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M I N U T E S 

JOINT MEETING OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
NATIONAL OFFICERS OF THE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

Kansas City, Missouri 
November 8 - 9, 1982 

Monday afternoon , November 8, 1982 

Th e meeting of the Board of Directors and Nati onal Officer s of the Future Farmers 
of America was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Scott Neasham, National FFA 
President, in the Husic Room .of the Radisson Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, Missuri. 
Those present in addition to President Neasham included: 

Board of Directors 

Curtis Corbin, Jr., State Supervisor, Agricultural Education, Atlanta, GA 
William Dannenhauer, State Supervisor, Agricultural Education, Dover, DE 
Ralph Dreessen, State Supervisor, Vocational Agriculture, Stillwater, OK 
Thain e McCormick, Director, Office of Occupat ional Specialties, U.S. Department 

of Education, Washington, DC 
Duane M. Nielsen, Chief , Program Improvement Systems Branch, Division of National 

Vocational Programs, U. S. Department of Educat ion, Washington, DC 
William B. Schreck, Head Consultant, Agricultural Education, Springfield, IL 
Les Thompson, Program Specialist, U. S. Department of Educat ion, Washington, DC 
J. W. Warren, Chief Program Access Branch, Division of State Administered Programs, 

U. S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 

Ex-Officio Members 

Byron F. Rawls, Chairman, Board of Directors, and Program Specialist , Agriculture, 
Agribusines s and Natural Resources Occ upati ons, U. S. Department of Education, 
Washington, DC 

J.M. Campbell, Treasurer, FFA, and Assoc i ate Direct or, Agri cultural Educati on, 
Richmond, VA · 

C. Coleman Harris, Secretary, Board of Director s , and Pro gr~m Specialist, Agriculture, 
Agribusiness Occupations, U. S. Depa r tment of Ed ucati on, Washin gton, DC 

Boa r d of National Officers 

Scott Neasham , National President, Newton, Iowa 
John Pope, National Secretary, Maiden, North Caro l ina 
Scot t Watson , Nat i onal Vi ce President, Gallatin, Mis souri 
Melanie Burgess, National Vice President, Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Randy Hedge , National Vice President, Grannis, Arkansas 
Jack Stewart, National Vice President, Douglas, Wyoming 
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Consultants 

*Herman· Brown, Professor, Agricultural Education, Texas A & M University, 
College Station, TX 

*Dale Butcher, Vice President, NVATA, West Lafayette, IN 
*Ira A. Dickerson, Acting Head, Department of Agricultural Education, University 

of Georgi a, Athens, GA 
Clark W. Hanson, Supervisor of Teacher Education in Agriculture, South Dakota 

State University, Brookings, SD 
*Tom Jones, Past President, NVATA, Marana, AZ 
Layton Peters, President, NVATA, New Ulm, MN 

*Robert J. Tuttle, Vice President, NVATA, Eckert, CO 
*Edgar P. Yoder, Assistant Professor, Agricultural Education, The Pennsylvania State 

University, University Park, PA 

Others present for all or portions of the meeting 

Wilson W. Carnes, Administrative Director, FFA, and Editor-in-Chief, The National 
FUTURE FARMER Magazine, Alexandria, VA 

Robert W. Cox, Executive Director, National FFA Alumni Asso ciation, Alexandria, VA 
Harry J. Andrews, Director, National FFA Supply Service, Alexandria, VA 
Glenn D. Luedke, Director of Advertising, The National FUTURE FARMER Magazine, 

Alexandria, VA 
John M. Pitzer, Senior Editor, The National FUTURE FARMER Magazine, Alexandria, VA 
Ted Amick, Program Specialist/Contests, FFA, Alexandria, VA 
David Miller, State Supervisor, Agricultural Education, Baltimore, MD 
Robert A. Seefeldt, Program Specialist/Awards, FFA, Alexandria, VA 
Lennie Gamage, Program Specialist/International, FFA, Alexandria, VA 
Tony Hoyt, Program Specialist/Leadership, FFA, Alexandria, VA 
Cameron Dubes, Director of Information, FF/\, Alexandria, VA 
Bernie Staller, Executive Director, National FFA Foundation Sponsoring Committee, 

Madison, WI 
Kim Havens, Assistant Executive Director, National FFA Foundation Sponsoring 

Committee, Madison, WI 
Steven R. Greene, Assistant Executive Di rector, National FFA Foundation Sponsoring 

Committee, Madison, WI 
Harold D. Lineberry, President, National FFA Alumni Association, Nashville, TN 
James P. Clouse, Professor, Agricultural Educati on, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University, Blacksburg, VA 
R. b. Hagan, District Supervisor, Agricultural Education, Jefferson City, MO 

1. INVOCATION The chairman called upon Scott Neasham, National FFA President, 
to give the invocation. 

2. ~DJUS TMENTS TO AGENDA -- Adjustments were requested by the chairman, however, 
no adjustments were necessary. 

