Vote Result by Speaker and Secretary.
	14. Only the votes sent in verified by the Speaker and Secretary with their signatures and the society’s seal will be considered.
Result of the Vote to Be Published In the Union Newspaper.
	15. After the vote results have been compiled, the National Executive Committee must organize them by district and publish them in the Turner newspaper.
Bill Goes Into Effect On the Date of Publication.
	16. Every bill approved by absolute majority will go into effect on the date of the official announcement.

National Gymnastic Fest Every Four Years.
National Gymnastic Fests. (Regional Gymnastic Fests).
	17. A national gymnastic fest will be held every four years. The national convention held in the year after a national gymnastic fest must set the time and place for the next national gymnastic fest.
Regional Gymnastic Fests.
	18. Upon agreement between the districts in one region, 
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regional gymnastic fests can be held in the time between two national fests, namely always in the second year after a national fest. For the regional fest, the Union must be divided in regions, as follows:
Division in Regions:
I. or “Atlantic Region” consists of districts “New York”, “New England”, “South Eastern”, “Philadelphia”, “New Jersey”, “Central New York”, “Connecticut”, “Long Island” and “West New York”.
	II. or “Lake Erie Region” consists of districts “Pittsburgh”, “Lake Erie”, “Ohio” and Central Michigan”.
	III. or “Northern Region” consists of districts “Wisconsin”, “Chicago”, “Minnesota”, “Upper Mississippi” and “North Western”.
	IV. or “Mississippi Valley Region” consists of districts “Indiana”, “St. Louis”, “New Orleans”, “Central Illinois” and “South Central”.
	V. or “Central Region” consists of districts “Missouri Valley”, “Rocky Mountain”, “Upper Missouri”, “Kansas” and “Nebraska”.
	VI. or “Pacific Region” consists of districts “Pacific”, “Nord=Pacific”, “South California” and “Montana”.
Judges to Be Appointed By the National Executive Committee.
	19. The judges for the national gymnastic fests will be appointed by the National Executive Committee. Their travel expenses will be covered by the Gymnastic Union.
National Fest Prizes. Society-, District- and Region Prizes. Topics for the Essays Determined by the National Executive Committee. Gymnastic Teachers Allowed to Participate Only in the Literary Competitions. Prize-Winning Essays to Be Published In the Union Newspaper.
	20. The prizes at the national fests are diplomas and wreaths. At the society-, district and regional fests other awards are allowed as well.
	The topics for the essays will be determined by the National Executive Committee. One of the topics must pertain to physical exercises.
	Gymnastic teachers are allowed to compete only in the literary part of the fests.
	The diploma winning essays must be published in the Turner newspaper.
When National Gymnastic Fests Need to Be Relocated.
	21. If a national fest cannot be held in the city determined by the National Convention, the National Executive Committee must ask the largest Turner districts if they would like to host the fest. All districts that responded must be submitted for a vote by all districts. The district that received the majority of national votes will be required to host the national fest. The National Executive Committee will agree with this district on the place and time to hold the fest.
	National Executive Committee.
The National Convention Determines the National Executive Committee District.
	22. The National Convention selects the district where the National Executive Committee’s seat will be.
The Convention of the National Executive Committee District Appoints the Members of the National Executive Committee. Absolute Majority Required.
	23. The convention of the National Executive Committee district appoints the members of the National Executive Committee. The National Executive Committee consists of 15 members, three of whom must have gymnastic teacher education and belong to the Technical Committee. In addition, six substitutes must be elected, two of whom must have gymnastic teacher education.
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Absolute majority is required for the election of these officials.
Structure of the National Executive Committee.
	24. The National Executive Committee is structured by appointing a First and Second Speakers, a First and Second Secretaries and a Treasurer.
Standing Committees in the National Executive Committee.
	25. The following standing committees are appointed by the First Speaker:
		a) Committee for Practical Gymnastics.
		b) Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
		c) Committee for Complaints and Accusations.
		d) Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
		e) Committee for Finances.
		f) Committee for Legislative Matters.
Salaried Officials.
Salary Determined By the National Executive Committee.
	26. Both Secretaries, the Treasurer as well as the secretary of the Committee for Practical Gymnastics must receive suitable pay for their work. The National Executive Committee will determine the salaries.
Duties of the First Secretary.
Second Secretary as Substitute for the First Secretary.
	27. The First Secretary takes care of the correspondence, the Second Secretary keeps the meeting minutes and aids the First Secretary. Both stand in for each other when necessary.
	28. After appointing its committees, the National Executive Committee must define their duties.
Declaring the Position of a National Executive Committee Member’s Vacant.
	29. When a member of the National Executive Committee fails to perform his duties the National Executive Committee must declare his position vacant.
District Convention Electing the National Executive Committee Must Be Held Within 30 Days.
	30. The convention of the National Executive Committee district must meet within 30 days after the National Convention ends to elect the 15 members and 6 substitutes of the National Executive Committee. The substitutes will fill any vacancies according to the number of votes they receive.
Vacancies in the National Executive Committee.
	If one of the 5 officials’ positions were to become vacant, the National Executive Committee augmented by the substitute who stepped in will elect a new official from its midst.
National Executive Committee District Responsible for the Management of the National Treasury.
Surety for the Treasurer.
	31. The National Executive Committee district is responsible for the National Executive Committee managing the Union treasury. The Treasurer must provide a sufficient surety to that committee.
Rights of the Members of the National Executive Committee at National Conventions.
They Do Not Represent Any Districts.
	32. At national conventions, the members of the National Executive Committee have the same rights as the delegates except the right to vote and therefore they cannot represent any districts.
They May Not Occupy Any District Positions.
	33. The members of the National Executive Committee may not fill any positions in a district.
Administrative Year of the Gymnastic Union.
Settling the Accounts of the National Treasury.
	34. The administrative year of the National Executive Committee begins on September 1, the treasury accounts are settled on March 31 every year.
Term of Service of the Previous National Executive Committee.
	35. The previous National Executive Committee remains in service until the end of the administrative year on August 31
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Term of Service of the New National Executive Committee.
	36. The term of service for the new National Executive Committee begins on September 1 after its election by the district convention.
Limitations in the Terms of Service of the National Executive Committee.
	37. The National Executive Committee can be hosted by the same district only for three consecutive terms. After another term has passed that district is eligible again.
Creating Districts.
Gymnastic Union Districts.
	38. Several gymnastic societies located close to each other that join an organization build a Turner district provided their membership represents at least one national vote.
The Societies In One City Belong to the Same District.
	39. The gymnastic societies in one township belong to the same district with the exception of the situations discussed in Articles 40 and 41.
District’s Refusal to Accept a Gymnastic Society.
	40. If the district to which a new society is applying for membership according to its location refuses to accept it, that society is authorized to join another district located nearby. If the society were rejected there as well the National Executive Committee shall be authorized, when appealed to, to decide whether and where this society ought to be admitted.
Exception.
National Executive Committee Is Authorized to Decide.
Decision Valid Until the Next National Convention.
	41. If a gymnastic society wishes to leave one district and join another one close by this should be permitted if its current district does not object. However, if the latter objects it to the National Executive Committee, the Committee, after examining the reasons, must assign the society to a third neighbor district (with the permission of that district) until the next National Convention. The next National Convention makes the final decision which district the society in question must join. This whole situation is an exception and can only happen when that society has fulfilled all its obligations toward the original district it belonged to.
Statutes.
Organization and Government.
	A. Organization and Government.
	Article 1: approved.
National Gymnastic Union Government.
	National Gymnastic Union Government.
	Article 2: approved.
	Article 3: approved.
National Conventions.
	National Conventions.
	Article 4: approved.
	Article 5:	“
	Article 6: 	“
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Turner Max Königer was against the approval of Article 6 and wishes his objection be included in the minutes.
	Article 7: approved.
	Article 8:	“
Vote.
	Votes.
Article 9: approved.
	Article 10:	“
	Article 11:	“
	Article 12:	“
	Article 13:	“
Amendment.
	Turner Sonnenschein proposed the following amendment to Article 14:
	Only the votes that were sent in verified by the Speaker and Secretary with their signatures and the society’s seal will be considered.
	Amendment approved.
	Article 15: approved.
	Article 16: 	“
National Gymnastic Fests.
	National Gymnastic Fests. (Regional Gymnastic Fests).
	Article 17: approved.
	Article 18: 	“
	Article 19: 	“
	Upon the proposal from Turner L. Trenn from New York Article 20 was approved in the following form:
	At national, regional and district fests the prizes are diplomas and wreaths. At the societies’ fests other awards are permissible as well.
	Article 21: approved.
National Executive Committee.
	National Executive Committee.
Article 22: approved
	Article 23 	”
	Article 24 	”
	Article 25 	”
	Article 26 	”
	Article 27 	”
	Article 28 	”
	Article 29 	”
	Article 30 	”
	Article 31 	”
	Article 32 	”
	Article 33 	”
	Article 34 	”
	Article 35 	”
	Article 36 	”
	Article 37 	”
Districts.
	Districts.
	Turner C. H. Boppe moved to have the next 4 paragraphs Articles 38, 39, 40 and 41 read and discussed individually. The secretary of the committee submitted one majority and one minority report for discussion. Later, the session adjourned until 3 pm.
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Afternoon Session.
Afternoon Session.
	The delegates met at 3 in the afternoon. Turner Eberhard presided. The following telegrams were read and acknowledged:

