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Fourteenth Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union Held in New York
on June 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1890.


FIRST DAY.
New York, June 22, 1890.
Morning Session.

	The delegates of the various districts of the North American Gymnastic Union met at 10:45 am for their regular session.
	Hugo Münch, the First Chair of the National Executive Committee, opened the session with the following address:
	“Turner and delegates to the Fourteenth Convention!
	I welcome in you today the official representatives of a mighty union of 40,000 members. We may say with great pleasure that the two years that passed since we last met were a period of absolute inner peace, as well as constant growth and progress for the Gymnastic Union.
	More and more new supporters gather around our flags, the influence and power of the Union continue to increase. Together with this growth, the opportunity increases to further the high goals and endeavors of the Union. 
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However, at the same a new duty appears for its leaders - to make sure our thriving Union is not abused to serve irrelevant or foreign goals.
	The Turners of North America have always courageously supported improving the human conditions in general and the position of the German – American culture in particular.
	In its past two government years, your Executive Committee strove very hard toward these goals. It sought to implement the influence of the Gymnastic Union only when such an action seemed called for. Even if we didn’t receive the unreserved applause of all Turners or our diligent newspaper on those occasions, still the satisfaction remains that we did what we deemed best and did not in the least diminish the reputation of the Gymnastic Union.
	Regarding the practical gymnastics in our Union, we may look back on the success of the last Union gymnastic fest in Cincinnati with justified pride. Never has a new idea chartered its path with more victory and glory than this fest, which, although completely informal and open to all, was conducted with strict discipline.
	The exemplary and dignified behavior of all participants in this memorable fest has undoubtedly helped much more than all previous competitions to secure new and enduring friends for the Union and its endeavors. No neutral observer can miss the fact that the diligence, earnestness and exemplary behavior of the participants are such that the reproach we heard so often in the past that the gymnastic fests are mere frivolities is completely groundless. The strict and at the same time voluntary discipline demonstrated in Cincinnati clearly proves wrong any such statement.
	It has become our indisputable maxim our highest goals are to be sought and fulfilled in the broad area of the education of the American youth. The Gymnastic Union can and must be the leader there for many more years. And even if there were only a few of us, we would not rest nor slow down until we have turned the German gymnastic culture into a common good of the American people. It is not that we want to fight other systems. No, every gymnastic method constructed on a sensible basis is a welcome help for us, however, no other organization owns such scientifically supported theory of gymnastics, gymnastic instructors and apparatus like our Union.
	However, in order to perform our duty to the fullest, we need a larger army of diligent and all-round educated gymnastic teachers. Without them, the lasting progress in this direction is absolutely unthinkable. Therefore, our first and foremost responsibility is to build the existing Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in such a way that the future gymnastic teacher of the North American Gymnastic Union may be physically as well as intellectually capable to fulfil all demands to the perfect public school teacher. This means this future teacher must be neither only a gymnastic nor a school teacher but both.
	And so it makes perfect sense that this goal can be accomplished only through the harmonious collaboration of two institutions such as the German American Teachers Seminary and the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. We all received the news about the magnificent gift of the two
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generous women Elisabeth Pfister and Luise Vogel which secures the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary of Milwaukee a worthy home for all time. The noble donors added a second gift by providing the necessary grounds for building an exemplary gymnasium for the Milwaukee gymnastic society free of charge.
	It is up to you, Turners, to make good use of this truly amazing offer.
	Later, the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary Committee will present you with a detailed plan for the future collaboration of the two colleges. At this point, I only want to mention that this connection, in addition to the exchange of diligent faculty, will provide the benefit that every future student of the Teachers Seminary will have gained as complete a gymnastic education as the graduates of our current Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. This will prepare him to be a leader and advocate for the culture of gymnastics in his future area of work.
	The Gymnastic Union will have to build a national gymnasium and furnish it with the best available equipment. This can be purchased with savings from the Gymnastic Union treasury, however, the Union should see it as an honor to finance the construction of building with voluntary contributions.
	A suitable plan that meets all requirements is prepared and can be carried out for a maximum of $25,000.
	How many church communities from the average membership of our gymnastic societies do we have in the United States that have collected this much for buildings they use for their own purposes?
	Should it be then impossible for the thousands of Turners in our Union to make as many sacrifices as would be necessary to build the North American Union its proud own home?  
	I cannot and will not believe this and hope very much that, before the next year is over, this beautiful dream will have become reality as well.
	Regretfully, our social – political demands for reform are essentially still a number of aimed for but not accomplished ideals. The Gymnastic Union does not have a Bellamy (Edward Bellamy, b. March 26, 1850 – d. May 22, 189,) an American author and socialist who wrote the utopian novel, “Looking Backward” set in the year 2000) to teach our ideas to the American public through the comfortable way of a novel. However, people’s views about the imminent dangers of the reign of the monopolies, the injustice of the existing tax procedures as well as the necessity of the nationalization of the roads are changing and becoming clearer. Bills aiming at destroying the existing vile conditions and improving the bad situation of the workers gain more and more the respect they deserve. At the same time, however, there is a true flood of proposals in the halls of the legal offices whose sole motive is dark intolerance and whose only goal is to rob us of the free human rights. The order of one fanatic majority can exercise more oppression than the unbendable ‘ukas’ of the appointed lord.
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	If I may summarize the current standpoint of the Gymnastic Union – here is what I would say: let us persist in all our demands for reform or declare new and higher goals, however do not back off even an inch on the road that we once stepped upon with courage. We would rather bear the false reproach of the “subversive tendencies” than put limits to the magnificent flight of the free thought! 
	Let our motto forever be: progress in all that touches humanity!
	Lastly, please let me thank the entire Union for all the trust and graciousness it has always bestowed upon the Executive Committee.
	May our successors enjoy the same understanding and support in the fulfilment of their duties. May your sessions at this year’s Convention be led by the same noble spirit of brotherhood and advancement!
	With this, I declare the Fourteenth Convention officially opened”.
	Next, the Convention moved to the election of a temporary Chair. Turner Louis Nettelhorst from Chicago nominated Turner Wilhelm Pfänder from Minnesota. The latter was elected unanimously.
 	Turner Victor L. Berger from Wisconsin was appointed temporary meeting secretary.
	Both officials took their places. Turner Pfänder thanked the session and congratulated the Convention for the continuing growth of the Union.
	Turner H. Huhn moved to elect a committee for the examination of the mandates. Motion passed. The Speaker appointed the following delegates: H. Huhn, Pacific Turner District, Ad. George, Chicago Turner District, E. Guthmann, New York Turner District, Fr. Bertsch, Ohio Turner District and P. Karge, Long Island Turner District.
	At this point, the session was adjourned for half an hour to allow the committee to work.
(Break).
	The session was called to order at 12:15pm and the Chair of the Committee for the Examination of the Mandates submitted its report:
	The National Convention has 722 votes and not 718 as stated in the report of the National Executive Committee. The Committee will announce the names of the delegates during the afternoon.
	In addition, the Committee for Mandates makes the following recommendations:	
	1. To grant to the New York Turner District 75 votes instead of the 73 in the report while the pending dispute is being resolved.
	The recommendation was accepted.
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	2. To grant the Wisconsin Turner District two additional votes, for a total of 51 votes, because this district accepted a new gymnastic society and registered it with the National Union.
	The recommendation was accepted as well.
	3. To grant the Chicago Turner District two additional votes for the same reason.
	After a longer discussion, this recommendation was accepted as well.
	4. To grant delegates Daniel Lutz and Herm. Arnold from Trenton (Philadelphia Turner District) a seat and a vote in the Convention.
	Approved.
	5. Upper Mississippi Turner District has the right to submit 23 instead of 21 votes (the second number is an error made by the National Executive Committee).
	Approved.
	Next, the report was read a second time in its entirety and approved as amended.
	The Pittsburgh Turner District asked for additional two votes because it had accepted the South Side Wheeling gymnastic society recently.
	After a long discussion, the Convention accepted the motion.
	Similarly, the Kansas Turner District was granted 16 instead of 15 votes.
	Next, H. Huhn moved to submit the dispute between New York and New Jersey, as well as the issue in Long Island, to a court made up of two members of each delegation, New York, New Jersey and Long Island. This court would have to appoint a Chair from another district.
	Turner Metzner from New York amended the proposal thus – the Convention should appoint three members on the court so that it consists of ten members.
	The Speaker decided: the issue will be presented to the Convention only after the latter has finalized its permanent organization which is not the case at this point.
	Turner Heintz moved to have the Speaker appoint a committee of five for the permanent organization of the Convention. Motion passed.
	The Speaker appointed the following delegates to serve on this committee: Jacob Heintz, New York Turner District, H. W. Ocker, St. Turner District, Carl Eberhard, New England Turner District, Christ. Stöttner, New Jersey Turner District and Heinr. Suder, Chicago Turner District.
	Adjournment until 2 pm.

	Victor L. Berger,
	Secretary.
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	Afternoon Session.
	Temporary speaker Wilhelm Pfänder presided. Victor L. Berger was secretary.
	The minutes from the morning session were read and approved.
	On behalf of the Committee for Mandates, H. Huhn read the names of the delegates of the represented districts. The report follows:
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! Your Committee for the Examination of the Mandates reports as follows:
	The National Executive Committee is represented by: Hugo Münch, 1. Speaker; John Toensfeldt, 2. Speaker; Dr. Drechsler, meeting secretary; R. Bösewetter, treasurer.
	Of the 35 Turner districts of the Union, 33 are represented at the Convention with 726 votes and 269 delegates. The South Atlantic and Red River Turner districts are not represented.
The representation is listed below:
										Present
		District Name				Votes			Delegates
		New York				75			75
		Indiana				  8			  5
		St. Louis				75			  5
		New England				26			12
		Wisconsin				51			13
		Chicago			           102			15
		South Eastern				  3			  3
		Philadelphia				57			22
		New Jersey				25			24
		Central New York			  3			  1
		Pittsburgh				46			10
		Missouri Valley			  8			  1
		Minnesota				15			  1
		Upper Mississippi			23			  5
		Rocky Mountain			  9			  2
		New Orleans				  2			  1
		Central Illinois				12			  2
		Pacific					24			  1
		North Western			  2			  2
		Connecticut				19			19
		Lake Erie				22			14
		Long Island				14			14
		West New York			16			  5
		Ohio					33			  8
		Upper Missouri			  1			  1
		Central Michigan			  4			  1
		Florida					  1			  1
		South Central			  	  7			  1
		North Pacific				  6			  1
		South California			  7			  1
		Kansas					16			  1
		Montana				  3			  1
		Nebraska				11			  1
					
		Total				           726		           269

The New York Turner District is represented by: Peter Albertine, C. Arnold, M. Bamberger, Louis Baumann, Chas. Bayer, Albert E. Bey, Andreas Bischoff, Gustav Bojus, Chas. Bothner, Chas. E. Bothner, Jr., 
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Geo. Brosius, Ewald Bröker, Herm. Dathe, F. Demig, F. O. Dettmann, Frank Dohs, R. Dworzak, Otto Ebel, F. Eckert, F. Flügel, H. Gatticker, Ferd. Göbel, Ant. Gindel, Geo. Günther, Elias Guthmann, Charles Gerlich, Julius Harder, Ernst Heinemann, F. G. Heingartner, Jac. Heintz, John Heinemann, Chas. Hetz, Louis Hetzberg, Wm. Hickstein, Albert Hoffmann, Chas. Hubetcheck, Otto Jäger, Hy. Kämmerer, Hans Kellner, J. M. Kohlmeier, Geo. Krell, Wm. Kaschau, Ad. Krumnow, Fritz Landenberger, Chas. A. Lang, Louis Langlotz, Aug. Mann, H. Metzner, Adam Möller, F. Michel, O. Pullich, H. Puls, Theo. Michel. Wm. Rehm, C. Richard, F. Riecker, Chas. Rinnert, Phil. Schlichter, P. M. Schlichter, Gust. Scholer, S. D. Sewards, Otto Speidel, Franz Stein, G. Stegmeier, John C. Stubenrauch, Hy Suppe, Louis Trenn, A. Villarett, F. Wagenblast, E. Weber, Otto Weiβ, A. C. Wieland, Fred. Wieler, jr., M. Wiegand, C. R. Zeiser, Chas. F. Zenker.
	Indiana Turner District is represented by: Wm. Fleck, Otto Schissel, Hy. Bock, V. Uhrig, Ph. Hollenbach.
	St. Louis Turner District is represented by: Hy. Braun, H. W. Ocker, Geo. Wittich, L. W. Teuteberg and Alb. Bornmüller.
	New England Turner District: Carl Eberhardt, F. Geiβler, Karl Günther, Emil Gröner, Aug. Dick, Theod. Lange, Chr. Eberhardt, H. Widdekind, Georg Seuβ, Hermann Lange, Oscar Schmidt, Hugo Röder.
	Wisconsin Turner District: C. H. Boppe, B. Moser, C. Paulus, C. Sarau, Phil. Görres, V. L. Berger, F. B. Huchting, F. Sauthoff, C. Bruck, G. Küstermann, H. Harnischfeger, G. Brosius, jr., E. M. Schlüngel.
	Chicago Turner District: Julius Vahlteich, L. Nettelhorst, Ad. George, B. Rau, Wm. Waterstraat, N. Radberger, H. Suder, Gasden, Müller, A. Behrens, M. Büchner, Sieh, Gröbel.
	South Eastern Turner District: H. Bergmann, G. W. Spier, Hy. Hofferbert.
	Philadelphia Turner District: Wm. G. Trölsch, Aug. Arnold, E. C. Stahl, Louis Böreth, Herm. Dähnert, Gottlieb Schmidt, Dr. Geo. H. L. Haar, William Haar, R. Pertuch, Ad. Eckardt, Fred. Finkeldey, J. J. Sieger, F. Hummler, Julius Herre, Karl Tewell, F. Schröder, Anton Voigt, Wm. Meine, H. Auer, Dan Lutz, H. Arnold, Jos. Schmidt.
	New Jersey Turner District: P. W. Roder, G. Seikel, H. Erbacher, H. Ibach, Wm. Krause, John Buhl, Emil Heerwagen, H. Tach, L. Kierfinger, Ino. Faust, Wm. Flubacher, A. S. Laber, H. Feibel, H. Bodler, M. F. Winter, A. Spiller, L. Werell, C. Schwarz, F. Zwecker, Chr. Stöttner, F. Blösser, G. Clauβ, Alex Wiederholt, L. Hagen, G. L. Weiter.
	Central New York Turner District: Werner Strecker.
	Pittsburgh Turner District: Fr. Frank, John Hohl, Wm. Wartmann, Jos. Betz, Jul. Albert, H. C. Blödel, M. F. Krogh, C. Magel, Wm. Kaiser, A. C. Floto.
	Missouri Valley Turner District: S. Meyer.
	Minnesota Turner District: Wm. Pfänder.
	Upper Mississippi Turner District: Christ. Müller, Ch. Geier, J. Ohlweiler, H. Hensen, J. Smythe, C. Kind.
	Rocky Mountain Turner District: Christ. Schäfer, Hy. Mollandin, Aug. Mayer.
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	New Orleans Turner District: Max Noldt.
	Central Illinois Turner District: Wm. Gerken, A. F. Kampen.
	Pacific Turner District: Heinrich Huhn.
	North Western Turner District: Carl Plum.
	Connecticut Turner District: D. Ginand, M. Wof, Jacob Schmitt, H. Förster, L. Friedrich, D. B. Freyfinger, Schenk, M. Alletzhäuser, Henry Milz, Herm. Weidlich, Alf. Traute, G. Walter, H. Weber, M. Hubers, P. Hahn, A. Chemnitzee, A. Hirschfeld, M. Sontheimer and Theodor Hax.
	Lake Erie Turner District: Rud. Mauer, Karl Ziegler, Tob. Sigel, Herman C. Schubert, F. Hillenkamp, H. C. Erdmann, P. Müller, W. C. Pollner, K. Zapp, Rob. Guβmann, Fritz Linn, F. H. Biermann.
	Long Island Turner District: H. Edling, A. Schöning, Heinrich Stumpf, Alx. Grüneberg, Eduar Schramm, M. Rückersfeld, Henry Wächter, G. Schweppendick, P. Karge, G. Sterr, Pfaffhausen, M. Bethge, Ed. Tietz, F. Seubert.
	West New York Turner District: E. Plaβberg, D. Schmeer, J. Meinhardt, Hugo Dolge, Theo. Widmann.
	Ohio Turner District: Jos. Dauben, Carl Kroh, Ed. Meder, F. Bertsch, D. Sputh, L. Hirsch, F. Haffner, C. A. Kübeler.
	Upper Missouri Turner District: Reinh. Graff.
	Central Michigan Turner District: H. H. Brix.
	Florida Turner District: Adolf Riedel.
	South Central Turner District: F. Eger.
	North Pacific Turner District: F. A. Götze.
	South California Turner District: Oscar Scheer.
	Kansas Turner District: Emil Günther.
	Montana Turner District: John Steinmetz.
	Nebraska Turner District: Phil. Andres.

The Committee:		
Heinrich Huhn,
Paul Karge.								

	On behalf of the Committee for Permanent Organization, Turner Heintz presented its report:
	“The committee recommends: for the position of the First Speaker: Louis Nettelhorst from Chicago, Heinrich Braun from St. Louis; for the position of the Second Speaker: Heinrich Metzner from New York, C. W. Pollner from Lake Erie; for the position of the Head Secretary: Victor L. Berger from Wisconsin; John Hohl from Pittsburgh and Carl Günther from New England for assistants to the Secretary.
	A 5-minute break was given to allow the districts to prepare for the vote.
	Next, the vote for the First Speaker commenced. Heinrich Braun from St. Louis received 411 votes, Louis Nettelhorst 315, thus Turner H. Braun from St. Louis was appointed the permanent Chair of the 14th Convention.


