The following interview between Drs. J. O. Richey and Charles A. Bonsett was recorded at University Hospital, March 31, 1976.

Dr. Bonsett – We are talking about the old school on Senate and Market Streets and going to be talking about the development of the Medical Center where we were discussing Dr. Frank Wynn who is was one of Dr. Richey’s teachers at the time this taped commenced.  I’d appreciate it if you would tell us something about Dr. Wynn.
Dr. Richey – Well, he was quite a naturalist and he had been in, as most people were in those days, in Vienna for a year.  He had a son, James Wynn, who became, he was my intern when I was a resident here and that would be in 1919 and 1920.  And James Wynn then went on to Peter Van Brigham  in Boston to finish his residency.  He came back here and died of tuberculous peritonitis.  Frank Wynn was very active on the staff here until he fell off of a mountain out in Glacier National Park.  He has a mountain named for him there.  I’d like to say one other thing about Dr. Wynn, I think it’s lost sight of so often.  He established the scientific exhibit in the American Medical Association and the late Dr. Rice and myself were asked to represent the school in Atlantic City one time to commemorate that establishment of the scientific exhibit.  But he was responsible for that.

Dr. Bonsett – What kind of a man was Wynn as far as personality is concerned?  Was he quite or…

Dr. Richey – He was a rather quite man.  He was not a man that appreciated any stories and rather peculiar sense of humor.  I can remember him talking one time to welcome the students which was imitating a bluejay.  A noisy sort of individual as compared to some of the other more quite birds.  He was quite a naturalist as I’ve said, so that came natural for him.  Very quick and abrupt in his movements.

Dr. Bonsett -  What about Dr. Moon? 

Dr. Richey – Virgil Moon was very close friend of mine as well as teacher.  He just died about 4 or 5 years ago down in Florida.  He was our professor of pathology and bacteriology.  He had an assistant, Basseninger who did most of the bacteriology teaching.  He was quite a guy.  He finally left here and went to Jefferson Medical College as the professor of pathology there.  While there he wrote a text book on surgical shock.  

Dr. Bonsett – Do you recall when this one was taken?

Dr. Richey – I was with Dr. Moon on a fishing trip up through Wisconsin.  We were in the delta in Wisconsin on a pleasure boat and the boat sank.  We were lucky to escape.  I remember this very well.  This picture, that was when I was a resident.  This was Guthrey, a man who went up to Hobart, IN., Wynn, and Harshmen.  

Dr. Bonsett – Do you remember when the Long…………..that was before you here in school.

Dr. Richey – Yeah, it opened in  l914 and we came out here to do clinics in l917 and then I was, as I said, extern in l918.

Dr. Bonsett – What can you tell us about Dr. Barnhill?

Dr. Richey – This is not Dr. Barnhill.  This is Dr. Turner.  

Dr. Bonsett – Oh, I’m sorry.  What can you tell us about Dr. Turner.
Dr. Richey – Well he was a very eccentric Britisher who taught physiological chemistry.  Very well educated.  His parents had been missionaries, I think in China, I’m not sure where, but anyhow, that was his background.  His usual words were, by the by when he started to tell us something and one of my classmates said that, there’s a guy that can always can find a reason why nothing will work.  I’m just giving you….. he was actually a very fine fellow and a very close friend.  But, quite an eccentric individual.

Dr. Bonsett - Here’s one with Wynn and his son together.

Dr. Richey – Yes, oh yes.  It’s in front of the Long Hospital.

Dr. Bonsett – Now here is one, I believe this is your graduating class, isn’t it?

Dr. Richey – That’s just part of it.  This was a reunion.

Dr. Bonsett – Here’s the rest of it.  

Dr. Richey – Oh yes.  That’s right.  It was quite a robes? gallery, you know it?

Dr. Bonsett – In your opinion, who is the most distinguished one in your class?

Dr. Richey – Well let’s see.  That would be, well I don’t know.  I thought we had a heck of a good class.  Russo? Probably.  He’s still living by the way.  

Dr. Bonsett – Did you have any bad eggs in your class?

Dr. Richey – Well I don’t like for that to be on record.

Dr. Bonsett – I would be satisfied with a yes or no to know it worthwhile to look into that aspect of things any further or not.

Dr. Richey – No, not really.  Off the record.  We had one morphine addict.