Telegram from Brosius and the Students in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	Milwaukee, Wis., June 21, 1892.
	Wm. Reuter, Washington, D. C.
	A heartfelt “Good health” to the Convention and the Gymnastic Union from gymnastic teacher Brosius and the students in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.

Telegram from F. W. Parker and Karl Kroh.
Normal Park, Ill., June 21, 1892.
	North-American Gymnastic Union Convention, Concordia Hall.
	Congratulations to the Cook. Co. Normal School. Please remember the Common Schools in your discussions.
	F. W. Parker.
	C. J. Kroh.

Report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes Continued.
	The Committee for Platform and Statutes reported that its majority and minority have agreed on a draft. Turner Spiegel from Cincinnati moved to authorize the committee to withdraw both previous drafts and submit the new one to the session. Motion granted. Next, Turner Berger moved to have the draft read in paragraphs. Motion granted.
	Article 38 was approved.
	Article 39	“	“
	Article 40	“	“

Art. 41 Substituted With the National Executive Committee’s draft.
	Turner G. Lang proposed to substitute Article 41 with the draft created by the National Executive Committee, namely:
	“If it is in the interest of a gymnastic society to join another district, the National Executive Committee has the right, after examining the reasons both parties presented, to decide to which district the society in questions must belong.
	This decision remains in effect until the next National Convention.”

	Objection from Maximilian Groβmann.
	During the vote Turner Maximilian Groβmann objected to the actions of Turner district New York which refused his request to not participate in the vote. The district claimed that the vote must be submitted and that this is clearly stated in the relevant instructions of its district convention.
	The result of the vote was 82 in favor and 314 against, distributed as follows:
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Vote about the Substitute.
District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
		New York			29			 29		-
		Indiana			  7			  -		7
		St. Louis			42			 21		21
		New England			17			  8		9
		Wisconsin			30			  -		30
		Chicago			41			3		38
		South Eastern			  2			-		 2
		Philadelphia			37			9		28
		New Jersey			17			-		17
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			2		  30
		Missouri Valley		  7			-		   7
		Minnesota			  9			-		   9
		Upper Mississippi		14			-		   14
		Rocky Mountain		  6			-		   6
		New Orleans			  1			1		  -
		Central Illinois			  8			-		  8
		Pacific				12			-		  12
		North Western		  1			-		  1
		Connecticut			10			-		 10
		South Atlantic			  1			1		  -
		Lake Erie			11			3		 8
		Long Island			  5			-		  5
		West New York		  9			-		  9
		Ohio				16			5		  11
		Upper Missouri		  1			-		 -
		Central Michigan		  2			-		  2
		Florida				  1			-		  1
		South Central			  4			-		  4
		North Pacific			  5			-		  5
		South California		  3			-		  -
		Kansas				11			-		11
		Montana			  1			  -		  1
		Nebraska			  6			  6		  -	
						