(p. 11)
	Louis Nettelhorst moved to make the vote a unanimous one. Motion granted.
	Turner H. Metzner from New York was elected Second Speaker with 409 votes against C. W. Pollner from the Erie Turner District who received 316 votes.
	Next, C. W. Pollner moved to make this vote a unanimous one as well. Motion granted.
	Victor L. Berger from Wisconsin was elected for the First Secretary unanimously.
	John Hohl from Pittsburgh and Carl Günther from New England were unanimously elected assistants to the Secretary.
	Next, the appointed officials gave short speeches and took their seats.
	The session expressed gratitude to the officials that stepped down (the temporary officials) for their conscientious performance of duties.
	Turner Huhn moved the next adjournment be until tomorrow 2 o’clock.
	Nettelhorst submitted the amendment to make this 11 o’clock in the morning.
	The amended motion was granted.
	Next, a motion passed to have the Speaker appoint a committee of 11 members to elect the permanent committees. The session allowed a 10-minute break so that the Speaker can do so.
	When the session commenced, the Speaker appointed the following committee for electing the permanent committees: Louis Nettelhorst, Chicago; C. A. Lange, New York; Paul Karge, Long Island; Christ. Stöttner, New Jersey; W. Wartmann, Pittsburgh; Fr. Bertsch, Ohio; Carl Eberhardt, New England; H. W. Ocker, St. Louis, Ph. Andres, Nebraska; C. W. Pollner, Lake Erie; W. G. Trölsch, Philadelphia.
	Regarding the disputes in New York and Long Island Turner Sewards moved to have the Speaker appoint a special committee of seven members none of whom may be from the arguing Turner districts. The disputes would then be presented to this committee for resolution.
	Motion granted.
	The Speaker appointed the following Turners: A. George, Chicago; David Ginand, Connecticut; R. Graff, Oberer Missouri; Oscar Scheer,
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South California; E. Günther, Kansas; A. C. Floto, Pittsburgh; Christoph Paulus, Wisconsin.
	Next, Turner Hugo Münch, Speaker of the National Executive Committee, presented the following agenda for the National Convention:
Agenda and Regulation for the National Convention:
	1. Opening of the Convention by the Gymnastic Union Speaker.
	2. Election of a temporary Chair and Secretary.
	3. Appointing a committee of three for the examination of the mandates. Adjournment or break until the committee report.
	4. Report of the Committee for the Examination of the Mandates.
	5. Appointing a committee for nominations for the permanent organization. (Submission of the agenda and regulations and recommendation for their approval).
	6. Election of the permanent officials: First and Second Chair, Secretary, two assistants to the Secretary, and perhaps their appointment.
 	7. Appointing a committee for nominations for the standing committees.
	8. Appointing a committee for the categorization and Submission of the received instructions and recommendations of the National Executive Committee.
	9. Reading of the report of the National Executive Committee by its Speaker.
	Adjournment or break.
	10. Reading and approval of the report of the Committee for Standing Committees.

	Committees:
	1. For Platform and Statutes.
	2. For Practical Gymnastics.
	3. For the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	4. For Union Affairs.
	5. For Intellectual Efforts.
	6. For the Union publication.
	7. Auditing and Committee for the examination of the financial and statistical reports of the National Executive Committee.
	8. For Complaints and Appeals.
	Adjournment.
SECOND DAY.
	
Opening of the session.
	Approving and referring of the received instructions.
	Unfinished business.
	Committee reports.
Regulations for the Convention.
	Cushing’s Manual will be used as the guiding principles for the sessions.
	Any delegate may submit a motion to close the discussion. The Chair must keep a list of all who ask to speak. After the motion to close the discussion has been approved by the session, only those have the right to speak 


(p.13)
whose names are on that list, with the exception of the person who submitted the issue or the representative of the respective committee.  
	The minutes from each daily session must be read and approved every night before adjournment. On the next day, the minutes will be available to the delegates in printed format.
	All proposals and resolutions must be submitted to the Secretary in written form, with the exception of motions to close a discussion, to table an item or to adjourn.
	At this point, Nettelhorst moved to read the various sections in paragraphs and to declare those paragraphs where no opposition was made for approved.
	Motion granted.
	Next, the sections were read by paragraphs.
	§1 was approved in its current form.
	§2 was approved in its current form.
	In §3, it must say “a committee of 5” (instead of 3).
	Paragraphs 5, 6, 7 and 8 were approved in their current form.
	§9 was approved after a brief discussion. The word “break” was removed.
	§10 approved. The word “adjournment” was removed. The points “second day” and “reopening of the Convention” were removed as well, the rest of the paragraph was approved.
	The sentence “Cushing’s Manual will be used as guiding principles for the sessions” was approved as well.
	A long discussion opened about the statement: “Any delegate may submit a motion to close the discussion”. The Chair must keep a list of all who ask to take the floor. After the motion to close the discussion has been approved by the session, only those have the right to speak whose names are on that list with the exception of the person who submitted the issue or the representative of the relevant committee”.
	Turner Sewards submitted the following substitute: “The Chair must keep a list of all who wish to take the floor. After the session approved the motion to close a discussion submitted by a delegate who took the floor in the order of the speakers, only the delegate who moved to close the discussion and the committee representative have the right to speak”.
	H. Huhn wishes to conduct a vote by districts.
	Stahl from Philadelphia moved to table the substitute.
	The Speaker declared this motion not according to the rules because the substitute was given up for a vote.
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	Turner Stahl appealed, however the decision of the Speaker was maintained.
	At the vote, the substitute was rejected with 515 against 205 votes.
	Next, a vote was conducted for the original proposal, the document by the National Executive Committee. 515 votes were for and 205 against it, thus that document was approved.
	Boppe moved to allow a break until dinner and for all to gather in the conference room and to hear the report of the Committee for Permanent Committees. Afterwards, the session should be adjourned until tomorrow 11 o’clock.
	Approved.
	Next, break until dinner.

Victor L. Berger, Secretary.

Evening Session.
The Speaker called the delegates to order at 8:15 pm.
	Turner Nettelhorst reported on the behalf of the committee for appointing the permanent committees as follows:
	Committee for Platform and Statutes: Carl Eberhardt, New England; G. Schweppendick, Long Island; E. C. Stahl, Philadelphia; Jacob Heintz, New York; Tobias Siegel, Lake Erie; Albert Bonnemüller, St. Louis; L. Nettelhorst, Chicago; Wm. Pfänder, Minesota; Fritz Bertsch, Ohio; Christ. Müller, Oberer Mississippi; Jos. Betz, Pittsburgh.
	Committee for Union Affairs: H. Huhn, Pacific; F. H. Biermann, Lake Erie; H. W. Ocker, St. Louis; Anton Vogt, Philadelphia; Adam Schöning, Long Island; Aug. Dick, New England; V. Uhrig, Indiana; S. Meyer, Missouri Valley; Emil Plaβberg, West=New York; P. W. Roder, New Jersey.
Committee for Practical Gymnastics: K. Ziegler, Lake Erie; J. Schmitt, Connecticut; Gust. Wittich, St. Louis; K. Bruck, Wisconsin; Oscar Scheer, South Californien; A. Spiller, New Jersey; M. Rickersfeld, Long Island; Emil Gröner, New England; Aug. Arnold, Philadelphia; Gust. Bojus, New York; Emil Günther, Kansas; Carl Kroh, Ohio; Geo. Brosius, New York.
	Committee for Intellectual Efforts: Henry Auer, Philadelphia; Otto Pullich, New York; Leo. Hirsch, Ohio; Fritz Frank, Pittsburgh; G. Küstermann, Wisconsin; Theo. Lange, New England; Carl Plum, North Western; Henry Stumpf, Long Island; P. M. Schlichter, New York.
	Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary: H. Suder, Chicago; Geo. Seikel, New Jersey; Wm. Fleck, Indiana; K. Zapp, Lake Erie; C. H. Boppe, Wisconsin; L. H. Teuteberg, St. Louis; Dr. G. Scholer, New York; H. C. Blödel, Pittsburgh; R. Pertuch, Philadelphia; Ed. Tietz, Long Island; Werner Strecker, Central New York.
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	Committee for Complaints and Appeals: Phil. Andres, Nebraska; Fritz Linn, Lake Erie; C. Paulus, Wisconsin; J. Vahlteich, Chicago; J. Albert, Pittsburgh; Dr. G. L. Haar, Philadelphia; W. A. Gerken, Central Illinois; J. Meinhardt, West New York.
	Auditing Committee: Paul Müller, Lake Erie; Otto Heiβ, New York; Chas. Gadsden, Chicago; Alexander Grüneberg, Long Island, Franz Hafner, Ohio.
	Committee for the Union Publication: M. Bamberger, New York; Chas. Stöttner, New Jersey; Jos. Dauben, Ohio; C. W. Pollner, Lake Erie; Dav. Ginand, Connecticut; Jul. Herre, Philadelphia; Wm. Waterstraat, Chicago; W. Spier, South Eastern.
	At the same time Nettelhorst stated his committee wants each of the standing committees to elect its own Chair.
	Next, Adolph George proposed that the first listed delegate for each committee call the committee to order and act as its temporary Chair until the committee organizes itself.
	Approved.
	Next, the discussion about the rules of the Convention re-opened.
	The following sections were approved as read: 
	“The minutes from each day’s session must be read and approved every night before adjournment. On the next day, the minutes will be available to the delegates in printed format”.
	“All proposals and resolutions must be submitted to the Secretary in written form, with the exception of motions to close a discussion, to table an item or to adjourn”.
	At this point, the following addendum was submitted to the session:
	“The five-minute clause must be kept by all deliberations and no speaker may speak twice about the same topic without permission from the Convention”.
	A. George from Chicago moved to submit this addendum to the Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	Turner George’s motion was not granted.
	Next, the addendum to the rules of the Convention was approved by the session.
	Thus, the approved document reads as follows:
Agenda and Regulation for the National Convention:
	1. Opening remarks by the Gymnastic Union Speaker.
	2. Election of a temporary Chair and Secretary.
	3. Appointing a committee of five for the examination of the mandates. Adjournment or break until the committee report.
	4. Report of the committee for the examination of the mandates.
	5. Appointing a committee for nomination for the permanent organization. (Submission of the agenda and regulations and recommendation for their approval).
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	6. Election of the permanent officials: First and Second Chair, Secretary, two assistants to the Secretary, perhaps their appointment.
 	7. Appointing a committee for nominations for the standing committees.
	8. Appointing a committee for the categorization and submission of the received instructions and recommendations of the National Executive Committee.
	9. Reading of the report of the National Executive Committee by the Speaker of the National Executive Committee.
	10. Reading of the report of the committee for standing committees and the approval of the former.
Committees:
	1. For Platform and Statutes.
	2. For Practical Gymnastics.
	3. For the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	4. For Union Affairs.
	5. For Intellectual Efforts.
	6. For the Union Publication.
	7. Auditing and Committee for the Examination of the Financial and Statistical Reports of the National Executive Committee.
	8. For Complaints and Appeals.
	9. Approval and referral of the submitted instructions.
	10. Unfinished business.
	11. Committee reports.

Rules.
Cushing’s Manual will be used as guiding principles for the sessions.
	Any delegate may submit a motion to close the discussion. The Chair must keep a list of all who wish to take the floor. After the motion to close the discussion has been approved by the session, only those have the right to speak whose names are on that list, with the exception of the person who submitted the issue or the representative of the relevant committee.  
	The minutes from each day’s session must be read and approved every night before adjournment. On the next day, the minutes will be available to the delegates in printed format.
	All proposals and resolutions must be submitted to the Secretary in written form, with the exception of the motions to close a discussion, to table an item or to adjourn.
	The five-minute clause must be kept by all deliberations and no speaker may speak twice about the same topic without permission from the Convention.
	D. Ginand from Connecticut moved to have the Speaker appoint a Committee for Categorizing and Referring the Available Proposals and Instructions.
	Approved.
	The speaker appointed the following delegates on this committee: Paul Karge, Long Island; Val. Uhrig, Indiana; C. Sarau, Wisconsin; Oscar Sputh, Ohio; W. Wartmann, Pittsburgh.
	At this point adjournment until Monday morning 11 o’clock.

Victor L. Berger, Secretary.
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Second Day.
New York, June 23, 1890.
Morning Session.

	Heinrich Braun, the First Speaker of the Convention, called the session to order at 11:15 in the morning.
	All secretaries were present.
	The Speaker asked the list of names be read. A quorum was present. The minutes were read and approved. The Secretary pointed out that it is difficult to print the minutes right away because of various names are spelled incorrectly.
	The following telegrams were received and were read to the session:
	Cincinnati, O., June 21.
	The Turners assembled in Convention at the Central Gymnastic Society Hall, 3. Ave., East 67th St.
	Greetings; may your labor for the good cause for which you are assembled, be crowned with success; to the ladies Pfister and Vogel for their kind and magnificent offer a hearty “Good Health” from the “Cincinnati Gymnastic Society”.
	Joel H. Steinberg, Speaker.

	St. Louis, June 23.
	Henry Braun, Central Gymnasium, 67. Street and 3. Ave.
	Heartfelt congratulations to you and a thundering “Good Health” to the 14th National Convention!
J. F. Conrad, Aug. H. Mügge.

St. Paul, Minn., June 22.
Central Gymnastic Society, 166 East 67th St.
For freedom and progress - the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Stillwater Turners gathered today in Steipals Park West St. Paul send a thundering “Good Health” to the Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union in New York!
J. A. F. Hetz.

Chicago, Ills., June 22.
Central Gymnasium, 166 East 67th St.
The society of the age group teams in Chicago gathered in the Aurora Gymnasium sends a triple “Good Health” to the National Convention!
H. Knoke.
Pittsburgh, Pa., June 23.
Chairman of Gymnasium, 67th St., New York.
“Good Health” to the delegates of the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union. “Forward”!
C. Conrad.

Elizabethport, New Jersey, June 23.
Central Gymnasium, 3. Ave. and 67th St.
A triple “Good Health” to the 14th Convention – may it be true to the principle ideas of the Gymnastic Union.
Workers’ Gymnastic Society.

Chicago, June 23.
Central Gymnasium, 205 East 67th St.
	A thundering “Good Health” to the delegates of the 14th Convention for their work to benefit of progress!
	John Gloy.
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	Turner Bojus submitted the following motion on behalf of the Committee for Practical Gymnastics:
	Decided: all present gymnastic teachers who are Gymnastic Union delegates are asked to attend the meetings of the Committee for Practical Gymnastics. In addition, it is desired they be granted seat and vote in that committee. Furthermore, all gymnastic teachers who are not Gymnastic Union delegates be granted seat at the Convention.
	Motion granted.
	F. B. Huchting from Wisconsin presented a letter from the Board of Directors of the Turner Mutual Benefit Society of the North West. He moved to have the letter read and submitted to the Committee for Union Affairs.
	Turner Scholer from New York moved to table the letter so that this issue the Turners don’t want to hear about it be finished once and for all.
	A vote was conducted and Scholer’s motion was rejected with 525 votes against 188.
	The vote results were as listed below:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			71		  4
		Indiana				  8			 -		  8
		St. Louis				75			 -		75
		New England				26			 -		26
		Wisconsin				51			 -		51
		Chicago			           102			 -	           102
		South Eastern				  3			 -		  3
		Philadelphia				57			52		  5
		New Jersey				25			 -		25
		Central New York			  3			  3		 -
		Pittsburgh				46			 -		46
		Missouri Valley			  8			 -		  8
		Minnesota				15			 -		15
		Upper Mississippi			23			 -		23
		Rocky Mountain			  9			 -		  9
		New Orleans				  2			 -		  2
		Central Illinois				12			 -		12
		Pacific					24			 -		24
		North Western			  2			 -		  2			Connecticut				19			  7		12
		South Atlantic				  2			 -		  -
		Lake Erie				22			 -		22
		Long Island				14			13		  1
		West New York			16			16		 -
		Ohio					33			22		11
		Upper Missouri			  1			 -		 -
		Central Michigan			  4			  4		 -
		Florida					  1			  -		  1
		South Central			  	  7			  -		  7
		North Pacific				  6			  -		  6
		South California			  7			  -		  -
		Red River				  1			  -		  -
		Kansas					16			  -		16
		Montana				  3			  -		-
		Nebraska				11			  -		-
					
		Total					 726		           188	         525
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	Next, Huchting’s motion was granted and the letter was submitted to the Committee for Union Affairs.
	Following that, Turner Münch read the report of the National Executive Committee.

	Report of the Executive Committee.
	The North American Gymnastic Union can add another year of advancement in all areas of its endeavors to its history.
	Last year, 26 new gymnastic societies joined its ranks. Even though the exact number of its members cannot be reported because many societies still haven’t submitted statistical reports despite repeated warnings, we know that, according to the submitted data, the Gymnastic Union has gained at least 4,243 new members in the past year and thus counts 35,912 members in all.
	Special satisfaction comes from the fact that the number of those who participate in active gymnastics has grown, as well as the gymnastic schools, age groups team and ladies’ classes. The efforts of our technical leaders to practice gymnastics in a way more suited and accessible to the public appear to bear good results in all areas.
	Despite the costs for the National Gymnastic Fest and the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary course this year as well as the expenses for the work we do to promote our platform and statutes, the Union treasury is at almost the height it reached last year. According to the report, the cash fund is $10,911.90. Several valuable and useful materials have been added to the library of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. All the details about this are included in the report of the Treasurer of the Gymnastic Union.
	The shattering catastrophe in the Conemaugh Valley, which almost destroyed the prospering Johnstown Gymnastic Society and caused the loss of homes and means for the Turners who survived, received from no other side more genuine empathy and noble self sacrificing assistance than from the members of our Union. The demand for immediate action affected us, the officials, as well. Because we believe that quick help is double help, the Executive Committee donated $1,000 from the Union treasury to the disaster relief committee of the Pittsburgh Turner District. In addition, the Executive Committee turned to all gymnastic societies with an appeal familiar to all Turners for help for those who were affected so terribly. It is to the enduring honor of the Turners that not only was this substantial advance money covered in a few days, but additional $4,096.40 were sent to the Executive Committee. This money was used to provide immediate need as well as to rebuild the affected society later. The Pittsburgh Turner District deserves a special mention and unequaled praise in the face of this calamity. Not only did it sacrifice its entire treasury - its members, individually as well as in groups, participated tirelessly in the rescue and disaster relief work.
	The Executive Committee has always resisted any attempts to hold collections among the gymnastic societies for difficulties that should be resolved by the societies’ own power. And that is why it welcomes the marvelous self-sacrifice with which the Turners, mostly of modest means, supported a truly great and noble cause.