Dr. Bonsett – Oh, okay.  That seems to be a problem with every class.

Dr. Richey – Is that right?  Well, he was a brilliant guy.  Hughes was his name and he was a very wonderful man.

Dr. Bonsett – There’s a question mark on this one.  Are you able to identify this man?

Dr. Richey – That’s Dr. Whales.  DeWilk? Whales.  Ear, nose and throat.  He and Barnhill wrote a textbook on ear, nose and throat.  I don’t know how most distinguished, but Dr. Matt Winters is there.  He was professor of pediatrics.  

Dr. Bonsett – Yes, I remember Dr. Winters.  Very fine man.  How about Dr. Oliver?

Dr. Richey – Oh, he said some nice things about me to the girl I married.  So I have a very kind feeling toward him.  He was a great guy.  Just a marvelous guy.  Witty and one of the best men I ever saw to uphold decent medical ethics.  He was marvelous.  He had a very great sense of humor.  I can tell you a story about him.  We belonged to the literary club together, Indianapolis Literary Club, and the late Senator Bevridge?  read a paper one time in which he was comparing medicine and law and Bevridge was decrying the fact that law was so stale on precedent and nothing new and so on and medicine was always progressing.  Finding out something new and different.  Oliver kept fidgeting around.  Everybody knew he was going to say something.  He stood up and he said that he always knew that law was flat, stale, and unprofitable but he never hoped to hear of a lawyer to stand up and confess it.  (Lots of laughter)  He was an orthopedic man. 

That isn’t Dr. Gatch is it?

Dr. Bonsett – Yes it is.

Dr. Richey – I never saw him look that way.  He said about the late Dr. Thayer at Johns Hopkins, Thayer came here on a consultation once, and he said that Thayer was too of a darn dude.  (lots of laughter)  He must of just come here then.  He looks younger there, that’s the reason I was a little hesitant, younger than I ever remembered him.  

Dr. Bonsett -  Isn’t this the old St. Vincents Hospital down on South Street?

Dr. Richey – I’m not too familiar with that.  I think that’s right though.  I’ve been by there many times but I don’t remember this front here.  

Dr. Bonsett – How about this gentleman?

Dr. Richey – Is that Taylor? , professor of pediatrics?

Dr. Bonsett – Is there a name on the back of that one?  I don’t recognize that one myself.  

Dr. Richey – Hoskins, that’s right.  Hoskins in pediatrics, that’s right.  Hoskins I think had, I think it was either 3 or 4 boys, all of which had tubulomuscular dystrophy.  And I took care of one of them for years.  Hoskins died fairly early.

Dr. Bonsett – I know you remember this man.  That was taken about the time he came here.  That’s Alex Ross.

Dr. Richey – I thought it was but I never remembered him looking that young.  (laugh)

Was that Ulrich?  Yeah.  Now he was the resident when I came out here as an extern.  He was just leaving and I had very brief contact with him.    I think was the first resident Long Hospital had.  I think I’m right on that.

Dr. Bonsett – Now this is what the Long looked like at that time isn’t it?  It’s all open up on the top.

Dr. Richey – I was responsible for converting that top.  We had no place to put our contagious diseases so they used to put them down in the basement in southwest corner of Long Hospital.  It was a miserable place.  By the time we did this, we thought we could convert that top floor to a place for a contagious ward and that’s what we did.  And there was enough money from the sale of property that Robert Long had left to finance that.  The property had increased that much in value and it cost more to convert that to a contagious ward than the hospital cost in the first place.

Dr. Bonsett – Here is a view of the library when it was in Emerson Hall.  Do you remember when the library started?  Or let me put it another way, when you were in school, what was your access to a medical library?

Dr. Richey – The City Library primarily.  I remember being assigned some work to do and the City Library was at the corner of Meridian and Ohio Streets.  Where the Hilton Hotel now stands.  They had a pretty good medical department as it went then and you could go there.  That was essentially the library.

Dr. Bonsett – Do you have any recollection of when Frank Wynn and others of the old medical school put the plaque to John Bobbs in the St. Clair Street Library?

Dr. Richey – No I don’t know when that happened.  There used to be signs along the road out to the cemetery at Oaklandon on Old 67 about this lady that was the victim of the first gallbladder operation.  

