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Summary of Proposal:  
This certificate proposal is out of the ordinary in that it is actually a request for two certificates (Level I—Basic Addiction Certification, and Level II—Practice in the Addictions). I don’t find a clear rationale for this, and I think it could lead to confusion among those who might want to engage a “certified” specialist—only Level II is appropriate for true addictions practice. Level II is clearly more rigorous as it includes additional coursework.
The proposal is also confusing in that it does not specify how many credit hours are entailed. Can we assume that each learning module is 3 cr hrs? If so, Level I certificate is 18 hours and Level II appears to be 18 hours plus the credit hours required for the Mental Health and Addictions concentration plus S686.
1.  Are the goals clear and achievable?
The goals are both achievable and important for today’s social work practitioners.
            

2.  Is the program academically sound?

The program appears to be academically sound on its face. The unknown is whether the e-learning modules will be sufficiently rigorous and appropriate for certification. The Plan for Learning and Assessment suggests that the curriculum will be implemented as a work-in-progress involving new modules subject to revision.
3.  Are faculty resources available to offer this certificate without undercutting other key missions of the unit?
There is nothing to suggest that this will not simply use qualified faculty to implement the e-learning modules.

            

4.  Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that could harm the program or be exploited to help the program?
Not that I am aware of.

5.  My recommendation, comments/concerns regarding this proposal…
A certificate in Addictions is important and relevant for contemporary social workers. I think that this should be implemented as soon as feasible. However, I would recommend either crafting one certificate for all OR proposing two different certificates that clearly convey their applicability to different areas of practice. And whatever the option, there should be a clear statement of how many credit hours are to be earned outside of the standard curriculum for the certificate.

Otherwise, I view this as a sound proposal which can easily be rewritten to address these concerns.