*Messrs~ Brown, Butcher, Dickerson, Jones, Tuttle and Yoder, Consultants to the 
Board of Directors were unable to attend the meeting. 
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3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES It was moved by John Pope (Dr. Nielsen)** 
seconded by Randy Hedge (Mr. Schreck) and carried that the Minutes of the 
July 19-22, 1982, Meeting of the Board of Directors, and the Govern ing 
Committee Minutes of October 13, 1982, and October 18, 1982, be approved. 
(A PPEND! X A) 

Mr . Rawls briefly explained the participation from Massachusetts i n the National 
FFA Convention . 

MOTION -- It was moved by Randy Hedge (Mr . Dreessen) seconded by Jac k Stewart 
(Mr . Dannenha uer) and carried that the National Advisor follow up by letter 
after t he convention to determine the standing of the Massachusetts Association . 

4 . APPOINTMEN T OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE Scott Neasham presented the slate 
of delegates designated to serve on the Nominating Committee, as follows: 

Jim Gotschall, (Chairman) Nebraska Scott Schoenburn (Vice Chairman), Oregon 
Nanci Mason, (Secretary) Mis si ssi ppi Rodney L. Morris, Illinois 
Luis R. Torres, Puerto Ri co Tracy Claycomb, Wyomi ng 
John E. Carl son , North Dakota Gary Larrowe, V'irginia 
Alden Bowman, Vermont 
James W. Warren, (Consultant) Di stri ct of Columbia 
James P. Clouse, (Cons ultant) Virgi nia 

The structure, system , procedures and function of the Nominating Committee was 
discussed at grea t detail. 

MOTION -- It was moved by Mr. Dreessen, seconded by Dr. Nielsen and carri ed 
to sustain the slate of delegates to serve on the Nominating Committee as 
presented by the National Offi cers. 

5. FINANCE COMMITTEE/TREASURER'S REPORT -- Mr . Dreessen, Chairman of th e FFA 
Finance Committee, stated that t he committee met this morning at which time 
th ey rev iewed the Audito r ' s Report for FY 1981-82 . Mr. Dreessen t hen suggested 
that Mr. Campbell continue the report. Mr. Campbel l l ed an item by item rev iew 
of the FFA Consolidated Statement of Income and Expense for the period' September l, 
1981 thro ugh August 31, 1982. Several questions and concerns were raised in the 
discuss ion that fo llowed. Mr. Campbell stated that the FFA Organizat ion i s st ill 
operating on a sound financial basis. 

MOTI ON -- It was moved by Mr. Dannenhauer (Jack Stewart) seconded by Mr. Schreck 
(Melanie Burgess) and carried to have the FFA Auditors prepare and present at the 
January, 1983 , Board Meeting a graphical explanation of the financial status of 
t he organization as of the end of the fiscal year. 

MOTION -- It was moved by Scott Watson (Mr. Schreck) seconded by Randy Hedge 
( Dr. Nielsen) to accept the FFA Finance Committee and Tresurer Reports. 

**Parentheses indicate joint action by the National FFA Officers and Board of Directors 
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MOTION -- It was moved by Dr. Corbin (John Pope) seconded by Dr. Nielsen 
(Melanie Burges~) and carried to distribute the Consolidated Statement of 
Income and Expense Statement to the delegates, instead of the "Pie" chart, 
to give a more accurate description of the financial condition of the 
organization. 

6. CONVENTION ACTIVITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES Mr. Harris led an item by item 
review of the 1982 National FFA Convention Staffing Plan, which was followed 
by a brief report by the 11 Convention Managers pertaining to their areas of 
operations, ,including Mr. Staller, and Mr. Lineberry, President of the FFA 
Alumni Association. 