Dr. Bonsett – Do you remember Mr. Neff?
Dr. Richey – Oh yes, Bob Neff.  

Where was this, in the old medical school building?

Dr. Bonsett – I presume it’s the old one but I’m not certain.

Dr. Richey – East sun porch, Long Hospital.  Oh I remember that, yeah.  They had the Social Service department there too.  

Dr. Bonsett – This looks like a young one of Dr. Irwin.

Dr. Richey – My goodness did he ever look that young?  I knew him then.  Wow, he was my resident.  Grand guy.  

Dr. Bonsett – I don’t think you would have known this individual, that goes back too long ago and I’m not certain when he died.  That’s Dr. Woodard.
Dr. Richey – Woodburn.  No I didn’t know him.  I’ve been to his old house many times down in Bloomington.  The University used that a long time and Joe Franklin lived there for a good many years.

Dr. Bonsett – I think here is one when Riley Hospital was being …

Dr. Richey – Yeah, I recognize that.  Cabbage patch.  On south of that was a pond out in there and it had grown up with horseweeds.  You could hide in there anytime you wanted.   The boys put a pole up with a flag on it, “Neff’s Pond”.

Dr. Bonsett – Here is one I thought a lot of.

Dr. Richey – Frank Forey.  He was from my home community.

Dr. Bonsett – He had been a school teacher.

Dr. Richey – Yeah, down in Rushville.

Dr. Bonsett – Isn’t this the old Norway Sanitarium here?

Dr. Richey – Well it looks something like it, yes.  By the way, the daughter of Albert Stern just died suddenly up at the hotel.  She was here a couple of weeks ago.  Came up here on a visit and died that night.  They found her dead in the morning.  That’s Dr. Reed’s wife.

Dr. Bonsett – Now here’s one that says it was taken in l948 and it’s the 45th reunion of the Medical College of Indiana.  Do you recognize any of those people?

Dr. Richey – l948?  Well that’s Combs of Terre Haute, Carmack, Eberline, Harger back there.  Funny how pictures get distorted.  I’d have to study that a while.  Combs was probably president of the State Medical Society then.  

Dr. Bonsett – This man?

Dr. Richey – Frank Hutchens.  He was our teacher in neuropsychiatry they called it.  

Dr. Bonsett – What did he have to do with securing the campus out here?  Are you familiar with that?  I’ve been told from one source that he was the individual responsible for picking this area for the Medical Center and for securing the ground for it.

Dr. Richey – I can’t answer that.  Now I tell you, Meyers wrote a book.  I think I could find the answer to that if you want it.

Dr. Bonsett – I have Meyers book.

How about this gentleman?

Dr. Richey – Is that McCaskey?  Carl McCaskey, ear, nose and throat.  Isn’t that funny… it amazes the youth of those individuals.  That’s Dr. Lehman I bet.  Ear, nose and throat.  He started the broncoscopy here, he and Dr. Mote.  One day they had a kid come in from Franklin that had inhaled a grain of corn and they were trying to get that out in the darkroom over there at Long and Dr. Garshweller, a urologist came in the door and got tangled up in the light cords and put the lights out and the broncoscope in the kid’s throat and the kid gave a powerful cough and the grain of corn flew out.  (lots of laughter)  But they were so mad at Garshweller, just furious, messing around in their darkroom.  

Dr. Bonsett – Would your laboratories have looked like this when you were in school?

Dr. Richey – Well now let’s see.  I don’t know.  The first classes at IU receiving their ? in chemistry in this laboratory at Wile Hall.  That looks familiar.  

Dr. Bonsett – Did you have your classess  then – oh sure that would be before Meyer Hall was built. Sure. 

Dr. Richey – Oh yes.  Professor Clarence May.  He just died a short time ago.  He was my patient.  

Dr. Bonsett – Can you tell us something about the early development of the campus here at the center.