		Total:			            400		              82	            314
	Next, Article 41 was approved. With this, the committee ended its partial report.
Insert From the Committee In Charge Of Resolutions To Send To Congress.
	The committee in charge of submitting resolutions to Congress reported that it has added new members and submitted the following list of names:
	Hugo Münch, St. Louis, Mo.
	Hy. Metzner, New York, N. Y.
	G. W. Spier, Washington, D. C.
	J. H. Steinberg, Cincinnati, O.
	Paul W. Roder, Newark, N. J.
	Wm. Wartmann, Pittsburgh, Pa.
	Phil. Andres, Omaha, Nebr.
	Victor L. Berger, Milwaukee, Wis.
	John Gloy, Chicago, Ill.
	Philipp Hollenbach, Louisville, Ky.
	Peter Scherer, New Ulm, Minn.
	A. L. Weise, Philadelphia, Pa.
	Ferd. Rinne, Denver, Col.
	Ex officio:
	President: Carl Eberhard, Boston, Mass.
	Vice President: W. C. Pollner, Cleveland, O.
	Secretary: John Hohl, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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Report of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
	Next, the Committee for Intellectual Efforts reported. The report was acknowledged and read in paragraphs:
	Washington, D. C., June 21, 1892.
	To the National Convention!
	Good health! Because the committee received additional instructions it held a second session and made the following decisions:
All Districts Must Have Committees for Intellectual Efforts.
	1. We ask the Convention to recommend the districts that do not yet have committees for intellectual efforts appoint such entities and instruct them to work earnestly for increasing the intellectual activities in the entire Union.
Support for the Annuals by H. Metzner. 
	2. We take on the proposal of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts at the last convention in New York (A brief history of gymnastics should be prepared in chronological order and in calendar format and published, etc.) that was tabled back then. We are happy to see the history of gymnastics published by Heinrich Metzner in New York. After reading the books we believe it is good to recommend the Convention not simply ask but require the societies to purchase the annuals for their libraries. The Speaker of the National Executive Committee informed us that the author told him he is forced to stop any further editions because of the extremely meager financial support he received from the Union. It is our opinion that it would be extremely embarrassing for the Gymnastic Union if such work should cease for this reason; in addition, the published issues will lose their value. Therefore we request the Convention take our recommendation very seriously and secure financial support from the Union for the continued publishing of the book.
Thanks to Col. F. W. Parker, Karl Kroh, W. A. Stecher, R. Pertuch and the Gymnastic Society Philadelphia.
	3. We recommend the Convention convey its gratitude to Col. F. W. Parker, Superintendent of the “Cool Co. (Ill.) Normal School”, gymnastic teacher Karl Kroh from the same school, gymnastic teacher Stecher from St. Louis, gymnastic teacher R. Pertuch from Philadelphia and the gymnastic society Philadelphia for the successful representation and intelligent assistance at the convention of the Society “For the Advancement of Physical Education” in Philadelphia.
Establishing General Mandatory School Attendance. 
	4. We point out to the Convention that according to the principle decisions of the Gymnastic Union the Turner districts must support establishing general mandatory school attendance in their states.
	5. The Convention is pleased to recognize the fact that the German gymnastics system 
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The “Cook County Normal School” Is Under Karl Kroh’s Leadership.
was adopted in the “Cook County Normal School”; what is more, the school entrusted to the leadership of gymnastic teacher Karl Kroh.
	The Committee for Intellectual Efforts:
	J. Vahlteich, Chair.		
	J. B. Mayer, Chair.
	P. Max Kühnrich.
	H. Metzner.
	Hy. Edling.
	Philipp Andres.
	Chr. J. Dörr.
	Victor L. Berger.
	L. Schottmüller.

Vote for the Committee Report.
	Article 1 was approved.
	Article 2 was amended by Turner C. H. Boppe to state that the Union commits to purchase 500 copies of the “Annuals” and that the Committee for Intellectual Efforts of the Gymnastic Union will make sure they are distributed.
	Amendment approved.
	Article 3 was approved.
	Article 4 was approved.
	Article 5 was amended by Turner W. C. Pollner with the insert: “and thanks Turner Molter from Sandusky, O. for his efforts in support of introducing gymnastics in the public schools in the state of Ohio”.
	Next, the committee report was approved en bloc as amended.

Report of the Committee for the World’s Fair.
	The report of the Committee for the World’s Fair was read first and then discussed by individual paragraphs.
	To the 15th Convention!
	Good health! The Committee for the representation of the Gymnastic Union at the World’s Fair in Chicago was structured as follows: G. Ihsen, Chair and Aug. Arnold, Secretary. It submits the following recommendation to the Convention:
	1. We find the National Executive Committee’s proposal to urge the World’s Fair management, resp. the Department for Education to conduct a general exposition or demonstration of the different gymnastic systems (for which preparatory work has been done and is congruent with the proposal of the Chicago Turner district) suitable. We recommend the Convention adopt this proposal.
	2. In addition, we recommend the necessary expenses be covered through an added tax of 10 cents per member.
	3. To put Turner district “Chicago” and the National Executive Committee
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in charge of this task.
	5. 4. The Convention shall instruct the National Executive Committee to invite the European Turners to participate in the gymnastic demonstrations at the World’s Fair.
	G. Ihsen, Chair.
	Aug. Arnold, Secretary.
	H. J. Oberschelp.
	Ed. Weiland.
	Joel H. Steinberg.
	Chris. Paulus.
	Magnus Winter.

Vote about the Proposal.
	Upon Turner Braun’s proposal, Article 1 was amended by replacing “of the Chicago Turner district” with “of the Committee for the World’s Fair of the North American Gymnastic Union”.
	Turner Huhn moved to table Article 2 until after dealing with any issues the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary may bring before the Convention. Motion passed.
	Turner Braun submitted the following substitute to Article 3:
	“All preparations and instructions must be determined and executed by the World’s Fair Committee of the North American Gymnastic Union. However, before the committee takes any final measures for the creation of a plan it must obtain the approval of the National Executive Committee. After the approval of the proposal, the latter must allot the necessary funds”.
	This substitute was approved.
	Article 4 was approved, then the committee report was tabled.

Report of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	Turner Tönsfeld reported on behalf of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. The report was acknowledged and read paragraph by paragraph:
	To the 15th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! Your committee for school affairs presents the following report:
	Article 1. We concur with the instructions from several districts and the faculty and recommend a summer course of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary be held over the course of several weeks. This course is to be taught in English. It must be open to gymnastic teachers as well as other people who want to learn about our gymnastics system.
	For this year, we believe it a good idea to make course four weeks long and to advertise it only in our gymnastic circles.
	Article 2. A department for the different gymnastic systems must be created for the summer courses and the regular courses. 
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	Article 3. In order to offer our young gymnastic teachers the opportunity to measure up to professional educators your committee recommends conducting a second course after the first year is completed for those students who have the desire and financial means to do so. The students who leave the school after the first course will receive a certificate; those who graduate from the two-year course will receive a diploma.
	The second course must be open also to gymnastic teachers who have older diplomas.
	Article 4. Because the Seminary currently has higher demands to the Union’s treasury than in previous years, the National Executive Committee must be authorized to add a special annual tax of 10 cents for every member if it deems it necessary. The funds procured will be used exclusively to support the school.
	Article 5. Your committee recommends the submitted rules for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary be approved, with the following changes:
	a) To Article 10, page 3: per recommendation from Turner district St. Louis - the following insert: “At least one gymnastic teacher must be a member of the Board of Trustees”.
	b) See below.
	c) We are not in favor of the change to Article 11 proposed by the National Executive Committee; however, we recommend to replace “electoral and supervisory authority” at the beginning with “electoral authority”.
	d) (page 4) The following should be added to Article 13: If the National Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees cannot agree about a faculty hire, the decision must be made by a group of three judges which must include one delegate from the Executive Committee, one from the Board of Trustees and a third member appointed by those two.
	b) The closing sentence of Article 10 must be: A detailed invoice about all expenditures must be submitted to the National Executive Committee.
	Article 6. It is our strong belief that the Board of Trustees and the faculty of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary worked self-sacrificingly for the success of the school, therefore your committee recommends the Convention expresses its gratitude to them all.
	J. Tönsfeldt.
	Carl Lieber.
	W. Zöller.
	F. Rinne.
	Oscar Scheer.
	W. Müller.
	Turner Boppe submitted to following amendment to Article 1:
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Vote about the Presented Report.
	To refrain from conducting a course every year but to prepare a course for the next summer. However, the gymnastic teachers in the Union should be invited to attend the fencing class offered by G. Heintz.
	The amendment was rejected and Article 1 was approved as submitted by the committee.
	Article 2 approved as well.
	Turner Bandlow moved to refer Article 3 to the National Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary to report at the Convention. Motion passed.
	Article 4 was approved. Adjournment until 8 pm.