(p. 20)
	The National Gymnastic Fest which took place June 22 – 25, 1889 in Cincinnati is undisputedly the highest achievement of all regarding discipline, gymnastic accomplishments and general participation. Because of its brilliant success we can say the question about competitive gymnastics for the societies and making practical gymnastics more accessible to all at these fests is settled. By dividing the Gymnastic Union in sections, the work that we started can be submitted to a more frequent and substantial test and the need for more frequently held large gymnastic fests be met. Recently, many doubts have been expressed whether the large and otherwise scattered national gymnastic fests are a suitable opportunity to perform intellectual exercises and collect written papers submission. Influential voices demand the separation of these exercises as well as the yearly publication of topics for written papers competitions. It is up to the Convention to make the final decision.
	We congratulate the Turners from Iowa and Cincinnati for their victory over the temperance and Sunday fanatics last autumn. May they continue on the chosen path and may their brothers in Kansas soon succeed re-conquering this previously free state! In the belief to act according to the guidelines of the last Convention, the Executive Committee provided some financial support to “Common Sense”, the newspaper published and managed most successfully by the Turners in Iowa. Currently, no other paper promotes our efforts to the English speakers of our country in a better way.
	We have always kept in mind the noble mission the Gymnastic Union embraced when it made the introduction of gymnastics in our public schools one of its main goals. With the active assistance of the St. Louise gymnastic teachers and other members of the Turner District, the Executive Committee managed to create a very successful test of school gymnastics in seven specialized schools. The Turners have accomplished similar and bigger results in other cities as well. A conference of representatives of different gymnastic systems took place in November in Boston. We sent our delegates there and, although this conference was apparently summoned to lend the necessary support to a carefully laid plan to introduce the Swedish gymnastic system in the Boston public schools, this chess move hasn’t succeeded yet. The Boston Turners courageously guard their stand point. The Executive Committee continues to strive to win over the members of the sub-committee for the specific considerations of this matter for our cause. 
	The question arises bevor us whether the publication of numerous English gymnastic principles would not threaten the good cause. Almost every large city where gymnastics classes are included in the public schools has a separate guiding principle which differs from the others only marginally but does not aim to unify the English gymnastic language. On the contrary, it causes the feeling that our German gymnastic system is not a perfectly beautiful structure. Could our gymnastics faculty really be not moved to either use only one existing work or create such one itself?
	This emphasizes yet again that no gymnastic society
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can fulfil all rightful demands without the assistance of a diligent gymnastic teacher with college education. It is clear the societies themselves believe this because there is a constant unsatisfied demand for such teachers. This made the Executive Committee order a new course even before the end of the current one (which is expected to produce 18 diligent teachers for the Union), to begin on July 1 of this year in Indianapolis. Even if the admission rate is high we do not have to worry about surplus of gymnastic teachers.
	The Board of Trustees as well as the faculty of this school deserve great recognition for their conscientious and intelligent leadership of the institute. The difficulties resulting from the unequal and often insufficient education of the newly admitted students were mastered unexpectedly well. Because the dual-language classes were emphasized and the students were given the opportunity to practice their pedagogical skills in the public schools of Indianapolis, the class is perhaps better equipped to promote our goals than one of its predecessors.
	This brings us to one of the most important questions before our Union at this point, a question that must be resolved for good by the current Convention. We have been convinced for a long time that all gymnastic teachers employed by the gymnastic societies in the Union must be able to teach in the public schools as well as that the Union must try to turn the German – American teachers into advocates for our goals. To that end, the previous Convention approved decisions that compelled the Executive Committee to get in contact with the National German – American Teachers Seminary in Milwaukee and to prepare a definitive plan about how both schools can collaborate in the future and how to ensure a consistent and honorable home for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. The Executive Committee was required to submit this plan to the Convention.
	After long and thorough deliberations, it was agreed upon a proposal which will be presented to the Convention and which promises to offer equal consideration to both institutions. Hopefully, the small sacrifice that may be asked of individual members will be made enthusiastically in the interest of this great and important cause.
	Our Union publication, the “American Turner Newspaper”, deserves significant praise more than ever before. The volume and selection of the reading material are very satisfactory. Every Turner ought to feel it is his honor to support the newspaper as best he can. The “German Youth Newspaper” published in Kansas City which was praised at the last Convention continues to be an excellent means for maintaining the German language in the family.
	When considering the various methods for supporting our goals we should not underestimate the influence of the medical profession. Every conscientious doctor acknowledges the bountiful effect gymnastic have on the body and spirit. We must aim to win the doctors so that they become enthusiastic carriers of our principles.
	Many of the significant problems in the areas of social policy and economy that the Gymnastic Union has been working on for years
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still await their resolution. The oppression of the poor, the continued merciless exploitation of the people by the voracious monopolies are still existing evils. The regulation of children’s and women’s work and establishing a normal work day, the nationalization of the telegraph and roads remain burning questions no thinking man can avoid. The Convention must guard the current progressive stand point of the Gymnastic Union and support its demands for reform. 
	On several occasions last year, the Executive Committee felt compelled to act as an advocate for our platform and principle decisions. We approved the so called “German Day” as a means to build a better understanding between all citizens of German origin and protect their reduced rights against the animosity of the nativists that is becoming more and more audacious.
	When the authorities failed to reject the humiliating proposals for restriction of immigration and the naturalization right in Congress, the Executive Committee took on the leading role in this battle and we can report with satisfaction that our written protest found much support not only among the Turners but the German Americans in general as well. Let us hope that we have put an end to such senseless and hateful incidents against the German Americans and their culture for a long time to come.
	Because the Gymnastic Union strives constantly to keep the memory of truly great and deserving men alive, the Executive Committee believed to act according to our principles when it called for a dignified 25th death anniversary festivity for our martyr president Abraham Lincoln. We took the liberty to place a laurel wreath on behalf of the Gymnastic Union at the grave of the magnificent departed man.
	To comply with the New York Turner District’s wish the Executive Committee gave in to the demand of the American Amateur Athletic Association and instructed Julius Harder to contact this organization as a representative of the Gymnastic Union. On the other hand, we are still not able to promise any significant success in the collaboration with the Association for the Advancement of Physical Education. While the American Amateur Athletic Association embraces the practical gymnastics movement and proves its desire to adopt the German gymnastic culture unconditionally, the Association for the Advancement of Physical Education appears to limit its work to annual meetings with more or less scholarly and abstract lectures and discussions.
	In general, the Executive Committee strived to foster every effort aimed at spreading our principles and expanding our Union. The statistical report shows that there are still 76 gymnastic societies in the United States that are not members of our Union. As long as they are not members of the Böhmisch (Bohemian) Gymnastic Union they should be an excellent missionary field.
	In addition, the Executive Committee aimed to lend support to the intellectual endeavors of the gymnastic societies by sending out monthly discussion topics through the respective committee. As the report


(p. 23)
of this committee proves, the intellectual life in the Gymnastic Union has increased significantly, however the activities are still not as widely spread as desirable.
	The Executive Committee was instructed by the previous National Convention to edit our platform and principle decisions as well as create business rules for the management of future conventions. Both tasks are completed and the results will be submitted to the next Convention.
	Your Executive Committee was also tasked with dividing the Gymnastic Union in gymnastic sections. The result was published a while ago and we expect the opinions about the value of the division will have been clarified by now.
	Two of the oldest and most diligent members of the Executive Committee stepped down last year. Two of the most important positions, First Speaker and meeting Secretary, were thus vacated and replacements were brought in. Even when they have the best intentions, it is impossible for unexperienced officials to fulfill all obligations at the beginning of their terms so we hope for patience and tolerance for some flaws.
	Our Union grew more than three times in the past twelve years. The Executive Committee’s business increased at least at the same rate and it can no longer be completed by its 9 members without unduly burdening some of them. Therefore it is urgently recommended to increase the next Executive Committee to 12 or 15 members. We will submit a proposal to that effect to this Convention. With a light heart, the signed below will hand their not always easy work to their loyal successors.
	Wishing the Union further success and growing power, the National Executive Committee signs with a Turner greeting:
	Hugo Münch, First Speaker.
John Tönsfeldt, Second Speaker and Chair of the Technical Committee.
	Dr. Wm. Drechsler, Meeting Secretary.
	J. Rudolf Bollinger, Corresponding Secretary and Chair of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.			
	Richard Bösewetter, Treasurer.
	Richard Barthold, Chair of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts.
	Ernst Helfensteller, Chair of the Committee for Complaints.
	Jacob Von Gerichten, member.
	Albert H. Häseler, member.
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	Turner Küstermann from Green Bay moved to approve the report with thanks. Motion passed. The categorization committee will refer the proposals included in the report to the relevant committees.

	Next, the Committee for the Union Publication submitted the following report:
	The Committee recommends the Convention approve the form and direction of the Union Publication and leave the editing to the current editorial board.
	Christoph Stöttner.
	Wm. Waterstraat.
	M. Bamberger.
Julius Herrn Jr.
	G. W. Spier.
	David Ginand.
	W. C. Pollner.
	Jos. Dauber.
	Approved.

	Next was the report of the Auditing Committee. The report was read and included in the agenda after the item about the course.
  	To the 14th National Convention!
	Good health! The signed below Auditing Committee for the examination of the book keeping and the Executive Committee reports examined the accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer very carefully and found them in best order.
	The treasury April 1, 1888 was						$10,341.46
Revenue in the two years until April, 1 1890					  13,760.55
Grand total: treasury and revenue						$24,102.01
Total expenses during the 2 years						  13.190.05
Remaining treasury on April1 1890						$10,911.96

The Committee recommends the Convention consider whether the treasury could not be invested more securely and advantageously. We believe that a mere bank deposit without surety of the Treasurer and the National Executive Committee is not a very safe capital investment. However, if the project of merging the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary is realized we do not believe it would be necessary to make any changes.
Otto Weiβ, Chair.
	Franz Haffner.
	Alex. Grüneberg.
	C. R. Gadsden.
	Paul Müller.

	A number of delegates submitted the following proposal:
	New York, June 22, 1890.
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! The signed below members of the Committee for Practical Gymnastics at the 13th National Convention in Chicago in 1888 alert 
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the 14th Convention that there is an error in the official minutes of the 13th Convention, namely on p. 48, in the seventh sentence from the top – it should say: “regarding the proposals of the Vor-fencer class of the New Jersey Turner Districts” instead of what it now reads: ”regarding the recommendation of the Turner Fencing Sections of the New York Turner District”.
	That is why we ask the current Convention to enter this correction in its minutes.
Carl Ziegler.
	F. Eyer.
	F. A. Götze.
	H. Metzner.
	K. Kroh.
	Ad. Spiller.
	Approved.
	Next, the minutes of the morning session were read and approved.
	A motion for adjournment until 3 o’clock was rejected, however a motion for adjournment until 2 o’clock passed.
	Victor L. Berger, Secretary.


	Afternoon Session.
	First Speaker Heinrich Braun called the meeting to order at 2 pm.
	The Committee for the Intellectual Efforts submitted to following report:
The Committee for the Intellectual Efforts was organized by electing Otto Pullich, New York, Chair and Theo. Lange, New England, Secretary.
	All committee members were present and decided as follows:
	We concur with the declarations of the previous Convention in Chicago regarding intellectual efforts and recommend additionally:
	1. The National Executive Committee shall determine two prize questions every year. One of them must be about a general topic, the other a technical topic. However, no monetary prizes shall be awarded.
	2. A concise history of gymnastics should be compiled in chronological order in the form of a calendar and published in German and English for effective promotion of the cause of gymnastics. It must be sold to the gymnastic societies and Gymnastic Union members for the production price as it is a necessary means for teaching and instruction.
	(Tabled until the approval of the rules for the gymnastic fest). 
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	3. To recommend establishing German day care centers everywhere because they foster the German language and gymnastics.
	4. To recommend all societies establish a German elementary evening school or class for students, ages 14 – 18, where gymnastic school students graduating from elementary school lack the opportunity to improve their German language skills.
	5. All gymnastic societies must conduct a thorough annual inventory of their libraries and acquire good and contemporary works for their collections. We recommend the following materials:
	Thomas Payne.
	“The Woman” by Bebel.
	“Weapons Down” by Bertha von Suttner.
	“Looking Backward” by Bellamy.
	“Collected Lectures” by Hedwig Henrich -Wilhelmy.
	“Poems” by Jacob Heintz.
	“Autumn Roses” by J. Straubenmüller.
	Herwegh’s “Poems” and last, but not least: Cushing’s Manual (German and English).
	6. To recommend all societies organize an annual celebration in memory of Thomas Payne, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.
	7. All societies should offer at least 6 lectures or discussions per year. The National Executive Committee will award honorary diplomas to the societies that held the most lectures or discussion events in one year and issue reprimands to the societies that did not fulfill this recommendation or did not send in reports to the Executive Committee about the events. The Executive Committee report must list the names of both, the societies that received diplomas and those that got reprimands.
	8. In addition, we recommend no “intellectual” gymnastic competition take place at the national gymnastic fests but the individual Turner districts be required to conduct such competitions annually – however, not at gymnastic fests but as part of the program of an evening festivity in one of their gymnastic societies determined by the District Executive Committee.
	9. Finally, we earnestly recommend to keep up and foster the German folk song in all societies of the North American Gymnastic Union.
With Turner greetings:
Otto Pullich, Chair.
	Theo. Lange, Secretary.
	L. Hirsch.
	Fritz Frank.
	Henry Auer.
	G. Küstermann.
	Carl Plum.
	Henry Stumpf.
	P. M. Schlichter.

	The report was opened up for discussion.
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	Section 1. Approved.
	Section 2: the following proposals, substitutes, corrections and addenda were submitted:
	Turner Trenn: To authorize the National Executive Committee to have a history of the Gymnastic Union written in English and German including the Union platform and principle decisions.
	Rejected.
	Turner Boppe: We recommend the National Executive Committee collect the most important dates form the history of gymnastics in this country and put them together chronologically in a calendar form.
	Rejected.
	Turner Ocker: Substitute: To refer this issue to the Executive Committee so it may present a suitable draft at the next Convention.
	Rejected.
	Turner Hickstein submitted the following addendum to the original draft: “I propose to add to the history of the Gymnastic Union its platform and principles as well as short discourses about all demands for reforms. These discourses must outline the reasons for and justify the demands”.
	Rejected.
	Turner Heinemann: To authorize the National Executive Committee to send the pamphlets suggested by the Intellectual Committee to all societies and Union members free of charge.
	Rejected.
	Next, it was voted for Section 2 (of the original draft) - rejected.
	Section 3. Approved.
	Section 4. Approved.
	Section 5. Approved.
	H. Huhn submitted the following addendum to Section 6: Add the names of Karl Heinzen, Robert Blum and Friedrich Hecker to the names of the men whose memory we celebrate.
	Section 6 was tabled and Huhn’s addendum with it as well.
	Section 7. Rejected.
	Section 8. Motion to close the discussion was rejected. The same happened to a proposal to send this paragraph back to the committee.
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	After long deliberations, this section was tabled until the discussion of the new gymnastic fest rules.
	Section 9. Approved.
	The amended report of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts was approved en bloc with the exception of section 8.
	Next, Turner Boppe submitted the following motion: The Committee for Intellectual Efforts is instructed to gather all decisions and approved recommendation from previous conventions, disseminate them among the gymnastic societies and have them available at the national conventions to avoid unnecessary discussions.
	Approved.

	Turner Fleck from Indiana reported on behalf of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, as follows:
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Report of Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	Good health! First, the committee was structured by appointing H. Suder for Chair and W. Fleck for Secretary. Upon Turner Boppe’s proposal, it began by picking up the discussion of the question about the merge of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary with the German American Teachers Seminary. The Committee had received instructions about this from the following Turner districts: Indiana, Ohio, New Jersey, Wisconsin, Pittsburgh, North Western, St. Louis, South California, Central Michigan, West New York, Florida, New England, Lake Erie, Rocky Mountain, Central=Illinois, Chicago, Southern Central and Long Island. Of them, the first 17 were in support of and the last one against the merge of the schools.
	After long deliberations, the following proposals were approved unanimously: 
	1. The Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary recommends a merge of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary of the North American Gymnastic Union with the National German American Teachers Seminary on the grounds of the plan proposed by the National Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees of the Teachers Seminary.
	2. We recommend the Convention pass the decision: As stated in the above mentioned draft or perhaps further improved, the Gymnastic Union will build a gymnasium under the supervision of the National Executive Committee. The construction will be funded through donations while the cost for furnishing and equipment will be covered from the Union treasury. The Convention must appoint a committee of five members that will lead the efforts to secure funds for the construction work under the control of the National Executive Committee. A sub-committee must be appointed in every gymnastic society that will collect donations from the members and report about its promotion work among the members to the main committee.
	3. The National Executive Committee is instructed to sign the necessary contracts with the Board of Trustees of the Teachers Seminary. The temporary plan that was agreed upon is basically approved, however it is not binding for the National Executive Committee in all details. In addition, the National Executive Committee must decide when the contract will come into effect. All
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essential regulations in the current school rules compendium must be adapted as well as possible to the new situation. The organization and distribution of classes, in fact everything that affects both institutions, must be determined by both, the Board of Trustees of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the executive committee of the Teachers Seminary.
	4. We report to the Convention: The Board of Directors of the Teachers Seminary offers, if so desired, to offer the Gymnastic Union a loan of up to $20,000 at a 6% interest rate.
	5. We recommend the Convention express its gratitude to the Pfister – Vogel family for their generous offer.
	The committee discussed the proposal of the New York Turner District to establish a second gymnastic teachers seminary, however we do not believe this to be necessary so we refrain from any recommendation.
	The committee approved the recommendations of the St. Louis Turner District regarding scholarships for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary students as follows:
	1. The Gymnastic Union will no longer award scholarships to the gymnastic teacher candidates. 
	2. When requested, the National Executive Committee will give them an advance for necessary expenses. This money must be paid back in monthly installments under conditions the National Executive Committee may see fit to order.
	3. The payments must begin only after the candidates in question have acquired a job.
	4. The Gymnastic Union will bear the risk of the advances.
	Turner Götze’s proposals about loaning out books from the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary library was rejected as not helpful. On the other hand, the committee submitted the following to the Committee for Practical Gymnastics: we recommend establishing a library that should include all of the more important gymnastic literature, be open to the gymnastic societies and the gymnastic teachers and be managed by the technical committee of the National Executive Committee.
	In addition, the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary considered carefully the proposals gymnastic teacher K. Zapp made, namely, that the subjects anatomy, physiology and hygiene be expanded and that boxing, wrestling, training, massage and anthropometry be considered for inclusion in the curriculum. The Committee decided to do so when the new curriculum of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary is created.
	The Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary:
	Heinrich Suder, Chair.
	W. Fleck, Secretary.
	G. Scholer.
	L. W. Teuteberg.
	G. Seikel.
	R. Pertuch.
	C. Herm. Boppe.
	Karl Zapp.
	Werner Stricker.
	H. C. Blödel.
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	Upon a wish from the delegates, Turner C. H. Boppe read the preliminary agreement between the Board of Directors of the National German American Teachers Seminary and the Gymnastic Union leadership. Here it is:
I. Goals and Justification.
	1. The Teachers and Gymnastic Teachers Seminaries are two educational institutions created by the free spirited German American culture. They have many common goals and complement each other in their work. The potential of both schools would rise significantly by their harmonious collaboration while they follow a teaching strategy created by both and by taking advantage of the entire faculty they have. They would play a much more significant role in the progressive development of the education in this country and would become a truly important stronghold for the German Americans in their fight to keep up the German language, sensible traditions and ideology.
	Because the steady growth of the Gymnastic Union needs the continuous education of gymnastic teachers and therefore, at least for the next few years, the specialized courses for gymnastic teachers are absolutely required, a complete merge of both institutions is not envisioned at this point. However, to facilitate the collaboration between them, the Gymnastic Union will build a gymnastium right next to the Teachers Seminary. This gymnasium will be there primarily for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, however it will be available for use by the Teachers Seminary and its specialized school.	
	2. All gymnastic classes in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Teachers Seminary and its specialized school are under the control of the Gymnastic Union. The aim of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary remains the same: the theoretical and practical education of gymnastic teachers who must be capable of not only leading physical exercises but foster the moral and intellectual development of the young people and inspire the further growth of the Union.
	3. We hold the following to be imperative for the education of gymnastic teachers:	
	A. Systematical classes in the following subjects:
	a) Practical gymnastics, gymnastics terminology, apparatus science, goals of the gymnastic teachers, creating of syllabi for the consecutive school years;
	b) History of the development, systematics, methodic and literature of the entire gymnastics with special emphasis of the new time;
	c) Cultural history of the human race to be taught in connection with history of gymnastics;
	d) Principles of anatomy and physiology;
	e) Dietetics, physical therapy and first aid on the gymnastic field;
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	f) Principles of education and practical tips from it;
	g) German and English language and literature;
	h) basic gymnastic and folk song;
	i) Thrust, slash and bayonet fencing;
	k) Swimming.
	B. Frequent observations and teaching practice in the gymnastic school performed in coordination with the exemplary school of the Teachers College. The gymnastic classes in that school must be conducted in accordance to the intentions of the Board of Trustees of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary so that this school becomes an exemplary school in the best sense of the word. In addition, the students in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary will attend the gymnastic classes in the Teachers Seminary. If possible, they should be given the opportunity to observe and lead gymnastic classes in other elementary schools.
	4. A special course at the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary lasts one year and must coincide with the school year of the Teachers Seminary.
	If desired or necessary, the summer break months July and August (or part of the time) can be used for classes. (This may be unavoidable for some of the elective classes, for example swimming. It may be wise to consider an arrangement where the course for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary would begin in July, with the exception of all science classes. For the students in the Teachers Seminary that would mean they would have to sacrifice their break in one of the three years they are in school).
	The latter must master all subjects mandated for the education of gymnastic teachers. The syllabus for the Teachers Seminary must incorporate the gymnastic teachers education as much as possible in its three years’ course. In addition, upon their graduation from the last year of the Teachers Seminary, all of those who will become gymnastic teachers must complete a special three-month course which will target primarily improving their gymnastic skills and abilities and the necessary elective classes.