Dr. Richey – Well when Long Hospital, when I first knew it, it was there where it is now without the Clinical Building which was put on it in l937.  Over here between here and Riley was a frame building which housed the nurses for a while.  Also where this sycamore tree is, south of Emerson Hall, was another wooden frame house where some of the nurses were housed too.  Then they had to do away with those then they did this building and clean up this place out here which was horrible.  It was a weed patch and water and all that sort of stuff.  Then they got a house down on, I’m not sure if it was Senate or Capital, down there close to downtown where they housed the nurses.  One day Henry Ostrum was a patient, he was a builder and had married one of the McQuerters?, by the way he was a brother-in-law of Frank Hutchens the neurologist, but he was a patient of Emerson’s in Long Hospital when a bus drove up and discharged a bunch of nurses.  He asked Dr. Emerson what that was all about.  Emerson said they had this place down on Senate, whatever the street was, and Ostrum remarked that that was down in the redlight district and Emerson was shocked at that.  He never realized that at all.   As a result, this stucco temporary building just west of Long, was built as a result of that.  Henry Ostrum built that just as a temporary place for the nurses.  And it’s still in use.  But that’s the way that came to be built.  I think Riley, after the Medical School, was the next building that was built.  I met James Whitcomb Riley once with Dr. Enslinger in whose office I stayed when I was a medical student and I was with him.  He took me to the Columbia Club and Mr. Riley used to sit in the corner by a bay window that they had then.  It was known as Riley’s corner.  He died that winter and his body lay in state over at the State House.  I can remember that vividly.  It was just across the street from where we were going to school.  

A bunch of men, including Dr. Oliver, Dr. Barnhill, Dr. Page, Hugh McKay Ranmun, Peter Riley, and James W. Fesler and a few others, their names are on a plaque over there on the floor at Riley, got together and they instituted this drive for funds for Riley Memorial Association and they built the Riley Hospital, the original one.  Then, I think, I’ve forgotten which was the next one, I think Coleman was next.  That was in l927 Coleman Hospital was built.  I’m not sure whether that was before or after the Ball Nursing Home was built.  And that’s that and then the Union Building.  Board of Health Building was built in there sometime.  I don’t recall just how and then they moved from this place down west and the University got this building.  And then there’s a frame building adjacent to it.  That was a part of the war building up in Lake Forest I believe.  It was moved down here, because we needed more room, as a temporary measure and it’s still used.  Dr. VanNys once remarked, the most permanent things around this place were temporary buildings.   

Dr. Bonsett – Do you recall when they put the addition on Emerson Hall.  You know originally that was a rectangular building.

Dr. Richey – Yes, that’s right.  Yes, that was a few years later.  I don’t remember just how many.

Dr. Bonsett – Do you recall in the original building, where the library was located?

Dr. Richey – I think it was always in that southwest corner wasn’t it?  

Dr. Bonsett – I don’t know.

Dr. Richey  - Yes, on the second floor.  I think it was always there.  I don’t remember it being elsewhere.  

Dr. Bonsett – From what I’ve read, the library started about 1927 so I suppose the students would still used the downtown library, wouldn’t they, for ….

Dr. Richey – Oh the hospitals had some books, if you could find them around the city and over here.  That was just looking up where you could find them.  I always went down to the City Library.    (Dr. Richey moved away from the microphone and I couldn’t hear the name he mentioned) he started a practice in his office.  I was associated with him for a number of years.  He came here I believe it was 1912 or 14, I’ve forgotten which as Dean.  I was very much impressed with him.  I was an extern over at Long in my senior year and got to him very well.  Did a lot of laboratory work for him.  He had written a textbook in clinical diagnosis which was used all over the country.  It was THE book at the time.  And Emerson’s background, he had been in Paris, and then in Vienna, Berlin, all around and Johns Hopkins.  He did an extensive work on the pressures in the pleural cavity and so on.  He has a number of reprints on that.  Very polished gentleman.  He was, before he came here, superintendent of the sanitarium, I don’t recall the name, it doesn’t matter.   But while he was there, he was an associate professor of medicine at Cornell.  Then he came from there to here.  Had his regular ward rounds.  Marvelous individual.  He was a short, chunky man.  I had a roommate, Bill Depers, when I was in Enslinger’s office.  Bill Depers was a good mimic of anyone and used to mimic him all the time.  He took a lot of beating that way.   Well he was what you might call, class.  I was very much flattered when he invited me to come to his office.  

Dr. Bonset – Now he was able to practice medicine and be Dean of the University too.