Adjournment.

Evening Session.
	Evening Session.
Report of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary – Continued.
	Speaker C. Eberhard called the session to order at 8 pm. The Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary continued its report about the rules for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. The report was approved in its entirety.
	The same committee read the report of the observation committee about the school’s exam. This report was approved as well. Same with a letter from Karl Kroh handed in to the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees.
Report of the Observation Committee for the Final Exam of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	Report of the Observation Committee for the Final Exam of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	To the Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union and the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary of the North American Gymnastic Union, Washington, D. C.
	Good health! Although the current course has not finished yet, the final exam in the science subjects and the teaching demonstrations with the students of the exemplary school of the National German American Teachers Seminary took place on June 14 through 16.
	The signed below observation committee appointed by the National Executive Committee for this specific reason would like to present the following provisional report which cannot and is not supposed to claim thoroughness:
	First and foremost, we are happy to state that this first course in the Union’s very own home not only measures up favorably to all previous courses but it stands out among them in many ways. This should not come as a big surprise, though, because the teaching aids available to the current course are much better than in the past. It became quite clear how advantageous it is
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to have the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in direct connection with an exemplary elementary and college school. While in previous years the students only had the opportunity to give sample lessons for the various ages in the gymnastic school of this or that gymnastic society, now we we have a completely regulated school. There, all ages of both sexes, from the small child up to the young man or woman, are available for the college students to teach on a daily basis. However, this circumstance should be utilized even more.
	In the most cities where gymnastic classes found their way into the curriculum of the public schools they are conducted, for the most part, in the regular school room between the benches. Therefore, the students must be given the opportunity to learn how to conduct those. This is actually easier because the school rooms in the exemplary school are set up very similarly to the classrooms in other schools.
	The Seminary students made a very good impression as a class which proved that the Board of Trustees, faculty and students put in lots of effort to make this course one the North American Gymnastic Union can be truly proud of. Fortunately, the concerns previously expressed by many that it would be impossible for both schools to collaborate turned out to be unfounded.
	With this, we do not mean to say that future courses cannot be improved. However, because the first course ended so satisfactorily we can look into the future with ease –especially because we can assume the school will remain under the management of the same Board and the same faculty and that both entities will do everything to accomplish even greater results based on the experiences already made.
	What we especially liked was the fact that the Seminary students are required to not only lead classes on the sports field but teach the children in the classroom as well. This fulfills the wish expressed at previous conventions, namely that a gymnastic teacher should be capable to work in the class room as well.
	We will include any detailed critical observations in our next report.
	We do want to point out at this point however: it is crucial that the observation committee be given more opportunities 
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to test the students at future exams. This is the only way the committee can verify the skills of the individual students in a thorough manner.
	In addition, we believe that if the school is to perform in its fullest capacity, the Gymnastic Union may not spare any cost to support it. Therefore we would like to point out something else to the Convention: we are all aware of the fact that that our German gymnastics system has received blows from many sides in the last few years and that in certain cities other systems have won the victory over our gymnastics system. Thus we believe that our young gymnastic teachers must familiarize themselves with the various gymnastics systems so that they learn exactly what the advantages of the one system over the other so they may become courageous fighters for our gymnastics. Only a man who made it his special endeavor to grasp the current systems and is able to convey the observations he gained to others can teach this successfully.
	Therefore we recommend the Seminary’s Board of Trustees be tasked to find such a teacher and allot sufficiently high remuneration.
	The lectures could be held during the summer months so that other gymnastic teachers may be given the opportunity to benefit from them.
	We wish the North American Gymnastic Union best of luck for the future success of its school. With Turner greetings:
	The Observation Committee:
	Heinr. Suder.
	Carl Kroh.
	Oscar Sputh.

Report of the Committee for the World’s Fair.
	The tabled report of the Committee for the World’s Fair was resumed and Article 2 was discussed and amended to approve 10 cents for one year and then approved. Turner Huhn moved to re-evaluate this decision. Motion passed. The same Turner moved to amend the decision to a 10 cent tax per member for two years to cover the costs for the representation at the Fair. Motion passed. Next, the report of the Committee for the World’s Fair was approved en bloc. A motion to adjourn was rejected and the report of the Committee for Complaints and Appeals was read, discussed and after a few editorial changes approved unanimously:
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Committee for Complaints and Appeals.
	To the 15th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union.
	Good health! Your Committee for Complaints and Appeals would like to report the following about its work:
	The committee was structured by electing Turner M. J. Rohlfs from Turner district Mississippi for Chair and Henry Stubenrauch from Turner district Missouri Valley for Secretary.
	The committee received two issues for processing:
Philipp Keller, Denver, Colo.
	1. The appeal of Philip Keller from Turner district Rocky Mountain.
Gymnastic Society Chicago.
	2. The petition of the gymnastic society Chicago.
	In the first case, the committee recommends to keep the decision of the National Executive Committee who rejected the appeal because it was not made within the time frame mandated by the Union’s statutes.
	After examining the various facts in the so-called Chicago discords the committee came to the following conclusions:
	1. The gymnastic society Chicago was completely wrong to refuse the suspended Turner Vahlteich the right to membership during his pending appeal. Thus the expulsion of the society by the district executive committee was justified and was done in a completely regulated manner.
	The gymnastic society could have appealed the decree of expulsion to the National Executive Committee; instead, it went directly to the convention, which, per the Union laws, is not the next authority to be addressed in this case. Therefore the committee recommends the petition of the gymnastic society Chicago be rejected.
	2. The actions of the National Executive Committee must be confirmed as in complete accordance with the Union laws.
	3. However, in consideration of the significant contributions the society has made to gymnastics for many years and, additionally, keeping in mind that the great goals of the Gymnastic Union can be accomplished better by uniting all powers who agree with our platform and tenets than with division, your committee recommends:
	a) To instruct and authorize the executive committee of Turner district Chicago to reinstate the society and all other societies that were part of the district in the past and are applying for re-admission under the condition that they adopt the platform and tenets as well as the laws of the Gymnastic Union unreservedly and bring their own societies’ statutes in accordance with the Union’s laws.
	b) All complaints that resulted from the above mentioned discords must be crushed and the members of the
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gymnastic societies and the district must be urged to act with more brotherly love and patience in all their interactions, as well as more respect for everybody’s opinion.
	While we were examining this whole affair we came to the conclusion that each of the arguing parties, on multiple occasions, lacked the good will and kindness that Turners should demonstrate when dealing with each other. If they had the whole argument would not have come so far and become so dangerous.
M. J. Rohlfs, Chair.
Henry Stubenrauch, Secretary.
Jos. Dauben.
David Ginand.
A. L. Weise.
Th. Kästner.
John Meihard.