II. Faculty.
	5. The Gymnastic Union will supply two gymnastic teachers for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Teachers Seminary and the exemplary school. One of these teachers is the technical manager (director) of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the head teacher for the gymnastic classes in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Teachers Seminary and the exemplary school. His entire time must be given to these institutions. He will have an assistant teacher as his aid who will teach only a limited number of classes. Therefore, the assistant teacher can accept another position at the same time. Either the head teacher or his assistant must be capable to provide instruction in fencing and swimming lessons. Other than that, both teachers will be assigned classes as regulated by the Board of the Trustees of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	6. All other subjects required for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary must be taught by the faculty of the Teachers Seminary, unless determined differently in individual cases, with no special remuneration from the Gymnastic Union.
	An additional teacher 
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can be hired for one of the mentioned or an entirely new subject if the Boards of Directors of both institutions agree upon it. In that case, both institutions would share the expenses.
	Some classes can be taught to students of both schools at the same time if it possible to do so without causing disruption to the teaching process of either school.

	III. Locations for the classes.
	7. For their classes, the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Teachers Seminary and the exemplary school can use the main building and the gymnasium planned to be built by the Gymnastic Union. It is less in the interest of the Teachers Seminary but more in the interest of the constantly expanding Gymnastic Union and its Gymnastic Teachers Seminary which must become the center of all gymnastic promotion work that the new gymnasium must fulfil the highest demands in layout, structure and equipment. It must serve teaching purposes exclusively. In addition to the actual floor for exercises (and the necessary rooms around it), it must have as many classrooms as required for the classes in the gymnastic teachers education.
	8. The Teachers Seminary’s part in establishing the gymnasium is only to provide the place where the old school building is currently on or another suitable location for the construction. The value of this property should be assessed objectively in advance of the construction and the Gymnastic Union should be given the right to purchase the land at that price at some point.
	9. The Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Teachers Seminary and its school may use all rooms, equipment, teaching materials, etc. in both buildings in accordance with the mutually agreed upon class schedules. All suitable teaching materials that the Teachers Seminary and its school own will be available for use by the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and vice versa.
	10. The Teachers Seminary and its school cover all the expenses for the maintenance, heating, lighting, cleaning, etc. of the school building. The Gymnastic Union will do the same for the gymnasium.

IV. Leadership and Government.
11. The governing body of the Teachers Seminary remains the Governing Board, resp. its executive committee, for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary – a five-member Board of Trustees. The latter may be elected upon nomination of the current National Executive Committee by every National Convention for a two-year term of service from among suitable members of the Milwaukee gymnastic societies. It would be good if the technical director of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the director of the Teachers Seminary were granted advisory roles in the board. The National Executive Committee of the Gymnastic Union will be the appeal authority in any issues concerning only the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.

Turner Meinhard from West New York moved to approve the draft of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary en bloc.
In the discussion that opened up, Turners Carl Eberhard, Meinhard, Tönsfeldt, Boppe, Nettelhorst, Rau, Andres and Dathe were in favor and Turners Heintz, Karge snd Sewards against the motion.
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	The vote was conducted by districts and the result was:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			75		 -
		Indiana				  8			  8		 -
		St. Louis				75			75		 -
		New England				26			26		 -
		Wisconsin				51			51		 -
		Chicago			           102		           102	              -
		South Eastern				  3			  3		 -
		Philadelphia				57			57		 -
		New Jersey				25			25		 -
		Central New York			  3			  3		 -
		Pittsburgh				46			46		 -
		Missouri Valley			  8			  8		 -
		Minnesota				15			 15		 -
		Upper Mississippi			23			 23		 -
		Rocky Mountain			  9			   9		 -
		New Orleans				  2			   2		 -
		Central Illinois				12			  12		 -
		Pacific					24			  24		 -
		North Western			  2			    2		 -			Connecticut				19			  19		 -
		South Atlantic				  2			   -		 -
		Lake Erie				22			  22		 -
		Long Island				14			   -	  	14
		West New York			16			 16		 -
		Ohio					33		 	 33		 -
		Upper Missouri			  1			   1		 -
		Central Michigan			  4			   4		 -
		Florida					  1			   1		 -
		South Central			  	  7			   7		 -
		North Pacific				  6			   6		 -
		South California			  7			   7		 -
		Red River				  1			  -		 -
		Kansas					16			 16		 -
		Montana				  3			   3		 -
		Nebraska				11			 11		 -
					
		Total					 726		             709	            14
	The votes submitted - 723, 709 were in favor and 14 against.
	On behalf of the delegation of his district (which voted against), Turner Karge from Long Island moved to make the vote unanimous.
	Motion granted.
	Carl Eberhard from New England submitted the following proposal:
	Honoring the high importance the German American Teachers Seminary has in advancing the school system in the country and being a loyal supporter of the German American culture in its fight to keep the German language, the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union thanks the noble women Elizabeth Pfister and Luise Vogel most profoundly for their generous donation to the Teachers Seminary and its exemplary school, the German English Academy. We are overjoyed that the Gymnastic Union was also given such a generous gift.
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	Honor to these good women! May their noble action inspire others to donate as well!
	The proposal was accepted unanimously.
	Turner Boppe thanked the delegates for the decision regarding the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	The following invitation was received from the Old Homestead Club:
	New York, June 23, 1890.
	To the gentlemen delegates of the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union in New York.
	With this letter, the signed below allows himself to humbly invite the gentlemen delegates to visit his park, located on 3rd Ave, between 90th and 91st St., tonight. The concert will begin at 8 o’clock. We are sure we can offer the gentlemen delegates a pleasant evening.
	In the hope that you will consider our invitation, signed with a mighty “Good Health”:
	For the Old Homestead Club, the Board of Directors:
	Ch. Rosenkranz, Assistant Secretary.
	The letter was accepted.
	Same for the following letter from Joseph Grahamer:
	J. R. Bollinger, Central Gymnastic Society.
	A thundering “Good Health!” from gymnastic society Duluth on Lake Superior to the Convention! Down with the reactionaries! Cheers to education and free thought!
	With Turner greetings,
	Jos. Grahamer.
	Turner Huhn moved to adjourn until tomorrow 9 o’clock because some committees haven’t caught up with their work.
	Motion rejected.
	However, a motion passed to break for one hour and to commence the session at 8 pm.
	Break.
	
	Victor L. Berger, Secretary.


	Evening Session.
	First Speaker Heinrich Braun called the session to order at 8:10 pm.
	The following letter was read:
	To the Chair of the National Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union.
	After more precise information was received, the issue I brought up to attention regarding Turner F. Göbel from the Central Gymnastic Society in New
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York, Turner District New York, looks like this: Turner F. Göbel from the Central Gymnastic Society in New York, Turner District New York, protests that his name is included in the list of delegates because he does not feel compelled to act as a delegate. Turner Göbel, district delegate from the New York Turner District was not elected in the election for national delegates and learned afterwards that he, together with Turners E. Guthmann and Chas. Gerlich from the district’s executive committee, were appointed substitutes for elected delegates. He disputes the right of the district executive committee to issue such appointments and petitions through me that his name be removed from the list of Union delegates. In addition, he asks the Convention determine whether the district executive committee has the right to appoint any additional delegates for the National Convention.
	Jos. Eckert, petitioner.
	Supported by: A. Villaret and L. Baumann.
	The Speaker declared this issue out of order because, first, the National Convention elected its members already and, second, because a delegate who wants to resign must submit his resignation to his district.
	Turner George from Chicago reported on the behalf of the committee of seven members to which the disputes between New York and New Jersey, as well as Long Island and New York were submitted:
	To the 14th National Convention.
	New York, June 23 1890.
	Good health! After a thorough examination of the issue of the Workers Gymnastic Society from Elizabeth, New Jersey, regarding the society’s request for admission in the Gymnastic Union, the committee reached the decision that an understanding between the New York Turner District and the New Jersey Turner District as required in Article A, §1 of the statutes has not been accomplished and that the New York Turner District acted rashly by accepting the Workers Gymnastic Society from Elizabeth as its member without notifying the New Jersey Turner District as required by the Constitution. Therefore, we recommend the decision of the National Executive Committee be approved.
	In addition, the committee reports about the issue of the National Gymnastic Society from Brooklyn: delegate Baumgärtner from this society does not have the right to a seat at the current Convention because the admission of the National Gymnastic Society in the New York Turner District was not confirmed by the National Executive Committee and the admission was against the rules according to Article A, §1 of our statutes.
	Adolph George.
	A. F. Campen.
	R. Graff.
	David Ginand.
	Aug. A. Floto.
	Christoph Paulus.
	Oscar Scheer.
	The report was approved.
	Sewards, George, Paulus, Rau, Spier, Görres, Hickstein, Plum and others participated in the discussion that opened up about this item.
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	Turner Rathberger from Chicago submitted the following substitute proposal:
	The New Jersey Turner District must be instructed to admit the Workers Gymnastic Society from Elizabeth, New Jersey in its district.
	The First Speaker of the National Executive Committee Hugo Münch submitted the following addendum to this:
	Regarding the Workers Gymnastic Society from Elizabeth, New Jersey, the Convention decides that the New Jersey Turner District is instructed to allow the admission of the Workers Gymnastic Society in this district and that, if this does not happen within 3 months from this day, the National Executive Committee will confirm the admission of this society in the New York Turner District.
	Following this, the discussion was closed and a vote for Münch’s addendum proposal was conducted. 722 votes were collected: 367 were in favor and 355 against. Thus, the addendum was approved.
	Next, the proposal of the committee came up for a vote. It was rejected with 522 against 200 votes.
	The results are below:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			 -		75
		Indiana				  8			 -		  8
		St. Louis				75			 -		75
		New England				26			10		16
		Wisconsin				51			37		14
		Chicago			           102		             31	             71
		South Eastern				  3			 -		 3
		Philadelphia				57			 -		57
		New Jersey				25			25		 -
		Central New York			  3			 -		  3
		Pittsburgh				46			  4		42
		Missouri Valley			  8			 -		  8
		Minnesota				15			 -		 15
		Upper Mississippi			23			 -		 23
		Rocky Mountain			  9			 -		   9
		New Orleans				  2			  2		  -
		Central Illinois				12			12		  -
		Pacific					24			24		  -
		North Western			  2			  2		  -			Connecticut				19			  7		 12
		Lake Erie				22			 16		   6
		Long Island				14			   4	  	 10
		West New York			16			   -		 16
		Ohio					33			  12		 21
		Upper Missouri			  1			    1		  -
		Central Michigan			  4			   -		  4
		South Central			  	  7			   -		  7
		North Pacific				  6			   6		 -
		South California			  7			   7		 -
		Kansas					16			  -		16
		Montana				  3			  -		 -
		Nebraska				11			  -		11
					
		Total				           726		            200	           522
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	The Speaker declared that the addendum falls off as well.
	Next, Sewards moved to approve the addendum as an independent decision.
	Franz Haffner proposed the following substitute:
	Since it is proven that the New Jersey Turner District agreed with the admission of the Workers Gymnastic Society of Elizabeth in the New York Turner District last October let it be decided that the admission of the Workers Gymnastic Society from Elizabeth in the New York Turner District is approved.
	This proposal was accepted with the following vote: 359 votes in favor and 285 votes against:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			  -		 -
		Indiana				  8			   8		 -
		St. Louis				75			 25		50
		New England				26			 20		  6
		Wisconsin				51			  -		51
		Chicago			            102		              71	             31
		South Eastern				  3			 3		 -			Philadelphia				57			57		 -
		New Jersey				25			 -		25
		Central New York			  3			  -		 -
		Pittsburgh				46			27		19
		Missouri Valley			  8			  8		 -
		Minnesota				15			 15		 -
		Upper Mississippi			23			 23		 -
		Rocky Mountain			  9			  9		 -
		New Orleans				  2			  -		   2
		Central Illinois				12			  -		 12
		Pacific					24			  -		 24
		North Western			  2			  -		 2			Connecticut				19			 12		 7
		Lake Erie				22			  6		12
		Long Island				14			  2	  	12
		West New York			16			  8		  8
		Ohio					33			27		  6
		Upper Missouri			  1			  -		  1
		Central Michigan			  4			  4		 -
		South Central			  	  7			  7		 -
		North Pacific				  6			  -		6
		South California			  7			  -		7
		Red River				  1			  -		 -
		Kansas					16			   -	           16
		Montana				  3			   -		-
		Nebraska				11			  11		-
					
		Total				           718		              359	           285

	Next, the minutes of the afternoon session were read and approved.
	Adjournment until tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.

	Victor L. Berger,
	Secretary.
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	Third Day.
	New York, June 24, 1890.
	Morning Session.
	First Speaker Turner Heinrich Braun called the session to order at 9:45 in the morning.
	At this time, only the two assistant meeting secretaries were present.
	It was not possible to read the second part of the report of the committee of seven members because the First Secretary had this report in his possession. For that reason, the tabled report of the Auditing Committee was read. Upon the request of the same committee, the second part of the report dealing with the capital investment was tabled. The report was approved as amended:
	To the 14th National Convention.
	Good health! The signed below Committee for Examining the Bookkeeping and the Reports of the National Executive Committee carefully inspected the records of the Secretary and Treasurer and found those documents in best order:
Treasury balance on April 1, 1888							$10,341.46
Revenue during the 2 years through April 1, 1890					 13, 760.55
Grand total: treasury and revenue							$24,102.01
Total expenditures during the 2 years						  13,190.05
Remaining treasury balance on April 1, 1890						$10,911.96
The Committee recommends the Convention consider whether the treasury could not be invested more securely and advantageously. We believe that a mere bank deposit without surety of the Treasurer and the National Executive Committee is not a very safe capital investment. However, if the project of merging the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary is fulfilled then we do not believe it necessary to make any changes.
Otto Weiβ, Chair.
Franz Haffner.
Alex. Grüneberg.
	C. R. Gadsden.
	Paul Müller.
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	Turner Jacob Heintz from the New York Turner District submitted the following letter:
	May the Convention decide the following: Because Mr. Gallus Thoman offered to write the history of the North American Gymnastic Union in English at no cost for the Gymnastic Union, it is recommended the gymnastic societies provide him any relevant material they may have.
	Christian Eberhard submitted the following related motion:
	The National Executive Committee must be authorized to examine Thoman’s manuscript before it is published, to make any corrections or remove some parts if necessary.
	In addition, Turner Boppe submitted the following motion:
	Naturally, the Gymnastic Union will not be responsible for the contents and the direction of the material.
	Boppes’ motion was rejected.
	Next, Turner Heintz’ letter and Chr. Eberhard’s motion were approved.

	The Committee for the Categorization of the Received Instructions submitted the following report:
	New York, June 22, 1890.
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union.
	Good health! Your Committee for the Categorization of the Instructions reports that the various recommendations received from the individual districts have been submitted to the respective committees.
	The Committee.
	Paul Karge, Chair.
	The report was approved.

	The Committee for Platform and Statutes submitted the following report which was read and opened for discussion:
	New York, June 24, 1890.
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union.
	Good health! The Committee for Platform and Statutes reports:
With a majority of votes (all but one in favor), we decided to recommend to keep the current platform as it was edited by the Executive Committee. Below is the platform:
1. We, the Turners of the North American Gymnastic Union, united under the name “The North American Gymnastic Union”, strive for the education and training of physically and intellectually competent and diligent people.
The committee recommends the Convention approve the editorials made by the National Executive Committee and the logic order of the principle decisions.
2. We recommend the following addenda or changes to the principle decisions:
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	“Ban of factory work for children under 14 years of age” – replace the word “factory work” with “work for hire”.
	3. Support of an electoral reform in accordance with the Australian electoral system.
	4. Support of a direct national vote at the presidential and senate elections.
	We recommend the following changes and additions to the statutes:
	A. Organization.
	Addendum to §1: “If the district to which the applying gymnastic society belongs according to its geographical position refuses to accept that society as its member, said society is free to join another district which is close by. If the society is denied membership there as well, the National Executive Committee will be authorized, should the society request it, to decide if and where it will be accepted.
	In §3: replace the word “district committee” with “Executive Committee”.
	B. Government.
	Change in §4: increase the number of members who have the right to vote from 50 to 100.
	Change in §6: Remove the words: “The Executive Committee must have 9 members” and replace with: “The Executive Committee consists of 15 members; at least 3 of them must be educated gymnastic teachers and members of its technical committee. The members…”
	Remove the words: “The corresponding secretary and the treasurer” and replace with: “Both secretaries and the treasurer as well as the secretary of the technical committee which must be appointed by the Executive Committee…”
	Change the number 9 to 15 and 3 to 6.
	§10. Addendum. Gymnastic societies that join a Turner district or the Gymnastic Union between January 1 and October 1, must remit the dues for the current year in full. However, if they join in the last 3 months, they will pay dues for the following year.
	Instead §11: When applying for membership in the Gymnastic Union, every society must submit a $3.00 fee. If the society is rejected, the fee will be reimbursed.
	Insert §14 after “according to the statistical reports from January 1” or, according to Article 10, admitted by October 1.
	Substitute for §18.
	Every Turner who owns a passport signed by the relevant society official will be accepted into another society without probation time and registration fee, provided, the admission is not disputed. If the latter is the case, the society will have the right to reject that Turner, however, it must provide the reasons for the rejection, if so requested. The Turner will have the right to appeal a rejection to the district committee and the relevant higher authorities.
	Addendum to Paragraph 29:
	1. The Union platform, the principle decisions and the Union statutes must be published in English and German.
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	2. In fact, in such format that they can be added to/bound with the districts’ and societies’ statutes.
	3. Every district and Union gymnastic society must be required to add/bind the Union platform and the principle decisions to/wind their statutes.
	4. The districts will cover the costs for room and board of the Convention delegates.
	Insert the following to B. § 6, after “Executive Committee district”: “The Executive Committee may not remain in the same district for longer than three consecutive terms”.
	The Committee:
	Carl Eberhard, Chair.
	G. Schweppendick, Secretary.
	Jacob Heintz.
	Christ. Müller.
	Wm. Pfänder.
	Friedr. Bertsch.
	Tobias Siegel.
	Jos. Betz.
	Louis Nettelhorst.