Dr. Richey – Yes.  There was no full time man then at all.  There were all part time.  The professor of surgery was Dr. Gatch.  Well I say, no full time men.  The pathologists and people in the basic sciences were essentially full time men.  They could do autopsies and things like that and medical legal stuff on the side but they were essentially full time men.  Emerson was.  He had his own office down in the Humanser Building where I went with him and Dr. Bond who was a cardiologist.  The first electrocardiogram was set up in the basement of Long Hospital and it was in three sections.  There were three little rooms to house the electrocardiograph machine.  One of duties, when I was an extern, was to get that thing ready when they were going to do an electrocardiogram.  Only one done every once in a while.  One side of the wall was full of switches and you had to do all those by hand.  It was my business to see that they’d make contact.  So they all had to be polished and sanded and so on.  It was quite something.  He brought that here from Johns Hopkins.  He ran the electrocardiograph machine for Louellis Barker at Johns Hopkins.  

Dr. Bonsett – Whatever happened to that equipment, do you know?

Dr. Richey – I don’t know.  I wonder about that too.  I didn’t ask Dr. Bond.  He was my patient too.  I took care of him for years but I don’t know whatever happened to it.

Dr. Bonsett – Did Burton Meyer practice medicine down in Bloomington too?

Dr. Richey – No.  He was strictly an academic man.  

Dr. Bonsett – Did you have an occasion to meet him?

Dr. Richey -  Oh yes.  He signed me up in medical school.  He was quite a guy.   We always worked in pairs and we were all assigned a body.  Two of us assigned a body.  Rudus? and I had this body and Christmas came along we hadn’t finished dissection of the abdomen and we decided t stay over instead of going home on our vacation, we’d stay and finish our dissection of the abdomen.   Then we had to give an oral examination to the professor and we got the dissection done.  He’d quiz us on it.  Dr. Meyers, head of the department, said that he’d give us our examination.  So we told him one day that we were ready for the examination the next morning.  It was a Saturday morning.  He said I will meet you at 8:00 o’clock.  So we were there at 8:00 o’clock and he quizzed us all before noon.   We got through around noon.  We got through about noon.   On the abdomen, he asked us the embryology, and everything.  It was the most thorough examination I ever had and Rudus? and I both made an A on that.  I was mad at him because he made me miss my train home.

Dr. Bonsett – At what aged did you decide you were going to medical school?

Dr. Richey – I was in the third grade in a little town of Wasco, Indiana.  Dr. Clouser and I were classmates, we were in our third grade of school and we decided that we were going to be doctors and we both did.  He became quite a surgeon at Muncie, Indiana.  He’s been dead a good many years and we both taught school.  I taught for five years, he only taught for one or two.  He graduated ahead of me.  That’s about it.

Dr. Bonsett – Where did you teach?

Dr. Richey – Flora, Indiana.  My first school was out in the country.  They put two country schools together at a little place called Eygpt in Carroll County and I taught there the first year and then I went to Flora, Indiana and I taught the 7th and 8th grades and the next year became principal of the high school and was principal there for two years.  Then I came down full time to the University at Bloomington.  

Dr. Bonsett – You were how old then when you got your M.D. degree?

Dr. Richey – Oh gee, I don’t know.  I don’t remember.  It was in l918.  I was born in 1891.  What would that would be?  

Dr. Bonsett – You taught right out of high school.  I was trying to see when…. You didn’t have any college education at that time to….

Dr. Richey – Oh I went to school in the summer time.  I was getting all my pre medic work then except I spent one full year on the campus before I entered medicine.  The first time I went to school was at Valparaiso.  The old Valparaiso University, not this one.  It went defunct finally.  And I got the biggest thrill of my life up there.   

Dr. Bonsett – How many years of college were required to get in the Medical School at the time you entered?

Dr. Richey – Well our university was unique.  There were only three schools at that time, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, and Western Reserve that required pre medic college work and Indiana was the fourth that required that.  It was set up that way.  You had to have two years at that time and then you got your bachelors degree when you were a sophomore in medical school.

Dr. Bonsett – Did you have any physicians in your family?

Dr. Richey – No.  Never.

Dr. Bonsett – I just wondering what at an early age would ….

Dr. Richey – We had a very marvelous family doctor.  When he’d walk down the street of our little town, the people would almost bow to him.  He was held in such esteem and we thought he was our kind of people.  

Dr. Bonsett – What was his name?

Dr. Richey – Clark.  Dr. Clark.  Gentle, kindly, sympathetic.  Just a grand guy.  