Fourth Day.
	Fourth Day.
Washington, D. C., June 22, 1892.

Morning Session.

Morning Session.
Committee for Physical Exercises.
	The First Speaker opened the session at 8:20. After the minutes were read and approved the Committee for Physical Exercises took the floor. Upon motion granted its report was discussed by individual paragraphs without first reading it in its entirety.
	Each paragraph was approved and then the report was approved en bloc.
	Next, Turner Pertuch from Philadelphia proposed to hold a Teacher’s Day this year as well and its place and time be determined by the gymnastic teachers present at the Convention.

Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	The Committee for Platform and Statutes took the floor to present its report.

Conditions for Admission in the Turner District.
	Article 42. No society shall be admitted in a district, resp. the Gymnastic Union, if it has not previously declared its agreement with the platform, tenets and statutes of the Gymnastic Union, notified the district executive committee, resp. the National Executive Committee, and submitted its own statutes to the National Executive Committee for examination. The National Executive Committee must announce the new admission in the Turner newspaper immediately. If, 
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the admission is contested within 20 days of this announcement, the National Executive Committee has the right to make the final decision in this matter.
District Convention Highest Authority in the District. -  Must Take Place Annually. Representation Determined By the District.
	43. The legislative authority of the district is the district convention which must be held at least once every year.
	The delegates to the district conventions are elected by the individual societies. The ratio between the number of delegates from each society and its total number of members will be determined by each district.
All Districts Must Be Represented At the National Convention.
	44. Every district must be represented at the National Convention, either by its own delegates or by Turners from other districts who have been granted a mandate from the respective district.
Determination of the Number of Votes of the Various Districts.
	45. The districts are allowed the following number of votes:
	Up to 100 members – one vote, for each additional 100 member or more than half of that – one additional vote.
	One delegate can represent all votes of his district.
Delegates to the National Conventions Elected by the District Conventions.
	46. Only delegates elected by a district convention and registered with the respective district mandate have a seat and a vote at regular and extra conventions. The district conventions have the right to instruct the National Convention delegates of their districts to vote on their behalf when needed. These instructions are definite. However, the instructions are not intended to obstruct the free expression of opinion of the individual delegates.
Districts Represented By Delegates from Other Districts.
	47. Districts represented by delegates from other districts may not elect delegates from the district where the convention takes place.
One Delegate At a National Convention May Represent Only One District.
	48. One delegate cannot represent more than one district.
Districts with Outstanding National Tax Per Capita Allowed to Seat and Vote Only with the Convention’s Permission.
	49. Districts that have not remitted their dues for the administrative year prior to the National Convention can be permitted a seat and a vote only if the Convention decides.
Districts Not Represented At National Conventions.
	50. Districts not represented at national conventions that fail to provide sufficient excuse to the National Executive Committee within four weeks from the first day of the convention must be expelled from the Gymnastic Union by National Executive Committee. The decision of the National Executive Committee must be published in the Union newspaper.
Expenditures of the Delegates at National Conventions Covered By the Districts.
	51. The districts must cover the expenses for board and lodging of their delegates at the national conventions.
Election of the District Executive Committee.
	52. The highest executive authority in the district is the district executive committee. Its members are elected by the district convention as it deems it appropriate for a term of service of one year.
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Tax Per Capita for the Union’s Purposes.
	53. Every Turner district pays an annual due of 20 cents per member in the first half of the year. Gymnastic societies that join the district, resp. the Union, between January 1 and October 1 must pay the dues for the entire current year. If they join in the last three months they will pay the dues for the next year.
District Executive Committee Responsible For the Tax Per Capita of the Entire District.
	54. The district executive committees are responsible for the dues of their members as recorded in their statistical reports as of January 1 or, according to Article 10, who have been admitted in their societies prior to October 1. However, the National Executive Committee is authorized to assign a district executive committee taxes per capita that have not been paid by gymnastic societies to the district treasury.
Suspension of Districts by the National Executive Committee.
	55. Districts that, after having been warned twice, fail to fulfill their duties regarding administrative matters can be suspended by the National Executive Committee with no other action required. The suspension must be announced in the Turner newspaper. The district executive committee can take the same steps against any of its gymnastic societies that do not fulfill their responsibilities. However, only the national convention can authorize expulsion from the Union.
Expulsion by the National Convention.
 Conditions for Re-admission of Expelled Districts.
	56. Expelled districts can be re-admitted in the Union at any time after they have fulfilled their obligations. However, they must pay the regular registration fees for new districts.
Registration Fees for Gymnastic Societies Joining the Gymnastic Union.
	57. Every society applying for membership in the Union must include $3.00 with its application. If the application is rejected the fee will be reimbursed. In addition, a copy of the society’s statutes must be sent to the National Executive Committee with the application.
Penalties for Delays in Submitting Annual Reports and Membership Dues.
	58. Districts or societies that have not sent in their complete statistical reports to the National Executive Committee by February 1 must be assigned an additional tax of 10 percent of the membership dues the late societies paid in the previous year. This increase must also be paid if the statistical reports were sent in complete form after February 1.
	Districts with over one year late dues must be assigned a similar penalty tax of 10 percent.
Turner Passports and Travel Documents.
	59. The National Executive Committee provides the districts with Turner passports and travel documents upon request. Only documents with the Union seal are valid in the Union except those owned by Turners from other countries.
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Expiration of the Turner Passports.
	60. The Turner passports issued by the Gymnastic Union are valid for 60 days, those issued abroad 6 months.