	At this point, the recommendations were read one by one.
	All submitted changes and addenda regarding the Union platform and principle decisions were approved.

Statutes.
A. Organization.
§1: addendum approved.
§3: change approved.
B. Government.
§4: change approved.
§6: change approved.
§10: addendum approved.
§11: change approved.
§14: change approved.
Turner Meinhard submitted the following proposal regarding the change the committee proposed to §18:
Addendum to §18: However, a Turner with such a passport can only then be accepted in a gymnastic society he already tried to join but with no success, if a majority of the members who are present at a regular meeting vote in favor of his admission.
Meinhard’s proposal was rejected and the original addendum proposed by the committee was approved.
The addendum to Section B, §29 was approved.
The insert to Section B., § 6 re the term of the National Executive Committee was rejected with 514 against 193 votes.
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	The vote ran:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			 45		 30
		Indiana				  8			  -	 	   8
		St. Louis				75			  -		 75
		New England				26			 6		 20
		Wisconsin				51			 -		 51
		Chicago			           102		             94	                8
		South Eastern				  3			 -		   3			Philadelphia				57			 -		 57
		New Jersey				25			 -		 25
		Central New York			  3			 -		   3
		Pittsburgh				46			 9		37
		Missouri Valley			  8			 8		 -
		Minnesota				15		            15		 -
		Upper Mississippi			23			 -		 23
		Rocky Mountain			  9			 9		 -
		New Orleans				  2			 -		 2
		Central Illinois				12			 -		 12
		Pacific					24			 -		 24
		North Western			  2			 -		 -			Connecticut				19			 -		 19
		South Atlantic				 2			 -		  2
		Lake Erie				22			 -		 22
		Long Island				14			  1	  	13
		West New York			16			 -		 16
		Ohio					33			 -		 33
		Upper Missouri			  1			 -		   1
		Central Michigan			  4			 -		   4
		Florida					  1			 -		   1
		South Central			  	  7			 -		   7
		North Pacific				  6			 -		  -
		South California			  7			 -		  -
		Kansas					16			 -		16
		Montana				  3			 -		  -
		Nebraska				11			 -		  1
					
		Total				            726		              193	           514

	Next, the committee report was approved as amended en bloc.
	Next, Riedel from Philadelphia submitted the following proposal:
	Addendum to the statutes, B. Government, §16: after “as well as to observe strictly the statutes of the respective district and society” insert: “and may not be a member of any Young Men’s Christian Association, Y.M.C.A., or any other similar organization. Turners who currently are such members must either cancel their membership there or in the Gymnastic Union. The gymnastic societies must be required to make sure these rules are enforced”.
	This addendum was tabled.
	G. Schweppendick moved to reconsider the decision to approve the report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	Motion rejected.
	Adjournment until 1:30 pm.
	Victor L. Berger, Secretary.
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	Afternoon Session.
	The session was called to order at half past one. The following telegrams were read:
	Chicago, Ill., June 23.
	National Turner Convention, Central Gymnastic Society.
	To the National Convention! Good health! The Swiss Gymnastic Society, Chicago, sends a triple “Good health!” to the National Convention.
	Jacob Manz, Speaker.
	
	St. Louis, Mo., June 23.
	Henry Braun, Central Gymnasium, 67. St. and 3. Ave.
	Although chained to the sick bed, I am deeply interested in the sessions of the National Convention and in spirit I am in your midst. A “Good health!” to the delegates of the Convention and “Make the way free!” for the efforts of our beloved Union.
	J. Rud. Bollinger, corresponding secretary.

	Peoria, Ill., June 23.
	To the National Convention, Central Gymnastic Society, 166 East 67. St.
	A triple “Good health!”
	Friedrich Hauber.

	Chicago, Ill., June 23.
	National Turner Convention.
	To the National Convention – good health! The Chicago Personal Rights’ League, the one-year old child of the Chicago Turner District, together with all the 130 societies and 35,000 members of the district wishes “Good health!” to the National Convention!
	W. J. Dyrenforth, president.

	
Next, the Committee for Union Affairs reported:
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! The Committee for Union Affairs submits the following recommendations:
	1. The St. Louis Turner District must be approved as the National Executive Committee district and St. Louis the seat of the National Executive Committee for the next two years.
	2. We recommend San Francisco or Kansas City as the place for the next Convention.
	3. The next National Gymnastic Fest must take place in Milwaukee. The Committee wanted to have the next National Gymnastic Fest take place in a city in the East, however it cannot support the conditions set by the Long Island Turner District, namely its demand for financial support from the Gymnastic Union.
	4. Approve dividing of the National Executive Committee in sections with the amendment that the New England Section and the Atlantic Section be merged.
	5. Recommend to the districts and societies to initiate a relationship with the League for Personal Rights and establish branch leagues which will get in contact with the main league in Chicago. The goal of this movement is to fulfil the principles of the League for Personal Rights and lend them national importance.
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	6.  The Turner Mutual Benefit Society of the North West deserves the trust of the Turners and we recommend everybody whose Constitution permits it join the organization. We ask all societies that have not appointed a secretary for the Society to do so. We recommend the Board of Directors of the Turner Mutual Benefit Society be required to submit a detailed report to the National Executive Committee. The latter must examine the records and finances of the Society thoroughly.
	7. Because Turner Carl Köhne donated a 20–acre property in Gotha, Florida to the Gymnastic Union to build an orphanage and a home for the elderly for Turners, we recommend that the National Executive Committee examine the feasibility of such a project and present the result of this examination at the next Convention so that a decision can be made. The project could benefit greatly from establishing new and the help of existing women’s societies.
	8. The National Executive Committee must be required to build an archive where all documents, Convention minutes, statistical reports and publications, in fact, all material that provides information and insight about the North American Gymnastic Union will be preserved. The Executive Committee must be allotted sufficient funds to obtain newspapers, minutes, etc. from the time the old gymnastic union was founded to the present.
	9. We recommend further that the societies who host a National Convention in the future not be required to bear the cost for room and board of the delegates.
	10. The gymnastic societies still do not take keeping the Union statistics seriously. A statistical report that is not precise or is lacking is not worth the paper it was written on and turns into a probability exercise instead of delivering an exact picture of the condition and work of the Union. There is something else which is tremendously important: if, for instance, the occasional gymnastic society counts less members than it actually has, whether on purpose or because it simply does not care, the district and the Union are cut short in their dues and other societies that provide the correct number of members and pay the respective dues are in fact indirectly negatively affected. Therefore, we recommend the Convention urge the officials in the societies to be absolutely precise and careful when preparing their annual statistical reports.
	11. In addition, we recommend the gymnastic societies contribute to the fund for the support of Fritz Schütz’ family as much as they could.
	12. We urgently recommend cultivating a close relationship with the Amateur Athletic Union – this would open an additional field to the German gymnastics culture and enforce its popularity and
	13. We recommend the National Executive Committee be asked to divide the submitted instructions for national conventions by committees instead of districts.
	The Committee for the Union Affairs.
	H. Huhn, Chair.
	H. W. Ocker, Secretary.
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	The report was accepted and read paragraph by paragraph:
	Paragraph 1: leave the Executive Committee in St. Louis – approved.
	Paragraph 2: Re determining the location for the next convention. This issue was tabled until the question about who should cover the cost for room and board of the delegates is resolved.
	Paragraph 3: Determining the location for the next gymnastic fest: the committee recommendation to hold the fest in Milwaukee, Wis. was approved – decided by the vote below:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			  -		 75
		Indiana				  8			  8	 	  -
		St. Louis				75			 75		  -
		New England				26			16		 10
		Wisconsin				51			  -		  -
		Chicago			           102		             86	              16
		South Eastern				  3			 -		  3			Philadelphia				57			  3		54
		New Jersey				25			 -		25
		Central New York			  3			  3		 -
		Pittsburgh				46			46		 -
		Missouri Valley			  8			  8		  -
		Minnesota				15			 15		  -
		Upper Mississippi			23			 23		  -
		Rocky Mountain			  9			   9		  -
		New Orleans				  2			  -		 2
		Central Illinois				12			  12		 -
		Pacific					24			  24		 -
		North Western			  2			    2		 -			Connecticut				19			    6	             13
		South Atlantic				2			   -		 -
		Lake Erie				22			  22		-
		Long Island				15			   -	  	-
		West New York			16			  16		 -
		Ohio					33			    8		 25
		Upper Missouri			  1			    1		 -
		Central Michigan			  4			   -		 -
		Florida					  1			   -		  1
		South Central			  	  7			   -		-
		North Pacific				  6			   -		-
		South California			  7			    7		-
		Red River				  1			   -		-
		Kansas					16			 16		-
		Montana				  3			   3		-
		Nebraska				11			 11		-
					
		Total				           726		             420	         224

	Schweppendick from Long Island moved to declare the vote unanimous. 
	Granted.
	Paragraph 4. Re division in sections. Approved.
	Paragraph 5. Re creating a close relationship between the Gymnastic Union and the League for Personal Rights in Chicago. Approved.
	Paragraph 6. Re the Turner Mutual Benefit Society.
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Upon a motion by Dr. Scholer, the proposal was rejected through the following vote:
District Name				Votes			Yes		No
		New York				75			 1		 74
		Indiana				  8			 8	 	  -
		St. Louis				75			 15		  60
		New England				26			13		 13
		Wisconsin				51			51		-
		Chicago			           102		             42	             59
		South Eastern				  3			 -		  3			Philadelphia				57			 -		57
		New Jersey				25			 7		18
		Central New York			  3			 -		 3
		Pittsburgh				46			5		41
		Missouri Valley			  8			 -		 8
		Minnesota				15		            15		 -
		Upper Mississippi			23			 -	            23
		Rocky Mountain			  9			 5		 4
		New Orleans				  2			 -		 2
		Central Illinois				12		             12		 -
		Pacific					24			24		 -
		North Western			  2			  2		 -			Connecticut				19			  5		 14
		South Atlantic				2			  -		  -
		Lake Erie				22			  -		 22
		Long Island				15			  2	  	 12
		West New York			16			  -		 16
		Ohio					33			  8		 25
		Upper Missouri			  1			  1		 -
		Central Michigan			  4			 -		-
		Florida					  1			 -		1
		South Central			  	  7			 -		-
		North Pacific				  6			 -		-
		South California			  7			  -		7
		Red River				  1			  -		-
		Kansas					16			16		-
		Montana				  3			  -		3
		Nebraska				11			  -	           11
					
		Total				           726		            233	           476

	Paragraph 7. Re Turner Köhne’s donation in Gotha. Approved.
	Paragraph 8. To establish an archive. Approved.
	Paragraph 9. Pulled back by the committee because the issue was already resolved in the report of the Committee for Platform and Statutes.
	Paragraph 10. Regulating the Union’s statistics. Approved.
	Paragraph 11. Recommendation of the Schütz’ family fund. Approved.
	Paragraph 12. Re closer collaboration between the Gymnastic Union and the Amateur Athletic Union. At this point, the following letter from Mr. A. G. Hills to Turner Harder was read and, upon a decision of the Convention, added to the session’s minutes:
	[image: ]

Following this, it was proposed that the Amateur Athletic Association be authorized to send a delegate to the technical committee of the Union to observe the technical part of our efforts.
Approved.
The Secretary was instructed to notify the Amateur Athletic Association about this decision.
The recommendation of the committee was approved.
Paragraph 13. Re the submitted to the Convention instructions. Approved.
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	Next, it was voted for the place for the next Convention.
	In addition to the cities mentioned in the committee report, San Francisco and Kansas City, Omaha, Cleveland and Washington were nominated.
	Below is the result of the vote:

	1. Bundesstimmen.
2. Kansas City.
3. San Francisco.
4. Omaha.
5. Cleveland.
6. Washington.

							1.	2.	3.	4.	5.	6.
New York				75	  4	2	2	2	59
		Indiana				  8	  8				
		St. Louis				75					75
		New England				26					26
		Wisconsin				51	  5	15		10	21
		Chicago			            102	16	46			40
		South Eastern				   3					3
		Philadelphia				57	  3			33	51
		New Jersey				25					25
		Central New York			  3					  3
		Pittsburgh				46					46
		Missouri Valley			  8					  8
		Minnesota				15	15				
		Upper Mississippi			23	23				
		Rocky Mountain			  9	  9				
		New Orleans				  2					  2
		Central=Illinois			12					12
		Pacific					24	  8			  8	  8
		North Western			  2		  2			
		Connecticut				19	  4				15
		South Atlantic				  2					
		Lake Erie				22					22
		Long Island				15					14
		West=New York			16					16
		Ohio					33		  8			25
		Upper Missouri			  1	  1				
		Central Michigan			  4				  4	
		Florida					  1					
		South Central				  7								North Pacific				  6					
		South California			  5		  7			
		Red River				  1								Kansas					16	16				
		Montana				  3					  3
		Nebraska				11					11
						           726	112	72	  2	27	485
		Washington									485
		Cleveland									  27
		Omaha									    2  
		San Francisco									  72
		Kansas City									112
		Total:										698
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	Thus, Washington was elected the city where the next Convention will take place.
	Next, the committee submitted the following decisions in addition to its report:
	As citizens of the republic, we protest against the efforts to limit immigration and make naturalization more difficult as expressed in many disgraceful to the republic bills that would establish politics of despotism. These efforts are born out of small mindedness and animosity toward freedom.
	It is mostly thanks to immigration that farming, industry and trade experienced tremendous growth. Immigration made the United States big and strong and ensured its front place in the competition of the nations. With almost no exceptions, the immigrants offered their blood and lives to preserve our republic when treason threatened to destroy it and fought to clean it from the shame of the Negro slavery while the natives planned its downfall.
	The current laws for regulation of immigration and naturalization are completely sufficient to ward off the ostensible dangers the supporters of imperious and violent measures present as nightmares. All that is necessary to hold those who endanger the public at bay is a strict enforcement of those laws. 
	However, we cannot condemn enough the demand that in our republic whose highest values must be the freedom of thought and the right for self fulfillment of every person, the immigrants’ views and opinions be examined and those immigrants who were supporters of any revolutionary party in monarchist Europe be banned from this country. This demand proves the most blatant misunderstanding of the institution of the republic.
	That is why the Turners of the United States declare through their representatives gathered at the 14th Convention that they will use their influence and right to vote against every candidate for a seat in the national legislature who has not pledged in advance to work against every effort to limit immigration and make naturalization more difficult.
	We also protest against the United States’ lowering itself to become a henchman for the monarchies in Europe by signing contracts for the surrender of political fugitives.
	In addition, we protest vigorously against the high spirits and presumptions of the nativism and puritanism, whether the latter manifests itself in support of crazy prohibition, intolerant and antagonistic Sunday laws or in a dishonest war against the German language.
	While we support the principle of mandatory school attendance and the the ban of children’s labor, we protest against the attempts to enclose the freedom of learning and teaching in language chains and destroy this freedom through small minded laws that are open to a zealous interpretation.
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	It is the country’s duty to ensure that the young generation is not robbed of its right to a sensible education and must make the parents who let their children grow up in ignorance expose the children to education which enables them to become useful members of the human society.
	In addition, the state has the right of control over the school and it must make sure that the school remains free of any dangerous influence of the enemies of the people and of the reason.
	The Committee for Union Affairs:
	H. Huhn, Chair.
	H. W. Ocker, Secretary.
	F. H. Biermann.
	Anton Voigt.
	Adam Schöning.
	August Dick.
	Valentin Uhrig.
	S. Meyer.
	Emil Plaβberg.
	P. W. Roder.