7. APPROVAL OF AWARDS/DEGREES 
Agriculture. 

The Honorable John Block, Secretary of 

MOTION It was moved by John Pope (Mr. Schreck) seconded by ;Jack Stewart 
(Mr. Dannenhauer) and carried to confer the Honorary Amer ican Farmer Degree 
to the Honorable John Block, Secretary of Agriculture. 

8. 1984 PROPOSED NATIONAL FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP Mr . Bob Seefeldt, FFA Program 
Specialist/Awards, distributed to the Board a proposal for a National Follow-up 
SOE Workshop to be held in July, 1984. He then briefly explained the proposal, 
including committee structure, financing, participation, time table and the 
proposed budget. 

MOTION -- It was moved by Scott Watson (Mr. Thompson) seconded by Randy Hedge 
Mr. Warren) and carried to implement the Proposal -for the 1984 Follow-up 
National SOE Workshop. Approval from the Foundation Board of Trustees to be 
obtained by mail ballot. 

9. AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE APPEAL One American Farmer Degree appeal from 
Louisiana was brought before the Board. The application and correspondence 
from the State Office was distributed and reviewed by the Board members . 

MOTION -- It was moved by John Pope (Dr. Corbin) seconded by Scott Watson 
(Mr. Dannenhauer) and carried that the decision of the July Baord meeting 
be reversed on Don J. Robichaux of Louisiana. 

The meeting was recessed at 5:20 p.m. 

Tuesday Morning, November 9, 1982 

The meeting was reconvened at 8:15 a .m. with all members of the Board present. 

10. REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY NATIONAL OFFICERS OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 

Article V, Section B, Paragraph 2 - Membership - (Recommend pass 5 to 1) 
Article VI, Section D, Item 1 - Active Membership Degrees and Privileges -
(Recommend pass 5 to 1) 

Both amendments were discussed at great length. 
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MOTION -- It was moved by Scott Watson (Dr . Corbin) seconded by John Pope 
(Mr. Danne nha uer ) and carried, if passed by the delegates , Art i cle V, Section 
B, Par. 2, be foot noted in the Official FFA Manual that when a person has 
comple t ed th e maximum (all that is offered) number of vocational agri culture 
cour ses dur in g hi gh school , this person will be eligible for active membership 
i n the FFA as long as he/she has in progress a supervised agricultural occu­
pational expe ri ence program . 

11. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY 1981-82 NATIONAL FFA OFFICERS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Randy Hedge presented a combined report of the National Officers. (APPENDIX B) 
Mr . Rawls commended the National Officers fo~ a job well done during the past 
year . He i ndicated, as a group, they recognized, discussed and acted on the 
issues at hand and, to date, not one negative report has been rece i ved about 
the 1981-82 officers' team. 

MOTION -- It was moved by Mr . Warren , seconded by Mr. Scheck and carri ed that 
t he Board accept the 1981-82 National Officers' Report and Recommendat i on s, 
and commend th em for a job well done . · 

12. OVERVIEW OF LEGAL MATTE RS Mr. Wi lson Carn es , Admi nis t rative Director, 
bri efly reported on FFA 's Tax Exemption - 501(c)(3) wh i ch is a blanket 
exempt ion. Due to th e fact that the FFA Organization i s respons i ble for 
the tax exemption, s ubsequent l aw changes and unreported taxes by sc hoo l s 
coul d become a problem. Mr. Rawl s stated that the Auditors are examin ing 
t hi s ma t ter and may have a recommendation at the January Board Meeting . 

13. AGREEME NT WITH U.S . DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ON BOARD MEMBERSHIP -- Mr. Rawls 
cal l ed at tentio n to the Agreement with the U.S. Department of Education pe r tain i ng 
to Board membership, which was mailed to the members of the Board of Di rectors 
and Nationa l Officers prior to this meeting. The Agreement was di scussed with 
t he FFA At torney, who stated that it was legal and in compliance wi th P. L. 
81-740 . 

MOTION It was moved by John Pope (Mr . Warren) seconded by Jack Stewart 
(Mr. Dannenhauer) to accept the "Agreement with U.S . Department of Education" 
pertaining to . FFA Board Membership . 