	Gymnastic Societies.
Conditions for Admission in a Gymnastic Society.
	61. Candidates for admission in a gymnastic society must be at least 18 years old; have an unblemished character; be citizens of the United States or taken steps to become such; may not have been suspended from a gymnastic society in the last 5 years or expelled from a gymnastic society in the last year; must go through a 4-week long probation period and when admitted must pledge to observe strictly the platform and statutes of the Gymnastic Union as well as the statutes of that society and district.
Mandatory Applications.
	62. Applications for membership are provided by the National Executive Committee free of charge. It is mandatory for all gymnastic societies to use them.
Recordkeeping of Society Members and Their Citizenship.
	63. The societies are required to make inquiries occasionally and at least once a year whether members who were admitted pending their US citizenship indeed became citizens. The societies committees are required to keep records of all members, regardless of whether they are citizens or not. Members who, after repeated reminders, fail to obtain citizenship within eight weeks must be suspended.
Admission with Turner Passports Issued By the Union.
	64. Every Turner who owns a passport signed by the authorized officials and applies for admission must be admitted in another society without probation period and admission fee provided one third of the members are not against the candidate’s application.
	He must pledge to abide by the district and society statutes.
Admission with Foreign Turner Passports.
	65. Before he turns in his passport a Turner who entered the country on a foreign passport must have become a US citizen or submitted the legal declaration that he wants to become one.
Leaving a Society with a Discharge Card.
	66. Every Turner who leaves his gymnastic society after fulfilling his obligations must be issued a passport (discharge card) upon request.
Travel Documents.
	67. Travel documents are issued by the societies for members for a temporary absence. These Turners must pay their membership dues for the time period on the card in advance.
Leaving a Society without Fulfilling the Obligations to the Society.
	68. A Turner who left his society without fulfilling his duties to the same and joined another gymnastic society, even after a successful probation period, must, as soon this was found out,
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be suspended from the latter until he has fulfilled his obligations toward the first society.
Relocation Requires Joining a New Society. Exception.
	69. A Turner who moves into another town must join the gymnastic society there if such one exists. If an exception from this rule is desired the district executive committee of the district he wishes to leave may grant the exception.
Purpose of the Gymnastic Societies.
	70. One of the main tasks of the gymnastic societies, resp. the Gymnastic Union, must be working to implement systematic gymnastics classes in the schools as an indispensable part of a robust youth education. 
Requirement to Practice Gymnastics Based On Rational Principles.
	71. Therefore, the gymnastic societies are required to practice gymnastics based on rational principles and ensure that only gymnastic teachers, gymnastic instructors and Vorturners [Vorturners were the most gifted and skilled gymnasts in a group who assisted the gymnastic teacher by demonstrating the new exercises to the other gymnasts who then learned and practiced them under the guidance of the Vorturners] are hired who comprehend and are able to teach gymnastics in this fashion.
Building German Schools and Implementing the German Language.
	72. It is the duty of the societies to contribute to building and improving good German – English schools where music, song, drawing and gymnastics are fully recognized as methods of education. In addition, the societies must work toward mandatory school attendance and ensure that German is taught in the public schools.
Talks, Lectures and Debates. 
	73. The societies are required to hold monthly instructional talks, lectures or debates for the education of their members. It is preferred that the selected topics discuss the decisions and principles of the Gymnastic Union.
	The National Executive Committee will send the topics to the individual societies. However, it is desirable that occasionally all gymnastic societies discuss the platform and tenets of the Gymnastic Union at these events so that the members better comprehend the requirements of the Union.
Compiled Report about the Talks and Debates.
	74. The gymnastic societies must send in the results of the talk or debate to the National Executive Committee using the forms the latter provided for that purpose within four weeks after the event. These reports must be organized by the National Executive Committee and published in one comprehensive report about all societies’ activities.
Gymnastic Societies for Children.
	75. If possible, the gymnastic societies must establish and support gymnastic societies for children in order to assure solid off-spring for their members. Gymnastic schools students are eligible for membership in such a society when they turn 15. The gymnastic societies for children are under the special care of their respective Turner society.
Annual Reports.
	76. The gymnastic societies must send an exact statistical report about the previous year to their district executive committee before January 15. The committee must send the reports from all societies in the district
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to the National Executive Committee and verify their accuracy no later than February 1.
Authority of the Secretary of the National Executive Committee.
	77. If necessary, the First Secretary of the National Executive Committee is authorized to contact the respective societies directly for their reports.
Limits to Membership.
	78. No Turner may be a member of two gymnastic societies, honorary members excepted. However, in district and Union affairs, these members can execute their right to vote only in one society.
Health and Death Insurance Not Permissible.
	79. Health and death insurance may not be made mandatory in the statutes of the individual societies.
Platforms, Statutes and Constitutions of the Gymnastic Societies.
	80. The platform, tenets and statutes of the Gymnastic Union must guide the constitutions of all districts and societies. The latter documents may not include regulations that are against the Constitution of the Gymnastic Union.
Requirement to Append the Union Platform and Statutes to the District and Societies Constitutions.
	81. The platform, tenets and statutes of the Gymnastic Union must be published in German and English and delivered to the societies for the list price in a format that makes it possible for them to be bound with the district and societies statutes.
	Every district and gymnastic society must be required to append, resp. bind the Union platform, tenets and laws with its district or society constitution.
The Expulsion Penalty.
	82. The expulsion penalty may be set upon a member only for dishonorable behavior. The district committees must report all such expulsions to the National Executive Committee. The latter must announce those to the gymnastic societies on an annual basis.
Statue of Limitation for Suspension and Expulsion.
	83. Suspended members can be considered for re-admission after one year, expelled members however after five years.
Accusations and Allegations.
	84. Accusations and allegations may not be made public in any way. However, if there is justified cause for an accusation or complaint, it is the duty of the Turner or the respective societies or districts to take the matter to the appropriate authority.
Disregard for the Platform and Statutes.
	85. Members, societies or districts that disregard any of the rules in the platform or the statutes of the Gymnastic Union must be held accountable by the next highest authority and required to fulfil their obligations when they have failed to do so. They can be suspended or expelled and have the right to appeal.
Memoranda.
	86. The National Executive Committee is instructed to prepare all memoranda to be sent to the Congress of the United States and other legislative or executive entities that support any decisions or reforms of laws that comply with our platform and tenets.
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In addition, the National Executive Committee will circulate these memoranda among the gymnastic societies as well as the organizations or citizens who concur with our efforts to collect signatures.  
	The district committees have the same obligation in the case of memoranda to the state legislatures or other administrative bodies in their districts.

	B. Accusations and Appeals.
	The Accusation.
The Accusation.
	1. If a Turner is accused of an offense by his society or by a member of his society or by another gymnastic society or a member if it the accusation must be referred to the committee of his society to examine and make a decision. The accused Turner must be given written notification about the session in which the complaint is reviewed at least one week in advance. In addition, he must be provided with a copy of the accusation.
Authority of the Committee.
	2. The committee can preside only if at least two thirds of its members are present. If the plaintiff or the defendant happen to be a member of the committee the gymnastic society must appoint a jury.
Jury and Authorization.
	The Turners who are elected on this jury must submit a declaration that they have no personal interest in the proceedings and can act as impartial judges.
	The jury elects a Chair and a Secretary from among its members and has the same rights that the committee would have in such cases.
The Verdict.
	3. A majority of the judges’ votes is required to issue a verdict. Usually, the penalties are a reprimand, a suspension for a certain amount of time, or expulsion.