	The declarations were approved unanimously. 
	Next, the entire report was presented as amended en bloc and approved by the Convention.
	Turner Franz Sigel came into the session and was introduced by the Speaker. He held a brief address which received energetic applause. Upon Turner Carl Eberhard’s proposal, a triple “Good health” was called out to honor Turner Sigel. 
	Next, it was decided to send a copy of the declaration presented by the Committee for Union Affairs presented to Turner H. Lelbach, a member of the Immigration Committee, in Washington.
	Next, Turner Spier from the South Eastern District submitted the following decisions:
	Because it is necessary and the times demand it that an organization which will honor progress in all areas take up a clear stand toward the enormous social issues, we declare:
	Decided that we, the representatives of the North American Gymnastic Union, view work as the source of abundance and all civilization.
	Decided that we embrace the efforts of the workers’ unions of all civilized countries for the improvement of their situation.
	Decided, that we the members of the North American Gymnastic Union, participate in the resolutions of the social issues to the best of our abilities.
	After a lively discussion, Spier’s declarations were approved with the following vote:
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		District Name				Votes			Yes		No
New York					75		48		27
		Indiana					  8		  8		 -
		St. Louis					75		75		 -
		New England					26		26		 -
		Wisconsin					51		51		 -
		Chicago				           102	           102		 -
		South Eastern					  3		  3		 -
		Philadelphia					57		48		  9
		New Jersey					25		25		 -
		Central New York				  3		  3		 -
		Pittsburgh					46		46		 -
		Missouri Valley				  8		  8		 -
		Minnesota					15		15		 -
		Upper Mississippi				23		  5		18
		Rocky Mountain				  9		  9		 -
		New Orleans					  2		  2		 -
		Central Illinois					12		12		 -
		Pacific						24		24		 -
		North Western				  2		  2		 -
		Connecticut					19		  6		13
		Lake Erie					22		20		  2
		Long Island					15		15		 -
		West New York				16		16		 -
		Ohio						33		33		 -
		Upper Missouri				  1		  1		 -
		Central Michigan				  4				  4			Florida						  1				 -
		South Central					  7		  7		 -			North Pacific					  6		  6		 -
		South California				  7		  7		 -
		Red River					  1				 -
		Kansas						16		16		 -
		Montana					  3				 -
		Nebraska					11		11		 -
		Total					           726	           659		63

	Otto Weis submitted the following addendum to the proposal asking the districts to provide room and board for their delegates at conventions:
	However, the district where a convention takes place must be required to ensure the delegates find lodgings at lower prices.
	Approved.
	Turner Eberhard from New England submitted the following proposal:
	In future, no gymnastic society will have the right to burden the other societies with solicitation letters or send them lottery tickets.
	Tabled.
	The Women’s Society of the Bloomingdale Gymnastic Society sent a magnificent flower bouquet accompanied by the following letter:
	New York, June 24, 1890.
	To the Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! We wish the Convention good luck and success for its sessions and especially for their brave decision regarding the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the big social issues of our time.
	With Turner sisters’ greetings,
	The members of the Women’s Society of the Bloomingdale Gymnastic Society.
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	Accepted with gratitude.
	Upon Huber’s proposal a triple “Good health!” was called out in honor of the ladies. 
	Next, the second part of the tabled report of the seven-member committee was read. Find it below:
	In addition, the committee reports in the matter of the National Gymnastic Society in Brooklyn - delegate Heimgärtner from this society does not have the right to a seat at this Convention because the admission of the National Gymnastic Society in the New York Turner District was not sanctioned by the National Executive Committee and was against the rules according to Article A, § 1 of our statutes.
	Adolph George.
	A. F. Campen.
	R. Graff.
	Aug. A. Flotow.
	Christoph Paulus.
	Oscar Scheer.
	A vote by districts was conducted about the declaration, the result is below:
	District Name				Votes			Yes		No
	New York					75		 -		-
	Indiana					  8		  8		-
	St. Louis					75		75		-
	New England					26		26		-
	Wisconsin					51		51		-
	Chicago				           102	           102		-
	South Eastern					  3		  3		-
	Philadelphia					57		54		 3
	New Jersey					25		25		-
	Central New York				  3		  3		-
	Pittsburgh					46		46		-
	Missouri Valley				  8		  8		-
	Minnesota					15		15		-
	Upper Mississippi				23		23		-
	Rocky Mountain				  9		  9		-
	New Orleans					  2		  2		-
	Central Illinois					12		12		-
	Pacific						24		24		-
	North Western				  2		  2		-
	Connecticut					19		19		-
	Lake Erie					22		22		-
	Long Island					15		  -		-
	West New York				16		16		-
	Ohio						33		22		11
	Upper Missouri				  1		  1		-
	Central Michigan				  4		 -		 4			Florida						  1		 -		-
	South Central					  7		  7		-			North Pacific					  6		  6		-
	South California				  7		  7		-
	Red River					  1		  -		-
	Kansas						16		16		-
	Montana					  3		  -		-
	Nebraska					11		  -		  -
	Total	           				           726	            602		18
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	Next, the minutes of the morning and afternoon sessions were read and approved.
	Adjournment until 8 pm.
	Victor L. Berger, Secretary.


	Evening Session.
	The Second Speaker, Turner H. Meβner, called the session to order at 8 pm.
	The First Secretary took minutes.
	Next, the Committee for Practical Gymnastics submitted its report.
	Turner Kroh moved to refrain from reading the gymnastic fest program*. Motion granted. Only the main points were extracted and explained by gymnastic teachers Kroh and Zapp. The agenda was approved en bloc.
	Next, the Committee for Practical Gymnastics submitted the following proposals.
	The technical committee of the Gymnastic Union consists of 9 men and is elected by the National Convention for a term of 4 years (If need be, the committee itself will appoint any necessary replacements).
	Rejected, because the decisions about appointing the technical committee were already made.
	In addition: make swimming mandatory as a physical exercise very practical for life.
	Approved.
	In addition: take measures regarding creating a book of gymnastic songs.
	Approved.
	The following committee proposals were declared decisions:
	In order to create a consistent system and a regular gymnastic language in the entire United States, the Technical Committee must put together a group of exercises in three levels for every apparatus, as well as in the free, choreographed exercises and athletics in German and in English. These are to be published in a pamphlet format. The copies must be sent out to all gymnastic societies and published in the Union newspaper. Later, the pamphlets must be bound in book format.
	In addition: if deemed necessary, the Technical Committee must

----------
	*The new gymnastic fest program was not included the Convention minutes in accordance with a decision of the National Executive Committee. After the technical committee revises it thoroughly, the program will be published separately and will be sent to the societies.


(p. 54)
include explanations and instructions how certain exercises must be executed.
	The following declaration was accepted as well:
	It is the duty of the Technical Committee to oversee all practical gymnastic in the Union, to encourage and instigate gymnastic teachers meetings, to stimulate and animate so that a rigorous gymnastic life persists in the Union.
	The Technical Committee must submit a comprehensive report to the National Convention about the practical gymnastics in the Union. This report must be handed in together with the National Executive Committee’s report in print format.
	This was approved as well:
	To hold occasional summer or semester break courses organized by the Executive Committee or the Union. Such a course should last three (at least two) weeks and include special classes in certain subjects, lectures, etc. The instructors for these courses will be appointed by the Gymnastic Union.
	The Second Speaker of the National Executive Committee Turner Tönsfeldt asked the Convention to take a break from its work because a surprise is planned now.
	The session acceded.
	In heartfelt words, Turner Tönsfeldt honored the accomplishments of the founder of the North American Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, Turner Heinrich Metzner from New York, who has served the gymnastics culture with the utmost self sacrifice for the past 34 years.
	He acknowledged gymnastic teacher Georg Brosius as equally accomplished for the past 25 years. He pointed out how Georg Brosius led the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary under all kinds of difficult circumstances and the stamina of the younger teachers in the Union is an excellent proof of his endeavors.
	Therefore, Turner Tönsfeldt continued, he is delighted to present both outstanding Turners with a gift as a token of the high esteem their colleagues hold them in.
	With this, Turner Tönsfeldt gave each Turner a magnificent, inscribed for the occasion silver set.
	Turner Chr. Paulus from Wisconsin gave Brosius on behalf of the latter’s children a picture framed with a laurel wreath and Turner insignia.
	Both men were visibly touched and thanked in warm words.
	Turner Suder moved to appoint a five member committee to raise the necessary funds for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. Motion granted.
	Next, the minutes of the evening session were read and approved. 
Adjournment until tomorrow, 9 am.
	
Victor L. Berger, Secretary.
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Fourth Day.
	New York, June 25, 1890.
	First Speaker Heinrich Braun opened the session at 9:30.
	The First Secretary took the minutes.
	Turner Ocker from St. Louis proposed to send the following letter:
	The 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union wishes Turners Hugo Münch and Albert Bornmüller and their families a pleasant trip to the old fatherland. The Convention calls out a triple “Good health!” to their safe return.
	Turner Metzner proposed to add: ask both Turners to give Turner Starkloff in Bremen the Convention’s greetings.
	The proposal and the amendment were approved.
	Next, the Speaker read the names of the five members of the fund raising committee for the Union gymnasium: Ch. Paulus, Milwaukee; H. W. Ocker, St. Louis; Jac. Ruppert, New York; Christ. Schäfer, Denver; A. George, Chicago.
	Next, the following telegrams were read:
	Lincoln, Neb., June 24, 1890.
	To the North American Gymnastic Union, c/o New York National Newspaper, New York.
	Good health! The Nebraska Turner District gathered in Lincoln sends Turner greetings and a hand shake to the North American Gymnastic Union, currently in session in New York City. Special greetings to Turner Phillip Andres.
	The Nebraska Turner District.

	Milwaukee, Wis., June 24.
	Christ. Paulus, c/o Central Turn Hall.
	Render our thanks to the Convention for selecting Milwaukee for the next National Gymnastic Fest. Congratulations to Boppe. “Good health!”
	Gymnastic Society Milwaukee.

	Next, the following report of the Committee for Complaints and Appeals was read:
	Report of the Committee for Complaints and Appeals.
	The committee was structured by appointing Turner Vahlteich Chair and J. Meinhard Secretary.
	The New York Gymnastic Society appealed the National Executive Committee’s decision in the matter
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 of the society’s rejecting a Turner with a Turner passport form the New Brooklyn Society because the passport was not obtained in a regulated way. The Committee for Complaints and Appeals decided that the Executive Committee could not have acted differently given the current laws, however, that the addendum to that paragraph approved today gives the New York Gymnastic Society complete freedom to act as it deems just and appropriate.
	J. Vahlteich, Chair.
	John Meinhard, Secretary.
	Julius Albert.
	Fred. Linn.
	Philip Andies.
	Christoph Paulus.
	The report was approved.
	Ch. Stöttner from New Jersey submitted the following proposal:
	Because we believe our Union newspaper to be one of the best ways to promote the Turner principles, we ask the district committees to require their societies to appoint committees tasked with the dissemination of the “American Gymnastic Newspaper”.
	Approved.
	The following letter was received from the Excelsior Button Co.:
[image: ]
	The letter was tabled.
	Turner Michel from New York submitted the following proposal:
	The Convention recommends establishing a class for the education of free thinking female child care providers. This class must be connected to the National Teachers Seminary.
	Turner Berger from Wisconsin noted that with the merge of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary it is no longer necessary for the Union to do this.
	Proposal tabled.
	Turner Tönsfeldt submitted the following proposal:
	The Convention decides: The Executive Committee is instructed to create guidelines for introducing gymnastics in the public schools. Every gymnastic teacher working in the Union will be required to use them.
	Approved.
	Karge’s (Long Island) proposal to recommend the individual gymnastic societies establish day care centers was declared not in accordance with the rules because this recommendation is included in the approved report of another committee.
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	Bopple proposed:
	The Executive Committee is instructed the have the decisions from yesterday immediately translated and sent to Washington.
	Approved.
	Turner T. Sigel submitted the following proposal:
	The Gymnastic Union should arrange the hire of travelling gymnastic teachers to help the gymnastic societies with limited sources so that the latter benefit from the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary they helped support for a long time. These gymnastic teachers could establish new gymnastic societies and schools as well as stimulate the intellectual efforts in the societies.
	The proposal was referred to the National Executive Committee.
	Next, the discussion about the report of the Committee for Practical Gymnastics was continued.
	The following proposal from Karl Zapp, Lake Erie Turner District, was approved:
	Gymnastic Teachers Day. For this year’s course which would begin after the Gymnastic Teachers Day in Put-In-Bay, I would recommend, besides repeating the fest course from 1888, classes in boxing and wrestling and, if possible, lectures in massage. I also think it’d be very appropriate to repeat the fire drill exercises from 1886 that our friend Tönsfeldt led at that time.
	The proposal to hold swimming competitions at the next fest was approved as well.
	Same for this:
	To look into establishing a correspondence bureau which will achieve an agreement with all American organizations to introduce gymnastics in accordance with the German rules and to supply reports about general activities in gymnastics to the American newspapers.
	In addition, the following was approved:
	Decided: the Technical Committee must contact Dr. Embuske or Dr. Posse as well as Dr. Sargent in Boston regarding lectures and practical exercises in their respective classes at the next Gymnastic Teachers Day. If this is not possible, the Gymnastic Union must send a gymnastic teacher to participate in each of the summer courses by Dr. Sargent and in Chautauqua. 
	The following substitute submitted by Boppe regarding the World’s Fair in Chicago was approved:
	The Gymnastic Union together with the Chicago Turner District is authorized to be in charge of creating the possibly fullest exhibit of gymnastic apparatus, gymnastic literature, etc. at the World’s Fair. In addition, the Convention recommends the Chicago Turner District provide gymnastic demonstrations in the exhibit hall.
	The committee’s motion to 
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express the Convention’s gratitude to gymnastic teacher Stecher from St. Louis for all his efforts was granted.	
	Next, the report of the Technical Committee was approved as amended en bloc.
	Next, Turner Behrens submitted the following proposal:
	The North American Gymnastic Union, with a membership including about 40,000 citizens of this country, recommends the organizers of the World’s Fair consider the following suggestions:
	a) Employ only union workers.
	b) Eight-hour work day.
	c) Keep the entire Fair open on Sundays.
	d) Sale of all kinds of refreshments at the Fair grounds.
	Approved.
	Next, Turner Schweppendick from Long Island and others submitted the following proposal:
	New York, June 24.
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union.
	Good health!
	Considering how crucial it is to promote the efforts of the Gymnastic Union among the English speaking population in this country, the signed below delegates propose the National Executive Committee be instructed to begin the regular publication of a newspaper as soon as possible. Next to news related to gymnastics, this newspaper should print articles useful for promotional efforts among the English speakers. If this is not quite yet possible, the National Executive Committee should submit a plan to the next Convention how this project may be realized. To secure the widest possible dissemination of the newspaper, its subscription price may not exceed $1.00 per year.
	With Turner greetings,
	Gustav Schweppendick,
	Paul Karge,
	Carl Eberhard,
	J. Vahlteich,
	Edward Schramm,
	A. Schönig.
	
	Turner Boppe submitted the following substitute proposal:
	The Executive Committee is authorized to publish occasionally pamphlets in English to promote gymnastics and the principles of the Gymnastic Union among the English speaking population.
	Boppe’s substitute proposal was approved and Schweppendick’s proposal rejected.
	The tabled section from the report of the Committee for Intellectual Efforts was brought up for discussion.
	It says:
	8. In addition, we recommend that no competitions in intellectual gymnastics take place at the national gymnastic fests any longer. However, the districts must be required
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to conduct such competitions annually, however not at gymnastic fests but only as part of the program of an evening social gathering in a gymnastic society that the district executive committee will determine.
	Proposal tabled.
	Next, Turner Schweppendick submitted the following proposal:
	To instruct the Executive Committee to consider the publication of an English magazine and to report to the Convention about it.
	Proposal rejected.
	Wieland from New York submitted the proposal:
	The National Executive Committee must be asked to take the necessary steps that the protest of the Gymnastic Union against the ignominious sentence of editor Moses Harman in Kansas reaches the President of the United States and that the reprieve of this victim of a barbaric medieval law system be attempted with all our might.
	Approved.
	Turner Heinrich Huhn from the Pacific Turner District submitted the following declaration:
	Since our last Convention, one man passed away who, as a worthy representative of our ideas, deserves to be remembered with the utmost gratitude. Our Gymnastic Union and our cause lost in Hugo Gollmer a noble, diligent and ready for self-sacrifice fighter for freedom of the highest caliber. The 14th Convention expresses its profound condolences to the family of the deceased and asks all Turners to preserve the memory of our friend.
	The declaration was approved unanimously and all present rose from their seats to honor the memory of the deceased.
	Friedrich Michel from New York submitted the following proposal:
	The North American Gymnastic Union expresses through its delegates gathered for the 14th National Convention its profound regret about the current miserable conditions in Siberia. The Turners protest in the name of humanity against the cruel, fiendish treatment of the Russian prisoners. The Turners believe that those conditions mock the civilization of the 19th century and wish that the entire freedom loving American nation use its influence to improve those conditions.
	Friedr. Michel.
	Turner Michel’s proposal was tabled because, in that case, the Union would have to issue such declarations regarding all other instances of inhumane and barbaric oppression.
	The following recommendation was approved:
	To hold this year’s Gymnastic Teachers Day on Aug. 14 through 16 instead of Aug. 1 through 3.
	Karl Zapp.
	Karl Bruck.
	Karl Kroh.
	Karl Ziegler.
	Karl Suder.
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	The following recommendation by the Lake Erie Turner District was tabled:
	To instruct the National Executive Committee to compile a collection of lectures suitable for children and children’s gymnastic societies. To facilitate this, the Executive Committee should use the “Turnzeitung” (Gymnastic Newspaper) and circulars to publish a call for such lectures and should be authorized to offer remuneration for any it deems appropriate.
	Turner F. Bertsch from Ohio submitted the following proposal:
	The 14th Convention thanks the Karl Kroh and Oscar Sputh, the outstanding leaders of the physical exercises at the 25th National Gymnastic Fest. This was the first time that the athletic and the exercises of the gymnastic societies, accompanied with song and music, were executed superbly and most effectively. It did an honor to the Gymnastic Union.
	Approved.
	Next, the following proposal by Turner Max Bethge from the Long Island Turner District was approved:
	Decided - the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union is grateful to the German and American Press in New York and other cities who sent their representatives to the Convention for publishing and disseminating our sessions. 
	Next, the following proposal by Turner Carl Eberhard from von New England approved:
	Decided – the Convention expresses its gratitude to the National Executive Committee for its difficult and very successful government. 
	Turner Boppe submitted the following proposal:
	Decided – the Convention expresses its warmest gratitude to the Board of Trustees and the faculty of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in Indianapolis.
	Approved.
	Turner Weise invited the delegates to visit Philadelphia and promised a most friendly reception.
	Acknowledged.
	Turner Rau from Chicago invited the delegates from the west regions to visit the gymnastic fest of the Chicago Turner District.
	Also acknowledged.
	Next, Turner Boppe from Milwaukee submitted the following proposal:
	The Convention committee should read the complete printed minutes tomorrow, Thursday, June 26, at 1 pm and approve en bloc and then declare the 14th Convention adjourned sine die.
	Approved.
	Lastly, the following proposal was accepted:
	Decided - the delegates’ thanks go to the New York Turner District and the Central
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Gymnastic Society in New York for the friendly reception and treatment.
	In addition, it was decided to thank the officials of the 14th Convention for their impartial and dutiful leadership of the Convention.
	Approved.
	The First Speaker Heinrich Braun gave a concise summary of the work of the 14th Convention and with a triple “Good health!” to the continuous development of the North American Gymnastic Union declared the session closed.

	Victor L. Berger, Secretary.