14. PLANS FOR JANUARY 1983 MEETING -- The next meetings of the National FFA Board 
of Directors and National Officers will be held at the National FFA Center , 
January 24-27, 1983; the Finance Committee will meet on January 23 , 1983 . 
The FFA Foundation Board of Trustees will meet on Friday, January 28, 1983 . 

15 . FFA TREASURER TO RETIRE It was announced by the chairman that Mr . Julian 
M. Campbell, FFA Treasurer, will retire December 31 , 1982, after 22 years of 
service to the FFA Organization . The Board discussed that the FFA Governing 
Committee will take action in the interim. 
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MOTION -- It was moved by Scott Watson, seconded by Melanie Burgess, 
that the FFA Board of Directors and National Officers commend Mr. Campbell 
for his 22 years of dedicated service to the National FFA Organization and 
extend to hi m a sincere vote of thanks. The Motion Carried Unanimously 
and was followed by a standing round of applause. 

16 . ADJOURNMENT -- There being no further business to come before the Boards, 
the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 

Byron F. Rawls, Chairman 
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M I N U T E S 

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

GOVERNING COMMITTEE 

October 18, 1982 

The meeting of the Governing Committee was called into session 
by Byron F. Rawls, Chairman. Individuals present were Mr. Les 
Thompson and Mr. J. W. Warren, both members of the committee. 

It was moved by J . W. Warren, seconded by Les Thompson and 
carried to grant special permission for Mr. Bob Book to wear 
a replica of his FFA jacket during his speech as Chairman of 
the FFA Foundation Sponsor i ng Committee. He will indicate 
that being ineligible to wear the jacket, he will serve ~he 
FFA as Chairman of the FFA Foundation Sponsoring Committee 
for 1983. 

Res pee t_f~~ ~~l!.b.mit ted, -:: 

/ / :;;;~ /~ 
C. Coleman!"l:l·arris, Secretary 



MINUTES 

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

GOVERNING COMMITTEE 

October 13, 1982 

(APPEND! X A) 

The Governing Committee, conisting of Mr. J. W. Warren, Mr . Les Thompson 
and Byron F. Rawls met in the U.S. Department of Educatio n to discuss the 
matter of partic i pation from the State of Massachusetts in the Na tio nal 
FFA Convention. 

It was moved by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Thompson and carried, that 
Mr. James L. La wba ugh, designated officia l for the responsibility for 
vocational agri cul ture, be called and informed that no applicants ha d 
been received in the National Office for Massachusetts FFA members for 
American Farmer and Proficiency awards; No teams have been cert i fied, 
and no delegates have been certified . The cal l would inform Mr. Lawbaugh 
that without certification teams could not participate in contests, and 
without certi ficati on the State of Massachusetts will not have de legates 
seated in Kansas City. 

Note: Mr. Lawbaugh was called on Thursday, October 14, and he indi cated 
that he would submit certification for the teams and delegates from 
Massachusetts. He further indicated that someone would accompany 
the students to Kansas City. We discussed briefly the necessity of 
having this kind of documentation and participation , otherwise i• 
would jeopardize the Rarticipation of FFA members from the s tate 
Massachusetts. Since that time certification of the delegates 
teams were ~eceived; dates were waived for receipt of the se, a 
the delegates and teams will be allowed to ~articipate. 



(AP PEN DIX B) 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE 1981-82 NATIONAL FFA OFFICERS 

1. Stay the course as far as putting vo-ag instructors on the Board. 

2. Recommend feasibility study be done on National Parliamentary 
Procedure Contest and Creed Contest. 

3. Recommend in-house independe nt travel agent to handle all National 
Officers, staff and student travel, i.e. : WCP, WEA, State Presidents, 
etc. 

4. Propose a trial run for January Board meeting which allows all business 
to be brought before the full Board without going through the committee 
process, due to rebundency. 

5. Suggest National FFA Foundation conduct a Fall Business and Industry 
i:our including all National Officers if feasible. 

6. We strongly recommend that t he Board give more consideration to the 
thou~hts and concerns of the National Officers and Consultants because 
they are working on the grass roots level. 

7. We suggest that this Board take action to secure strong national leadershi 
for vocational agriculture/ FFA, regardless of Federal presence. 

8. We cordially would like to thank the National Board of Directors and 
Chairman Byron Rawls for their cooperation and invaluable time in 
helping orientate and advise National Officers on the issues regarding 
our organization. 
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