	The Process.
The Process.
	1. At the committee or jury meeting at which the matter is examined the Chair must first present the accusation. This is followed by the questioning of the witnesses for the prosecution, then of the witnesses for the defense. If the plaintiff wishes to refute the statements of the witnesses for the defense he can question them again, the same applies to the defender if he wants to refute the statements of the witnesses for the prosecution questioned last.
Representation of Both Parties.
	2. If he so wishes, every defendant is allowed to be represented by a defender who must be a member of a gymnastic society though. This defender has the right to cross-examine the witnesses for the prosecution. The same applies to the representative of the plaintiff who 
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also must be a member of a gymnastic society – he may cross-examine the witnesses for the defense after the initial questioning.
Statements of Both Parties.
	3. After the questioning of the witnesses is finished the plaintiff or his representative and then the defendant or his representative are allowed to take the floor to deliver a statement in support of their view.
Deliberations.
	4. The deliberations about the verdict must be conducted in a closed session where no one but the members of the committee or the jury are present.
Documenting the Witnesses’ Statements.
	5. The summarized witnesses’ statements must be written down by the Secretary and verified by the Chair and the Secretary.

The Appeal Process.
Authorities.
Authorities in the Appeal Process.
	1. When a reprimand is appealed by a member of the gymnastic society the highest authority is that society. If a suspension is appealed - that authority is the district committee; by expulsion from the society – the National Executive Committee and by expulsion from the Gymnastic Union – the National Convention after all lower authorities have been exhausted in their consecutive order.
	When an accused gymnastic society appeals a verdict the order of authorities is as follows: by reprimand or temporary suspension – the National Executive Committee and by discharge or expulsion - the National Executive Committee and the National Convention. When an accused district appeals a verdict the sole authority is the National Convention.
New Evidence Not Permitted in an Appeal.
	2. No new evidence is permitted in the appeal.
Exception.
	If the defendant submits proof that new material (that was not available when the case was deliberated by the lower authority) is now available and the upper authority deems it essential the case must be sent back to the lower authority.

Appeal to the Gymnastic Society.
Deadlines.
	Appeal to the Gymnastic Society.
1. If one of the parties involved in the dispute are unsatisfied with the verdict of the committee or the jury it can appeal the sentence to the gymnastic society within two weeks after the date both parties received notice about it either in the mail or hand delivered to their place of residence.
	2. When this happens, the society must schedule the appeal immediately and send written notice about it to both parties at least three days in advance.
	3. The process must take place in a closed session and must begin with reading the accusation and the witnesses’ statements. After that,
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both parties or their representatives will be allowed to take the floor. A two-third majority will decide about confirmation or rejection of the sentence.

Appeal to the District Executive Committee.
	Appeal to the District Executive Committee.
	1. If one of the parties wishes to appeal the decision of the gymnastic society to the district executive committee it must send a written notification to the society as well as the district executive committee within 12 days after the decision was announced.
Submission of All Documents by the Initial Authority.
	2. In case of an appeal to the district executive committee the society whose sentence is being questioned is required to send all relevant documents, paperwork and a certified copy of the witnesses’ statements to the district executive committee immediately.
	3. The process in the district executive committee must be the same as in the society committee, resp. jury. The district executive committee has the right to examine the accuracy of the documents if it is questioned.
Deadline for the Appeal to the National Executive Committee.
	4. An appeal of the decision of the district executive committee must be made directly with the National Executive Committee, within 14 days after both parties have been notified about that decision. The district executive committee’s notification via the postal service must be acknowledged as the legal notification.

	Appeal to the National Executive Committee.
	Appeal to the National Executive Committee.

	1. When the verdict of the district executive committee is appealed to the National Executive Committee the process must be the same as when the verdict of the gymnastic society is appealed to the district executive committee. This appeal must be submitted to the National Executive Committee within 14 days after receiving the decision of the district committee. All relevant documents in the possession of the district committee must be sent to the National Executive Committee immediately.

Appeal to the National Convention.
	Appeal to the National Convention.
	1. An appeal to the National Convention must be submitted within 14 days of receiving the decision of the National Executive Committee.
	2. The Convention will set its own rules about the process.
General Rules.
Suspension.
	General Rules.
	1. If a member of the Gymnastic Union has been suspended from his society for dishonorable behavior and has appealed the verdict he will not be able to exercise his member’s rights while the appeal is pending at an authority, however he cannot be subjected to any member’s obligations either. In addition, he will not be required to pay any outstanding back dues if the appeal is successful.
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Expulsion.
	2. When the verdict is expulsion from the society the Turner will not exercise any member’s rights and is released from his obligations as well. No back dues will be required of him if his appeal is successful.
Lesser Penalty.
	By a lesser penalty, for instance a reprimand, and a successful appeal the execution of the penalty must be cancelled and the rights and obligations of a member must not be affected.
Leaving the Society during the Process Not Permissible.
	3. No party may leave the gymnastic society while the accusation or appeal process is pending.
Position of the Gymnastic Societies.
	4. A complaint of violation or disregard of the Union statutes can be lodged against a gymnastic society with its district executive committee either by another society, the executive committee of another district or the National Executive Committee if that district executive committee fails to take action against such a society as per paragraph 85, Article A. However, the process of examination of the facts must be executed in written form unless the district executive committee has compelling reason to permit oral statements from both sides. When the National Executive Committee is the plaintiff the gymnastic society must appeal directly to the National Convention.

Revision of the Statutes.
	D. Revision of the Statutes.
	1. These statutes can be revised only at a regular National Convention when there is a two-third majority of the represented Union votes.
Karl Köhne, Chair.
	Maximilian E. Groβmann, Secretary.
	Carl Plum.
	Gustav Schweppendick.
	C. Hremann Boppe.
	Robert Bökel.
	Theo. Geiselhardt.
	Friedr. Bertsch.
	E. G. Winter.
	P. Scherer.

	Article 42 was approved.
	Article 43 approved as well.
Substitute Proposal by Königer re Election of Delegates for National Conventions.
	Turner Max Königer from New York moved to have Article 44 through 51 read. Motion passed. Next, he proposed the following substitute:
	“§3. Only delegates in possession of a district mandate are eligible for seat and vote at national conventions. These delegates will be elected by the individual gymnastic societies – every society of up to 100 members has the right to 1 delegate for the national convention. For every
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every additional 100 or more than 50 members the society will have the right for one more delegate. Every district executive committee will prepare the mandates for the national convention delegates as they were elected by the individual societies. Only the societies may issue instructions for their delegates. The district conventions can require any of the national convention delegates to represent the district in any district affairs.
	The expenditures for room and board of the national convention delegates must be covered by the individual gymnastic societies.
	§4. Every society must be represented at the national conventions. However, it can arrange to be represented by a member of another gymnastic society. No delegate may represent societies from different districts, though.
	In addition, societies represented by delegates from other districts are not authorized to elect their representative from the district where the national convention takes place.
	§5. Remains the same, except “gymnastic societies” to replace “districts”.
	In addition, add:
	Gymnastic societies from districts that owe dues for the fiscal year preceding the national convention can be granted seat and vote only if the convention allows it”.
	The proposal by Turner J. Heintz from New York to table the substitute of gymnastic society “Forward” that Max Königer submitted was not approved. Turner Karge from Long Island made the following amendment:
	“To refer the substitute proposal of gymnastic society “Forward” from New York to the National Executive Committee to report on at the next National Convention”.