APPENDIX
I.
Report of the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	St. Louis, Mo., June 18, 1890.
	To the 14th Convention of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	The Committee was tasked by the Executive Committee of the North American Gymnastic Union to prepare this report:
	Because the last national convention in Chicago instructed the National Executive Committee to contact the German American Teachers Seminary in order to create a plan for the merge of that college with our Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, it became necessary to task a special committee with this issue.
	In addition, a decision of that convention left it up to the discretion of the National Executive Committee to hold another course if the demand for gymnastic teachers made such a course necessary.
	Because the Milwaukee Gymnastic Society categorically declared at the last national convention that it does not wish to continue to oversee the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary the Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary had to look for another place.
	After a thorough evaluation of the situation, the committee contacted the following Turners to seek out new home of the orphaned school: C. Hermann Boppe, editor of the “Amerikanischen Turnzeitung” (American Gymnastic Newspaper); Wm. Fleck, gymnastic teacher, Indianapolis; Karl Kroh, gymnastic teacher, Cincinnati; Carl Zapp, gymnastic teacher, Cleveland; Heinrich Suder, gymnastic teacher, Chicago.
	After examining the offers received from Cincinnati, Indianapolis and Milwaukee, the Committee decided for Indianapolis as the future home of the school. This decision was confirmed unanimously by the National Executive Committee.
	Accordingly, a new course began on July 1889 in Indianapolis and the final exam gave the Gymnastic Union 17 male and 1 female gymnastic teachers. 
	These wonderful results were accomplished thanks to the complete devotion of the Board of Trustees and the faculty working together with the very supportive Social Gymnastic Society in Indianapolis.
	We can report the following regarding the negotiations with the National German American Teachers Seminary:
	After numerous written communications were exchanged with that institution’s directors, the Executive Committee invited them to a visit in St. Louis. Mr. C. Hermann Boppe, Secretary of the committee and Mr. E. Dapprich, the school’s director, accepted this invitation with alacrity. The result of the very thorough deliberations was the agreement below we present to the Convention:
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	1. Home of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary.
	a) The Gymnastic Teachers Seminary will be moved permanently to Milwaukee.
	b) The School Teachers Seminary will provide the property on which to build a national gymnasium free of charge. The value of the property will be assessed and, should the schools split at some point, the Gymnastic Union can purchase it for that price.
	c) The Gymnastic Union will build a gymnasium which must include room and equipment for gymnastic classes from both schools as well as the exemplary school of the Teachers Seminary.
	d) To secure funding for this construction, the Gymnastic Union is voluntarily issuing for itself an additional tax of $1.00 pro member.
	e) The Gymnastic Union will oversee the gymnasium operations and maintenance.
	2. Classes.
	a) Our students will receive science and education classes together with the students of the Teachers Seminary, namely according to their intellectual abilities in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade.
	Gymnastic classes, as far as school gymnastics is concerned, will also be taken by the students of both schools together.
	b) Apparatus gymnastics will be practiced separately because the Teachers Seminary students have three years to complete the material.
	c) The gymnastic education of all candidates will be overseen by a committee appointed by the Gymnastic Union.
	d) All students of both schools must pass the same final exam in gymnastics.  The graduates from the Teachers Seminary are required to pass the final exam for gymnastic teachers.
	3. Faculty.
	a) The Gymnastic Union will employ a gymnastic teacher on a permanent basis who will be in charge of the physical education in both colleges and in the exemplary school.
	b) Should this gymnastic teacher be overwhelmed with duties, the Gymnastic Union will hire an assistant for him.
	c) The rest of the faculty will be hired by the Teachers Seminary.
	This is a brief summary of the agreement between the representatives of the German American Teachers Seminary and the National Executive Committee.
	We now have great hopes that the collaboration of both schools can be realized.
	If the Gymnastic Union try its hardest to accumulate a capital of $30,000 by collecting the voluntary tax of ca. $1.00 per member the future of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary is secured.
	Attached to this report are the final report of the Board of Directors of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the report of the Observation Committee for the final exam of the school.
	The Committee for the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary:
	J. Rudolf Bollinger, Chair.
	William Drechsler, meeting secretary.
	John Tönsfeldt, member.
	Albert Häseler, member.
	Jacob von Gerichten, member.
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II. 
Final Report about the First Course of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary (held in Indianapolis from July 1, 1889 through April 26, 1890).
	To the Executive Committee of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! The Social Gymnastic Society in Indianapolis which, in accordance with the negotiations at the last National Convention in Chicago, is in favor of a collaboration between the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary, applied to be considered as a potential home of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary (after the Milwaukee Gymnastic Society refused  to do it any longer).
	We own a model gymnasium and the school rooms necessary for a college. Our gymnastic school has plenty of students in every age group. It was and continues to be in great condition. In addition, we knew that our gymnastic teacher W. Fleck will rise to the challenge of being a technical leader of the Seminary. Thus we believed that we would perform the task in a satisfactory manner. Furthermore, we have skilled teachers for the science disciplines. What we lacked in experience we hoped to make up through our earnest good will.
	Although the work they took on was completely new to the members of the Board of Trustees and the faculty, they learned the ropes quickly and worked together harmoniously thus ensuring a good final result.
	In the beginning, a somewhat doubtful disposition caused by the relocation of the school manifested itself among the students. However, in short time, this mood dissipated entirely and made room for the pleasant feeling of mutual trust.
	At this point, we believe it is necessary to define the teacher’s position in the gymnastic classes – he not only teaches 75 percent of the entire curriculum but, as it logically follows from his role, is the steady advisor, friend and companion of the students at all times. Since so much is required of him, he should be given rights in the government of the school so that his work carries even more weight.
	Regarding the division of the subjects in the rules of the school in main and electives, we recommend to elevate German and English language classes into a main subject to emphasize even more the importance due to this subject.
	Regretfully, fencing teacher Heintz was called back to the Naval Academy only three weeks after classes began. Since no suitable replacement could be found, the students had to practice on their own helping each other out. Therefore their fencing skills are not sufficient. Alas, the school will not be able to enjoy the excellent service of Mr. Heintz in the future either and that is why urgent measures must be taken to find a new teacher for this class. If possible, fencing classes should be taught during the entire course because the physical strain to the students is too heavy,
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when fencing classes take place during a time already overburdened by hot weather and swimming classes.
	The first course in Indianapolis lies in the past now, 17 new diplomas (one of them second class) were issued to 16 male and 1 female gymnastic teachers.
	We cannot to measure this result against any previous courses – we will let the Exam Committee which is able to do that make the comparison and point out any weaknesses and errors.
	We refrained from ranking the diplomas. We believe that the abilities of a new gymnastic teacher depend on his applying the learned knowledge and skills on his own. We believe we can hardly judge about this in a fair way at the end of the course. The graduates received a certificate which gives information about the value of their performance in the school.
	We admit one could argue about the statement above, therefore a constant modus of distributing the diplomas must be determined.
	Individual flaws that the Board of Trustees and the faculty noticed during the course in the different classes will be improved or altogether avoided in the next course.
	In general, the Board of Trustees is very satisfied with the accomplished results. We are pleased to find that all who were in any way connected to the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, whether directly or indirectly, worked to the best of their abilities at all time to achieve the high goals of this institution.

	Attached is the schedule of the final exam:
	Thursday, April 24, 1890.
	8:30 am: H. Lieber, Chair of the school’s Board of Trustees opened the exam.
	8:45 am – 9:30 am: Gymnastic Science and Methodic of Gymnastic Classes. Teacher W. Fleck.
	9:30 am – 12 pm: Gymnastics of the lower level boys’ classes. Teacher W. Fleck.
	Choreographed exercises: Pulling of the long row; individual turns in the row during walking; alternation between walking and running; building a row; opening and closing the rows.
	Free standing exercises: turns; arm, leg and torso exercises; simple connections.
	Exercises at the apparatus: jumping block, climbing poles, horizontal bars.
	Games: “The Black Man”, “The Plonking Sack Makes the Rounds”.
	2 pm – 4 pm: Gymnastics for the lower and middle level girls’ classes. Teacher W. Fleck.
	Singing and hopping: choreographed exercises in connection with free standing exercises.
	 Exercises at the apparatus: swinging rope, horizontal ladder, running in a circle.
	Games: “The Vulture and the Hen”, “Cat and Mouse”.
	4:30 pm – 5:30 pm: Teaching sample with the I. and II. girls’ classes of the Social Gymnastic Society. Teacher W. Fleck.


(p. 66)
	7 pm – 8 pm: Song. Teacher A. Ernestinoff.
	8:15 pm – 9:30 pm: Teaching sample with the men’s class of the Social Gymnastic Union. Teacher W. Fleck.

	Friday, April 25, 1890.
	8:30 am – 9:30 am: Cultural History. Teacher C. Pingpank.
	9:30 am – 12 p: Gymnastic for the middle boy’s class. Teacher W. Fleck.
	Choreographed exercises: turns in walking and running; forming quadruple rows; panning of the quadruple rows; opening and closing of the rows.
	Free standing exercises: combined exercises, exercise change, exercise rows and progressions.
	Exercises at the apparatus: slanted ladder, parallel bars, vaulting horse.
	Games: limping fight, competitive running around a circle.
	2 pm – 4 pm: Gymnastics for the upper level boys’ classes. Teacher W. Fleck.
	Choreographed exercises: change from walking to running after a turn; pulling of the quadruple rows; building rows while turning and dodging; panning out while walking backwards; opening the rows into relay position; forming a two- and three part procession; opening and closing the rows and troops in the parade.
	Exercises with hand held apparatus: weights and pole exercises.
	Combination of choreographed, weights, pole and free standing exercises.
	Exercises at the apparatus: horizontal bars, horse (positioned crosswise), forward plank.
	Games: “The Fox out of the Hole”; roll ball.
	4:30 pm – 5:30 pm: sample classes with the I. and II. boys’ classes of the Social Gymnastic Society. Teacher W. Fleck.
	7 pm – 8 pm: German Language. Teacher C. E. Emmerich.
	8:15 pm – 9:30 pm: sample classes with the III. boys’ class of the Social Gymnastic Society. Teacher W. Fleck.

	Saturday, April 26, 1890.
	8:30 am - 9:30 am: English Language. Teacher C. E. Emmerich.
	9:30 am – 12 pm: Gymnastics for Adults. Teacher W. Fleck.
	Choreographed exercises: connecting rows with panning out and turns; opposite order and panning out, order of the rows and panning out the rows in the structure
	Exercises with hand held apparatus: weights, pole and club exercises.
	Exercises at the apparatus: rings, horse (positioned longwise), parallel bars.
	Games: “Kick out the Third”; rider ball.
	2 pm – 3 pm: choreographed, free, weights and pole exercises, commands given in English. Teacher Georg Vonnegut.
	3 pm – 4 pm: Fencing and fighting with sticks.
	4:30 pm – 5: 30 pm: History of Gymnastics. Teacher W. Fleck.
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	7 pm – 8 pm: Education. Teacher C. E. Emmerich.
	8 pm – 9:30 pm: Anatomy, Physiology, Medicine, Physical Therapy. Teacher Dr. H. Pink.

	Sunday, April 27, 1890.
	9 am – 10 am: written exam given by the Executive Committee.
	10 am – 11 am: meeting of the Executive Committee, the faculty and the Board of Trustees to discus issuing the diplomas and certificates.
	8 pm: Signing of the diplomas. Followed by an informal gathering.
	For the Board of Trustees:
	H. Lieber, Chair.
	Theo. Stempfel, Secretary.
	Clemens Vonnegut, Second Chair.






*	*	*
Treasury Report.
Revenue:
	May 30 from the ladies’ societies in the Indiana Turner District	$25.00
	July 17. from the National Executive Committee		           1,225.00
	December 2	“	“					              500.00
	January 27	“	“					              775.00
	March 29	“	“						 500.00    
Total: 								        $3,025.00
Expenditures:
1. Regular expenses:
	Gymnastic teacher W. Fleck					           $400.00
	C. E. Emmerich						             200.00
	Dr. Pink							             150.00
	C. Pingpank								  75.00
	Geo. Vonnegut						             100.00
	Geo. Heintz							             120.00
	O. Schissel								  75.00
	A. Ernestinoff								  75.00
	New library acquisitions						  47.16
	New gymnastic apparatus						  15.25
	Social Gymnastic Society, rent				             125.00
	Miscellaneous: Express and postage, notebooks, etc.   		173.90
	Total:								          1,556.31
2. Scholarship Fund.
	For room and board						       $2,381.35
	Paid by students to the treasury				            941.50	  
Subtracted: 						                      1,439.85   
Regular expenditures + scholarship funds			         2,996.16
	Remaining balance   						             28.84
	Subtracted a bill 						             22.00
	Remaining balance at the disposal of the Board of Trustees		$6.84
	
	For the Board:
	Alex. Metzger, Treasurer.
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III.
Report of the Observation Committee for Final Exam of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in Indianapolis held from April 24 through April 27, 1890.
	To the Executive Committee of the North American Gymnastic Union!
	Good health! The Committee you appointed to observe the final exam conducted in Indianapolis from April 24 through April 27 wishes to submit to following report:
	After the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary moved from New York to Milwaukee in 1875, it became an institution the Gymnastic Union was rightfully very proud of it. Almost every year, the school delivered a number of diligent and skilled gymnastic teachers and no one thought the school could be so successful under any other gymnastic society but Milwaukee. That is why we held our breath before the final exam of the first course held in Indianapolis. Although we were certain of the self-sacrifice and dutifulness of the Board of Trustees and the names of the school faculty were a pledge for conscientious and successful work, the course was burdened by a complete lack of experience. Therefore, one did not dare expect much. Your committee is delighted to report that it was not only very pleasantly disappointed but surprised by the results accomplished in some disciplines. Leaving aside some shortcomings that will be mentioned at a later point, many excellent results were accomplished in this year. The course can definitely measure up to the best held in Milwaukee.
	The 15th course of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the first held in Indianapolis, was held from July 1, 1889 through April 27, 1890. As in the previous two years, it lasted ten months.
	Nineteen candidates passed the admission exam. One of them (Ruf) dropped out shortly after the course started. The names of the students are: Hans Ballin; Hermann Boos C. A. Cobelli, August Conrad, Adam Döhla, Joseph Funk, Ernst Heers, Friedr. Krimmel, Richard Meller, Robert Nohr, Adolph Oppenheimer, David Osterheld, Emil Rahm, Ferdinand Rhein, Berthold Seifert, Ernst Viehweg, Max Wolter, Miss Frances Müller.
	From the eighteen participants, seventeen received a first class diploma and one, Mr. F. Rhein, a second class diploma.
	For the first time in years, the course had a female student. Miss Müller stood out with diligence and earnest work and will bring honor to the school in any position she may embark upon in the future.
	Just like in all previous courses, the very unequal prior education of the students manifested itself. Consequently, many students found it extremely difficult to keep up with those who possessed solid knowledge when entering the seminary. The fact that almost all students
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earned a first class diploma at the end, is the best proof of the diligence and endeavor of the students and the untiring and conscientious work of the faculty.
	Regarding this lack of equal prior education that manifests itself every year and impedes the work of the course significantly, your committee would like to recommend the requirements for the admission exam be made stricter and only such candidates be accepted who have a sufficient knowledge to rise to the challenges of the course. Up until now, one had to look the other way during this exam often because there never were enough gymnastic teachers. This is no longer necessary because we expect a significantly larger number of young people to embrace this profession. The position of the gymnastic teachers in the United States has changed in many ways. In many large cities in our country gymnastics was included in the curriculum of public schools and other educational institutions. It is only a question of time when the other cities will follow. This made the profession of the gymnastic teacher much more reputable and respected. Therefore we are justified to expect that everybody who wants to devote himself to the profession posses more knowledge and skills than what was found by many applicants so far. A better prior knowledge or more thorough preparation for the admission exam are absolutely necessary if the gymnastic teachers want to rise to the higher demands expected of them in the future.
	In addition, this will make the work of the Board of Trustees and faculty considerably easier. Given the uneven accomplishments of the students, it was extremely difficult to evaluate the students in a fair way in all previous courses. The question who was entitled to a first, second class or perhaps even no diploma at all always led to discussions. What happened was that by every course, a new method was used to determine the percentage justifying the various diplomas and this is hardly commendable. Meanwhile, the Board of Trustees (and your committee supports this) would like for the Committee for the Executive Committee’s Seminary Committee to set a normal percentage as a criterion for the individual diplomas. 
	It made a very unfortunate impression that the students viewed the final exam merely as an unavoidable end of the course and did not seem to see any other value in it. Although they showed exemplary diligence and hard work during the school year, they all seemed to assume that their participation in the course alone gives them the right to a diploma. Many had accepted positions before the course was even finished. Others were in the midst of negotiating with gymnastic societies although they did not know whether they will be issued a diploma. Signing contracts with gymnastic societies before the end of the course should not be permitted because it robs the final exam of all value and relevance.
	Regarding the individual curriculum subjects, Mr. Wm. Fleck, the technical leader of the school, had the hardest task. After the school was under the excellent management of gymnastic teacher Geo. Brosius for thirteen years, it was certainly easy


(p. 70)
to pick up where he left. However, already the first course showed that Mr. Fleck was worthy of the assigned position. What he lacked in experience, he replaced with pedagogical tact, buoyant ardor and iron zeal. The trustees as well as his students only had words of the highest regard for his loyal work. The accomplishments of the students in gymnastics were applauded by all. Only their posture while executing the exercises could be a little bit more erect and precise.
	A recommendation made by various observation committees through the years, namely hiring a second gymnastic teacher, was finally realized in this course. In the past, all gymnastic disciplines were overseen by the technical leader and when the classes in the science of gymnastic were added, it was almost impossible for one teacher to manage the entire load. Under the competent leadership of Mr. Georg Vonnegut who took over the English part of the gymnastic classes the students acquired an excellent expertise in English commands. This prepares them to teach gymnastics in their future positions in German and English successfully.
	From all the performances your committee had the opportunity to observe those in the languages were the best. These classes were the step child in all previous courses and the results could hardly compare to those in the other subjects. Mr. Emmerich, however, managed to present the material in such an excellent way and to conduct such great work in class in the short time he had that the results from the final exam surprised the members of the observation committee. In no course did the graduates demonstrate such perfect command of both languages as in this year’s. The fact that Mr. Emmerich also found time to introduce the students to German literature and dismissed them with passable knowledge in this subject demonstrates that the class was in the best possible hands.
	The classes in education were also taught by Mr. Emmerich. To expect major accomplishments in this class was of course unrealistic because one cannot make teachers in 40 hours out of young people who, with the exception of two, had no idea about education prior to their admission in the school. Nevertheless, Mr. Emmerich was able to introduce the students to the principles of education and convince them of the responsibility and importance of their profession.
	As it happened for education, the time allotted for classes in cultural history was much too short. The few students scheduled to attend were not enough to meet the requirements a class of this magnitude has. That is why only the most outstanding events in cultural history were taught. Also, for the same reason it was not possible to explore their significance and influence on the intellectual life of the cultured nations. Still, the students acquired solid knowledge during the short time. Mr. Pingpank knew how awaken their taste and interest for this so important subject. It is crucial this class be given more time in the next course.
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	Dr. Pink took anatomy, physiology and medicine that were taught by two teachers in Milwaukee. Although the examiners had only one hour, in fact the last one in the exam, your committee was soon convinced that the classes in those subjects had been extremely productive. Of great interest were the practical attempts to bandage small wounds like bruises. The students demonstrated impressive skill doing this.
	About the classes in song – just as in all previous courses, these classes served no purpose. The observation committees have pointed out on numerous occasions that the classes must enable the gymnastic teachers to teach the children folk and gymnastic songs on the sports field. This goal is not accomplished by forming a student choir to foster the German men’s choir. And that’s what this course did.
	The last course could do almost nothing for the advancement of fencing instruction. Mr. Geo. Heintz, the instructor, was suddenly called away after only a few weeks work in the school. Classes were dropped almost completely, therefore we cannot talk about any accomplishments. Your committee would like to recommend to the Executive Committee to organize a fencing class at the Gymnastic Teachers Congress as it was done two years ago and thus give the new gymnastic teachers the opportunity to catch up on what they missed.
	The first course in Indianapolis was extremely successful. The eighteen new gymnastic teachers who graduated from it promise to become active supporters of the Gymnastic Union. They appear to be determined not only to find positions in the gymnastic societies and become teachers but also to strive to make gymnastics a common value of the entire American people and gymnastic classes  a regular part in the curriculum of all schools in our country.
	The members of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Hermann Lieber, Mrs. Clemens Vonnegut, Mr. Theo. Stempfel, Mr. Franklin Vonnegut and Mr. A. Metzger who worked wholeheartedly and self-sacrificing for the success of the course in the past ten months deserve the warmest gratitude of the Gymnastic Union. They and the schools’ faculty did this out of enthusiasm for the good cause - the remuneration they received was purely nominal.
	We wish the National Executive Committee success in its endeavors to merge the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary or to move the former into its own home. Meanwhile, the Gymnastic Union may be assured that its school is the best of hands with the Social Gymnastic Society in Indianapolis.
	Presented with Turner greetings by the observation committee:
	G. Rathmann,
	J. Tönsfeldt,
	Heinrich Suder,
	Carl Kroh.
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	I agree with all the basic statements in the prepared by Rathmann report of the Observation Committee. The suggestion that a regular percentage of the grades is necessary to issue a diploma also has my approval, however this can only be done through the Board of Trustees in collaboration with the faculty who are the only authority sufficiently familiar with the teaching process, the importance of the various disciplines, etc. The grades used in Indianapolis go up too one-sidedly and thus give the teacher an assessment which is more positive that it is justified. If the third grade is still equal to ‘good’, there are much too many high grades. The “excellent” as a grade should be removed altogether. The highest grade should be “very good”, the others: good, pretty good, average, poor or insufficient. I certainly hope the project of collaboration between the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and the German American Teachers Seminary will be realized. Until then, one should not aim to establish norms for all eternity but be satisfied with recommending to the Board of Trustees in Indianapolis to set rules for the next course.
	To find more about my interpretation of the final exam results as they are currently available and how it differs from Rathmann’s somewhat in the details, you may see my critical remarks incorporated in the report about the final exam was published in the American Turnzeitung (American Turner Magazine).
	I insert the report below.
	C. Hermann Boppe.