Dr. Bonsett – Have any idea where he got his education?

Dr. Richey – I don’t’ know.  Well there were really two, there was a Dr. Robinson too.  He broke down with tuberculoses and went out West.  He died out in Denver.  He was another one in our town.  We had two very, very fine men.  That’s where we got our idea of going to be doctors.

Dr. Bonsett – Now when you were a resident, who was your Chief?

Dr. Richey – Emerson.  Emerson, then Bond, then Gatch.  I decided I was going to be a surgeon and I spent one year of my residency in surgery.  Then I found out I wasn’t interested in all that.  I was interested in what is the matter and how to get well.  So I went into medicine.

Dr. Bonsett – Now Emerson was dean for a long number of years.

Dr.  Richey – Up until l913.  

Dr. Bonsett – What actually happened, do you know, when he went to China on a sabbatical?  

Dr. Richey – Well they didn’t call it, I never heard of that term, sabbatical, in those days.  No, the Rockefeller Institute asked him to go over there in China and he went.  Of course, resigned as dean and Gatch succeeded him.  

Dr. Bonsett – It was a simple as that?

Dr. Richey – I know what you’re after but I don’t want to . . . .there were a lot of hard feelings.

Dr. Bonsett – The politics, no I’m not interested in that.  There always that aspect of it.  

Dr. Richey – They are both very wonderful, wonderful men, very close friends and I don’t want ……

Dr. Bonsett – Do you remember what year that was?

Dr. Richey – l931, I think, maybe 1932.

Dr. Bonsett – And then Dr. Gatch was dean through the 40’s I believe, and then Dr. Van Nys.

Dr. Richey – No, it wasn’t as simple as that.  Dr. Gatch was relieved as professor of surgery before Emerson resigned for a short period of time.  Dr. Oliver was chairman for a year or two.

Dr. Bonsett – I didn’t know that.

Dr. Richey – And then Dr. Sam Smith was brought in as Provost to kind of smooth things over, run things.  Gatch resigned, I think it was in l9…, it was after World War II.   When they passed this rule that you had to resign or you couldn’t be a chairman of a department after the age, Gatch was then 67 and of course they told him he could no longer be dean after that.  That created a lot of bitterness on Gatch’s part and all that.  Then Gatch resigned and Dr. Forey, Dr. Winters and myself were appointed as a committee to be dean until they appointed a new dean and VanNys was our executive secretary.  And VanNys had been a resident of mine in medicine.  So when they appointed the new dean, after a year, we were this committee of three who ran the school for them and Dr. VanNys who had been our executive secretary, became dean.  That was the way that came about.  

Dr. Bonsett – What about Dr. Smith?  Did you know this man, Sam Smith?

Dr. Richey – Oh yes, very well.  He was a psychiatrist.

Dr. Bonsett – The story I hear is that he was responsible for getting the library started here.  Do you know anything about that?  That is getting the legislature to advance sums of money sufficient to build up a library.

Dr. Richey – I didn’t know that.  That’s something new to me.

Dr. Bonsett – The story I had on that was that he brought a group to the library and they had only a few books out on the shelves but he neglected to take them to the basement to show the stacks but merely pointed out that this was what they had and that more was needed.

Dr. Richey – That could be right, but I never knew the story.  

Our committee were confronted by a very serious situation.  There was a great move on them to make some of the men full time men in the clinical years and Huber had been brought here by Dr. Gatch in charge of the Coleman Hospital.  Huber wanted to be on a full time status.  That was placed before our committee.  We had a heck of a time but there was a lot of antagonism against that at that time and we kind of … oh, we wanted to appoint Huber as chairman of the department and I was assigned to see Dr. Beckman, who was after Burkhart, to see Beckman about resigning as chairman of the department and that was a ticklish thing to do and Beckman was a very close friend of mine too.  I didn’t want to do it but I was pressured into it.  I was just cogitating about it and dragging my feet all I could and one day we got a letter from Beckman resigning from the chairmanship of the department so I never had to talk to him.  Huber was one of the first full time men.

Dr. Bonsett – Well, I think we just about used up our hour and we don’t want to go beyond that.  I want to thank you for taking this time to spend with us and telling us what you have and I think what we ought to do, is to work up a little something from this and then we’d like to get back together again with you later.
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