Discussion about the Report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes Continued.
	The amendment was approved and the report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes was continued by individual paragraphs.
	Article 44 approved.
	Article 45 approved.
	Turner Arnold from New York submitted the following amendment to Article 46: “The district convention may not issue any mandatory decisions or laws in any matters regarding the national conventions”. This amendment was rejected and Article 46 was approved as submitted by the committee.
	Article 47 approved.
	Article 48	“
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	Article 50 approved.
	Article 51	“
	Turner Münch proposed to add this to Article 52: “If there are several societies in the same town where the district executive committee resides at least half of the societies must be represented in the district executive committee”.
	This amendment was rejected and the committee’s submission approved.
Article 53. Approved.
	Article 54. 	“
	Article 55. 	“
	Article 56. 	“
	Article 57.	“
	Article 58. 	“
	Article 59.	“
	Article 60. 	“

Gymnastic Societies.
	Article 61. Approved.
	Article 62.	“
	Article 63. 	“

Freedom to Relocate for Members of the Gymnastic Societies.
	Turner Vahlteich from Chicago proposed the following to Article 64: 
“Remove the words ‘provided that not one third of the present members is against the admission of the candidate’ from Article 69 of the draft of the National Executive Committee”.
	Turner Neder from Ohio submitted the following substitute: 
	“Article 64. Every Turner who owns an officially issued passport and applies for membership must be accepted by another society without having to pay the registration fee. However he must comply with all rules of that gymnastic society. He must pledge to observe the district and Gymnastic Union statutes”.
	This substitute was tabled.
	Turner Seubert from Long Island submitted the following amendment:
	“Whoever had been expelled from his society or whose application had been rejected and then was admitted in another society shall not have the right to go back to the original society with a pass issued to him by the second society but shall abide by the requirements for new members”.
	Next, it was voted on Vahlteich’s substitute. It was rejected with 149 against 245 votes.
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District Name.			Votes.			Yes.		No.
New York			29			 10		19
		Indiana			  7			  7		-
		St. Louis			42			-		 42
		New England			17			 -		17
		Wisconsin			30			24		 6
		Chicago			41			41		 -
		South Eastern			  2			-		  2
		Philadelphia			37			2		 35
		New Jersey			17			-		17
		Central New York		  2			-		  2
		Pittsburgh			32			-		 32
		Missouri Valley		  7			-		  7
		Minnesota			  9			9		  -
		Upper Missouri		14			-		  14
		[Error: should be Mississippi]
		Rocky Mountain		  6			-		  6
		New Orleans			  1			-		  -
		Central Illinois			  8			8		  -
		Pacific				12			12		  -
		North Western		  1			-		  1
		Connecticut			10			5		  5
		South Atlantic			  1			-		  1
		Lake Erie			11			11		-
		Long Island			  5			5		  -
		West New York		  9			9		  -
		Ohio				16			-		  16
		Upper Missouri		  1			1		 -
		Central Michigan		  2			-		  -
		Florida				  1			-		  1
		South Central			  4			4		  -
		North Pacific			  5			-		  5
		South California		  3			-		  -
		Kansas				11			-		  11
		Montana			  1			 1		  -
		Nebraska			  6			 -		  6	
						
		Total:			            400		           149	             245

	Articles 65 – 86 were approved. Same about the rest of the draft regarding complaints/accusations and appeals which was approved en bloc.

Thanks for A. Leibold, the District Committee of Ohio and L. Flickinger.
	Turner Hugo Münch suggested the Convention conveys its thanks to Turner Anton Leibold and the district executive committee of district Ohio for their success in introducing gymnastic in the public schools. The thanks of the Convention go also to Turner L. Flickinger from Erie, Penn. whose endeavors for the same cause regretfully did not bring any results. 
	Turner Phil. Andres from Nebraska submitted the following proposal:
Topics for Debates.
	“With this, the National Executive Committee is tasked to send the gymnastic societies from time to time topics which tackle the proposal of gymnastic society “Forward” form New York”.
	Approved.
	Turner Jac. Heintz submitted the following proposal:
Thanks to the Press.
	“Proposing the Convention convey its gratitude to the English and German press for the numerous representatives they sent to the sessions”.
	Approved as well.
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Thanks for the Officials of the Convention.
	Upon Turner Arnold’s proposal the Convention thanked the First and Second Speakers for their impartial leadership of the Convention proceedings.

Williamsburg Gymnastic Society Required to Re-join the Gymnastic Union.
	Turner Boppe submitted the following proposal:
	“The 15th Convention expresses its wish that the Williamsburg gymnastic society take measures to re-join the Union under the new statutes immediately”.
	Approved.

Best Wishes for Boppe for his Trip to Europe.
	Turner Hugo Münch proposed to wish Turner C. H. Boppe on behalf of the Convention best of luck for his upcoming trip to Europe and safe return.
	Approved unanimously.

Thanks to the National Executive Committee.
	The Convention also thanked the National Executive Committee for its conscientious managing of the Union affairs and fulfilment of its duties.

Thanks to Gymnastic Society Columbia and the Citizens of Washington.
	Upon Turner H. Metzner’s proposal, the Convention thanked the gymnastic society Columbia and the German population in Washington, D. C. for their hospitality.

Thanks to Wm. Fleck.
	Upon Turner L. Trenn’s proposal, the Convention thanked the former head of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in Indianapolis Turner Wm. Fleck for his dutiful leadership.

Adjournment.
	After a brief address by Turner C. Eberhard the session adjourned with a triple “Good health” to the North American Gymnastic Union sine die at 12:15.
	Carl Eberhard, First Speaker.
	W. C. Pollner, Second Speaker.
	J. Hohl, First Secretary.
	Otto Voigt, Assistant Secretary.
	Ch. Stempfel, Assistant Secretary.
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Mayor’s Office, City of Denver, June 4, 1892.
To the President of the North American Turner-Bund, Wash-
ington, D. C.

My Dear Sir:—The City of Denver would feel highly compli-
mented if the next meeting of your Association, to be held
during the year 1894, were held in this city.

We pride ourselves on the certainty of good weather during
the season usually selected for such gatherings. Besides this we
are favored with a heavy German population who would be
extremely gratified to greet you. We would be glad to know
that Denver has been selected and will promise you all that
western hospitality signifies.

Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) Prarr Ropy, Mayor.
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[State of Colorado, Executive Office, Denver, June 4, 1892.
To the Chairman of the North American Turner-Bund Convention,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:—Permit me on the behalf of the people of Colorado, to
extend to your association an invitation to hold its convention
of 1894 in this city, and to assure you, if accepted, that you
will meet with a cordial reception at the hands of our citizens.

As your meeting this year is to be held in the East, we have
thought that an invitation to hold the next one in the West
might be looked upon with favor.

Yours, very respectfully,
(Signed) Joux L. Rourr,
Governor of Colorado.