*	*	*
Final Exam of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in Indianapolis.
The Social Gymnastic Society in Indianapolis may point with justified pride to the success of the first course of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary conducted under its management and supervision. The final exam held April 24 – 27 surprised with very good results which prove the Board of Directors’ devotion to duty of the, the diligence and self-sacrifice of the faculty and the earnestness and hard work of the students. The mere fact that the course was compared to the last courses in Milwaukee is a big honor; even if there are some flaws in the results here and there, there are also merits and there is no doubt that the Social Gymnastic Society, intellectually active and loyal to the progressive principles of the Gymnastic Union, has what it takes to lead the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary as well as Milwaukee did. In Indianapolis, as in every other location where the school cannot be brought in close contact with an educational institution suited to the specific needs of the free thinking German American culture, there are limitations to the further development of the school. If the Gymnastic Union wants to continue to develop its Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, to expand its impact so that the teachers it produces become pioneers for a free school system and for the cause of gymnastics in the broadest sense of the word, there is only one solution to the question about the school: creating
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a close relationship with the national German American Teachers Seminary.
	This is about something very important and meaningful so all petty concerns should be dropped. Both schools, supported on one hand by the Teachers Union and the School Union throughout the entire country and, on the other hand, the constantly growing stronger Gymnastic Union will become reliable powers in the fight for the German language and the solid German morals. These values are much closer to the free thought of the republic than the narrow minded idiots with roots in religious prejudice, habitual hypocrisy and nativism. The potential and the impact of both schools would rise significantly through harmonious and goal oriented collaboration. Initially, each school will keep its specific features and each will gain strength and benefit from the other.
	We will continue these thoughts on another occasion, though, at this point we want to present a concise critical report about the final exam. We repeat that the first course in Indianapolis was very satisfactory and all who contributed have the right to be proud. If we express critical remarks here and there, these are not intended to reproach because we have the future development of the school at heart. We believe that the highly diligent and hardworking trustees and faculty may find the tips for the next course helpful.
	Present at the final exam were the following in their capacity as members of the Observation Committee appointed by the National Executive Committee: J. Tönsfeldt, Second Speaker of the Gymnastic Union, the gymnastic teachers Suder from Chicago, Ill., and Karl Kroh from Cincinnati, O., additionally J. G. Rathmann from Kansas City, Mo., former meeting secretary of the Gymnastic Union and C. Hermann Boppe from Milwaukee. Gymnastic teacher O. Sputh, currently in Cincinnati, happened to be in Indianapolis at that time and came to the exam. Also, numerous friends of gymnastics from Indianapolis were constantly around, among whom the superintendent of the public schools was seen several times.
	The exam proceeded as planned, only the exam in song was cancelled. Already in past years it turned out to be impossible to grant song classes the importance they should have for the gymnastic teacher. However, singing always brought change to the exam and gave it a certain inauguration. Mornings and afternoons, a powerful song opened and closed the exams. We missed it this time. We cannot evaluate the song classes in the course. There were grounds for critique, however not the teachers are to blame but rather the fact that the syllabus did not allow enough time and the goals could not be set as high as desired. In that regard, the connection to the National Teachers Seminary would be very beneficial and give the song and music classes a completely different character.
	The time allotted for the final exam in Indianapolis was shorter than in the last courses in Milwaukee. We do not complain about this,
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because, in previous years, after the extreme exertions all day long, especially in gymnastics, rushing from one thing to another, the students were obviously exhausted at the end of the exam. Less of all this is definitely better. Mainly, the good impression created at the beginning of the exam does not get forcefully squashed, so to speak. The lead gymnastic teacher Wilhelm Fleck was not able to demonstrate the third part of the material during the exam as this was done in previous courses. However, what one saw, was enough to show him to be a capable teacher who always knows what he wants, has mastered and oversees the entire material. In addition, his solid school education and eloquence do him great service. We also noticed that the students love him while he commanded the right amount of authority - this collegial behavior, where the teacher is always respected as such made an excellent impression. Regretfully, we missed the first day of the final exam which, we are told, offered quite a few stellar performances.
	Mr. Wm. Fleck also taught history of gymnastics. The time of the exam was not enough to show clearly what goals he set and what historical events he emphasized. The class demonstrated good knowledge of dates and facts. We did not see a deeper delving into the spirit of the history of gymnastics. We would also have liked to see the gymnastic literature receive more recognition. However, it is quite possible this was indeed the case during the classes and was just not apparent at the exam. Therefore, we believe that cultural and history of gymnastics ought not to be completely separated as school subjects. If history of gymnastics is taught separately it ought to be more supplemental, scrutinizing individual topics.
	So, in the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, Mr. Wm. Fleck taught practical gymnastics, theory, methodic and history of gymnastics while gymnastic teacher Georg Vonnegut taught gymnastics, meaning free and choreographed exercises for the public school with commands in English. Mr. Vonnegut’s classes complemented Mr. Fleck’s classes admirably.
	The other teachers and school subjects were:
C. E. Emmerich: German and English Language, Education.
	Dr. H. Pink: Anatomy, Physiology, Dietetics and Physical Therapy.
	C. Pingpank: Cultural History.
	G. Heintz: Fencing.
	O. Schissel: Swimming.
	A. Ernestinoff: Song.
	
	All teachers turned out to be diligent and capable, even though practical experience will change the classes somewhat here and there. The classes in Cultural History only scratched the surface, merely offered a broadly outlined overview about the most important events in the world history, rather than delve into the inner motivations of the events, the intellectual connections between them and the actual structure of the culture. Many important names and dates were offered. The subject of cultural history is highly important, no other is so suited to lay the foundation for a successful education, expand the horizon and sharpen the judgment. The classes in cultural
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history must school one in thinking and powerfully foster the understanding of the ideal goals of the Gymnastic Union.
	Education is an extremely difficult subject and, as long as the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary remains isolated, will not reach deep enough into the material. The unequal prior education and skills of the students is the first obstacle. If the subject is taught in connection with the Teachers Seminary, it will be possible to teach various sections to different school classes. The same is valid for other subjects as well, namely language classes. The benefits there will be enormous. The Gymnastic Teachers Seminary has an exceptionally capable teacher in Mr. Emmerich, however the exam in Education did not manage to satisfy us. The students’ answers were often unclear and at times debatable. 
	The exam in the language disciplines on the other hand was outstanding. The results were excellent and we noticed the least inequality in the accomplishments of all previous courses. We would have liked to see that not only familiar but also completely new material was tested. This is the only way for an observer to evaluate precisely the degree of the language competence of each student. For that reason, in the previous exams the emphasis was on the interpretation of an improvised reading material and the writing of a dictation and its translation. Mr. Emmerich deserves a special credit because he knew how to combine the German language classes with introduction to German literature. In addition, we felt the positive impact of the experienced, tactful professor on the subject. The textbooks used were Klemm’s History of Literature for the German classes and Swindon’s 4th Reader for the English classes.
	For the four subjects Anatomy, Physiology, Dietetics and Physical Therapy, the school in Milwaukee had two excellent teachers with long experience: Dr. F. Müller and the old Dr. F. Brendecke. In Indianapolis, all these subjects were taught by Dr. H. Pink. A one-hour long exam was not enough. Apart from that, the exam made a very good impression. Although there were a few confused answers, most students demonstrated good grasp of the material. We especially liked the practical instructions on how to put bandages. We could not see from the exam if various kinds of the laboratory solutions and drawings were used in the class to make it as demonstrative as Dr. F. Müller always emphasized.
	Fencing classes were seriously impaired with the deployment of the fencing instructor Georg Heintz to Annapolis before the classes were finished. The Gymnastic Union should take steps to insure that the new gymnastic teachers graduating this year catch up what they missed somehow.
	Apparently, the swim classes led by the former gymnastic teacher O. Schissel have demonstrated very satisfactory results.
	This year’s class made an excellent impression and we are convince that the gymnastic teachers course in Indianapolis educated a number of truly capable gymnastic teachers who will honor their colleagues from the previous courses.
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	The course’ curriculum was divided among the various teachers and subjects as listed below:
											Hours
 	W. Fleck: Gymnastics, Theory and Methodic					 1327
	(with the class 731 ½ - in sections 559 ½ )
	History of Gymnastics								64 ½ 
Georg Vonnegut – Gymnastics						71
C. E. Emmerich: Language						           121
		  	   Education							36
Dr. H. Pink – Anatomy, Physiology, Dietetics and Physical Therapy		46
C. Pingpank – Cultural History						69
Geo. Heintz – Fencing								69 ½ 
O. Schissel – Swimming							70 ½ 
A. Ernestinoff – Song								37
	Total:								                       1911 ½ 

	The highly responsible Board of Trustees consisted of the following Turners: Hermann Lieber, Clemens Vonnegut Sr., Theo. Stempfel, Franklin Vonnegut and Alexander Metzger.
	The celebration of handing out the diplomas took place in the upper hall of the gymnasium.  It began in a truly dignified manner at 8 pm on Sunday evening. The friendly relationship between the school and the gymnastic society was very apparent. The members of the gymnastic society felt honored that the Gymnastic Union entrusted them with the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary. A large part of the success of the course is thanks to the joyful enthusiasm of all who came in any contact with it. Although the Observation Committee had spoken in favor of the previous awarding of diplomas according to rank, the Board of Trustees chose to hand out the diplomas without ranking but in alphabetic order. We cannot approve this new development even though it saves work and causes a momentary feeling of satisfaction among the graduates. Experience has taught us that ranking the diplomas is necessary in the interest of good progress and its dismissal will surely play a negative role in the future. This would of course make it necessary to set certain rules for the grading process as it was always done during the previous courses. The new idea of differentiating between a diploma and school report seems practical, however one must take preparing the school reports very seriously so that they indeed give the most accurate information about the progress during the course and the abilities of the students after graduation.
	The festivities began with a choir performance by the students, followed by the address of the Chair of the Board of Directors Hermann Lieber:
	“I can well imagine that you, my young students, have been waiting for quite a while now for the moment when you join the gymnastic teachers of the North American Gymnastic Union. This moment has now arrived, the eleventh course and its final exam
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are over and I hold the diplomas of those whom the examination committee deemed qualified in my hands.
	I will leave evaluating the success of our endeavors to those who are competent to do so. However, I know this – the classes were led by capable teachers who embraced their task with particular fondness.
	I can hand you the report that you worked diligently in almost all subjects. However, the material is so extensive that a ten-month long course can hardly educate a perfect gymnastic teacher.
	The fundamentals for such a teacher, though, were put into each one of you – continue to build upon it. If you have the energy to further develop your awakened skills, if you understand that you must reach perfection through self study, then I believe that in a few years there will be gymnastic teachers among you who can measure up to the best.
	Our Gymnastic Teachers Seminary has the goal to build capable instructors for the gymnastic classes. You must strive to be such teachers. The gymnastic culture is entrusted to you, you must guard it. It is a German plant which managed to thrive slowly in this soil, however the care the North American Gymnastic Union gave it for 40 years enabled it to take strong roots and we see its blooms. Now you must take care that the fruit turns out wonderful and plentiful.
	However, gymnastic must begin at a young age, in school. It must be made a public value of the American people. This is one of the main tasks of the North American Gymnastic Union because it seeks the perfect human being.
	Now, my friends, I am ready to hand out the diplomas. I hope that there isn’t anyone I call up who will not prove through his future civic and public life that he is a person whose heart is at the right place.”
	Mr. Lieber proceeded handing out the diplomas – 17 first rank and 1 second rank diplomas. The newly educated gymnastic teachers are Hans Ballin, Herm. Boos, C. A. Cobelli, Aug. Conrad, Ad. Döhla, Jos. Funk, Ernst Heers, Fritz Krimmel, Rich. Meller, Robert Nohr, David Osterfeld, Ad. Oppenheimer, Emil Rahn, Berthold Seifert, Ernst Viehweg, Max Wolter and Fr. Rhein, also Miss Francisca Müller, who stood out with diligence and abilities and proved herself with to the best in the class.
	Next, Mr. Tönsfeldt, Second Speaker of the Union, addressed all present on behalf of the Executive Committee. He said he is pleased to be able to say that the results and accomplishments of this first course in Indianapolis put it in an honorable position to the previous courses. This, he continued, is first and foremost thanks to the good will, earnestness and energy of the gymnastic society to whom the course was entrusted, of the Board of Trustees and the faculty. He emphasized the difficulty of their profession to the new gymnastic teachers, gave them some well meaning words of caution and warned them especially to remain loyal to their work and to the Gymnastic Union and not to hurry on to other job opportunities.
	Next, Mr. Ernst Viehweg read a statement of gratitude on behalf of the graduates,
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and at the end gave each teacher a picture  made up of the photographs of all teachers and students.
	For gymnastic teacher Fleck, however, he had a special memento. He presented him with a beautiful large gold Turner badge engraved with his name and the words “11. Course 1889 – 90 Gymnastic Teachers Seminary” held in a pretty case.
	Mr. Fleck was obviously surprised and thanked with a few heartfelt words assuring his students that even without this token he would remember them fondly. At the same time, he expressed his hope to be able to meet them as successful future colleagues.
	With this, the official event was finished and a merry celebration began in which the members of the Social Gymnastic Society and their female companions joined with gusto. Hermann Lieber held a toast to the Gymnastic Union. C. Hermann Boppe was asked to respond which he did with a long speech met with mighty applause. He cautioned the new gymnastic teachers, looked back at the honorable history of gymnastics in this country and elaborated on the concrete and broad goals of the Gymnastic Union to build a free human race and people. He praised the newly finished course of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary, the Social Gymnastic Society, the Board of Trustees and the outstanding faculty and pointed out the necessity to further expand the school which is only possible if in the future it collaborates with the German - American Teachers Seminary as planned and proposed.
	In another address, Mr. Rathmann gave an interesting overview of the history of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary and spoke with great enthusiasm how very satisfied he is about the success of the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary in Indianapolis.
	Mr. Armin Bohn, the speaker of the Social Gymnastic Society, addressed the new gymnastic teachers and the guests from out of town with a few words. The happy hours dwindled quickly and every attendee left with pleasant memories of the lovely celebration. The entire Gymnastic Union owes its absolutely unreserved appreciation to Indianapolis for embracing and managing the orphaned school with such devotion and energy and taking it to a successful finish. The members of the Board of Trustees and above all the entire faculty proved that the Gymnastic Teachers Seminary could not have been entrusted to a better care!
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Jurius HARDER, 237 Broadway, City.
My dear Mr. Harder: —

I read in yesterday’s Sun the interesting statement that at to-day’s
meeting of the Convention of the North American Turnerbund the
question will be considered whether “the 40,000 Turners of the United
States shall amalgamate with the Amateur Athletic Union.” 1 suppose
this statement is erroneous, but I confess I feel some apprehension
that its publication may produce misunderstanding or mischief. In my
opinion the surrender by the Great North American Turner-Bund of
its individuality or of its management of its own affairs would be a
distinct loss to the cause of Athletics. The beneficial thing for both
bodies and for the general cause is alliance — not amalgamation, and
that is the existing relationship which has resulted primarily from the
conferences and correspondence last fall and winter between you and
your associates on the part of the Bund, and myself on the part of
the A. A. U. Indeed, so far as a voice by one body in the affairs
of the other is conccmcd, the delegate from yours is a member of the
Board of Managers of the A. A. U., thus having a voice in the di-
rection of its affairs; while the A. A. U. has no voice or control
whatever in the local affairs or management of the Bund; nor can I
foresee how the A. A. U. can have a voice in any of the internal
affairs of the Bund — unless in the highly improbable contingency of
a dispute between organizations of the two bodies.

Let it be distinctly understood that there is no desire on the part
of the A. A. U., and there is no plan proposed by that body for the
future for an “amalgamation of the 40,000 Turners with the A. A. U.
nor do we favor any scheme that would obliterate the identity or im-
pair the power, the dignity or the usefulness of your grand organiza-
tion. What is desired is a continuance of the useful and friendly
alliance that exists to-day, leaving to the future the solution of any
question of more intimate relationship that may be desired by either
of the great bodies.

I feel confident that every delegate to your convention will ap-
prove the maintenance of a friendly alliance, from which either party
may withdraw in the event of a disagreement.

With my best wishes for the success of the convention, and kind
personal regards. I am Yours very truly,

A. G. MiLs,
Com. on Legislation, A. A. U
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Sik:—Should you find desirable to have a small button, as an insignia for your
members, or for your delegates, in place of a badge, we are prepared to make such
work any metal desired, and we guarantee our work for its unsurpassed elegance
in design and workmanship.

Should you determine to have any such work done, the writer will gladly call
on you at any time and place you may appoint, and give you whatever further
information you may wish.

Respectfully yours,
e Excersior Burton Co.





