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Third CHUCKSTRONG Tailgate Gala
raises a record $720,000+ for research
at IU Simon Cancer Center
April 25, 2015

INDIANAPOLIS – The CHUCKSTRONG Tailgate Gala on Friday night set a record, raising the most money

in its 3-year history for cancer research at the Indiana University Melvin and Bren Simon Cancer Center.

Hosted by the Indianapolis Colts and head coach Chuck Pagano at the Indiana Farm Bureau Football Center,

the tailgate gala raised more than $720,000 through corporate sponsorships and live and silent auctions. The

total also included $50,000 that was given by the coach and his wife, Tina, as a matching gift.

"The doctors, the scientists, the researchers, that's who we're honoring tonight," Coach Pagano said. "They're

selfless, selfless people. They spend their entire lives trying to find cures for cancer. That's what this event is

all about, raising money for cancer research. Our goal is hopefully to find a cure for all blood cancers.”

Pete Ward, chief operating officer of the Indianapolis Colts and chairman of the cancer center’s development

board, shared the credit of the successful event. “The Colts are honored to host the CHUCKSTRONG

Tailgate Gala for the third consecutive year in support of the IU Simon Cancer Center and the vital research

they do here in our community. This event would not be possible without the tremendous support we receive

from our local companies and foundations.”

Top-level "touchdown" sponsors for the event were Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, DairyChem, the

Efroymson Family Fund, Huntington, Lilly Oncology, and Sol and Kay Raso.

Amid a celebratory atmosphere with Colts cheerleaders and more than 50 players, guests at the tailgate gala

participated in activities such as a 40-yard dash, punt returns, and tackling stations on the Colts practice field

before they turned their attention to raising money for cancer research.

Funds from the tailgate gala will be used to support cancer research projects that accelerate the translation of

laboratory discoveries to the bedside of patients in Indiana and beyond. Research is at the heart of

supporting advancements to find better ways to prevent, detect and treat cancer.

“On behalf of the IU Simon Cancer Center, we are humbled by all who have made this event happen,” said

Patrick Loehrer, M.D., director of the IU Simon Cancer Center. “By grasping the importance of cancer

research in successfully treating his leukemia, Coach Pagano is leading a call to arms to the Colts family and

our community to do the same for all types of cancer. Our cancer researchers and the patients in Indiana and

beyond are better because of the coach’s passion and the entire Colts organization.”

In all, the CHUCKSTRONG initiative has raised $2.5 million for cancer research at IU after Pagano was

diagnosed with acute promyelocytic leukemia nearly 3 years ago. Last year, the event raised $661,427. The

inaugural event in 2013 raised $650,322. The sales of CHUCKSTRONG T-shirts and wrist bands and other

donations raised an additional $454,600, bringing the first-year total to $1.1 million.
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The public can still participate in the CHUCKSTRONG Champion social media campaign for a chance to win

a VIP Game Day Experience, which includes two tickets to a 2015 Colts home game, pre-game sideline

passes, a meet-and-greet with Coach Chuck Pagano, and a personalized game ball featuring the name of

the winner’s CHUCKSTRONG Champion.

Fans are encouraged to share a photo on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook or Vine and to include a few words

about why the person represents the qualities of CHUCKSTRONG: strength, perseverance, compassion,

love, family, community, serving and giving back. Photos should be tagged #CHUCKSTRONG. The deadline

for entries is 5 p.m. Friday, May 12. To view entries or submit a photo directly through the CHUCKSTRONG

Champion page, fans can visit www.colts.com/CHUCKSTRONGchampion.   

As part of the campaign, the Colts will also match the first $10,000 in donations to the Colts Foundation to

support research at the IU Simon Cancer Center. Donations may be made at

www.colts.com/giveCHUCKSTRONG.                        

Research conducted at the IU Simon Cancer Center is widely known. Among the accomplishments:    

Researchers and physicians have transformed the cure rate of testicular cancer from 10 percent to nearly 95
percent today.
Researchers have gained international recognition for the treatment of breast, gastrointestinal, genitourinary,
hematologic and thoracic cancers.
Researchers and physicians are recognized nationally for the bone marrow and stem cell transplantation
program.
The Susan G. Komen for the Cure Tissue Bank at the IU Simon Cancer Center is the world's only healthy breast
tissue bank. By studying normal tissue, scientists accelerate research for the causes and prevention of breast
cancer.
Nearly 50 basic scientists and clinicians work to improve outcomes for pancreatic cancer patients in the Center
for Pancreatic Cancer Research.

The IU Simon Cancer Center is one of only 68 National Cancer Institute-designated cancer centers in the

nation. NCI-designated cancer centers are recognized for meeting rigorous criteria for world-class, state-of-

the-art programs in multidisciplinary cancer research. NCI-designated cancer centers put significant

resources into developing research programs, faculty and facilities that will lead to better approaches to

prevention, diagnosis and treatment of cancer.
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News briefs
ACS Institutional Research Grant Competition; applications due
May 1

This grant provides support for beginning investigators to
enable them to
initiate their independent research program. Applications
are due May 1.
more>
​
Wanted: Mentors for Summer Research Program

Cancer center members are needed to serve as faculty mentors for the 2015
IU Simon Cancer Center Summer Research Program, which is June 1-July
24. By placing students with faculty mentors, students gain insight into a wide
range of basic science, translational, and clinical research activities. Mentors
facilitate and guide the students toward completing a research project,
encourage students to explore the field of biomedical science, and provide
students access to professional networks. Mentors receive $1,000 toward the
purchase of lab supplies for the student(s) and project(s). Please contact Dr.
Hari Nakshatri, Dr. Rebecca Chan, or Rebecca Silbermann for additional
information.
 

IU grad delivers Special Seminar on May 6

C. David Allis, PhD, will present the Special Seminar on Wednesday, May 6.

Dr. Allis will present "Varying the Terrain of Epigenetic Landscapes:
Implications for Human Cancer." He is the Joy and Jack Fishman Professor
and Head of the Laboratory of Chromatin Biology and Epigenetics at the
Rockefeller University in New York. 

Dr. Allis studies the DNA-histone protein complex called chromatin, which
packages the genetic information that exists within
each cell and serves as a means of gene regulation
that lies outside of the DNA itself — the basis of
epigenetics. His foundational research on the
unexpected regulation of gene activation by
modifications to proteins that package DNA, work
with implications for many diseases including
cancer, earned him a 2015 Breakthrough Prize in
Life Sciences. The prize recognizes “transformative
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Allis

advances toward understanding living systems and
extending human life.” A $3 million cash award
accompanies the Breakthrough Prize, making it the
richest prize in the life sciences.

Dr. Allis is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Among his many honors are the 2014 Japan
Prize, the 2011 Lewis S. Rosenstiel Award for Distinguished Work in Basic
Medical Science, the 2008 ASBMB-Merck Award, the 2007 Gairdner
Foundation International Award, the 2004 Wiley Prize in Biomedical
Sciences, the 2003 Massry Prize and the 2002 Dickson Prize in Biomedical
Sciences. Dr. Allis earned his master's and doctorate degrees from IU.

This Special Seminar is 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. May 6 in Walther Hall, R3-Room
303/305. Refreshments served.

Annual Report to the Nation on the Status of Cancer
is released

The North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, the American
Cancer Society, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and the
National Cancer Institute recently issued the Annual Report to the Nation.
The report shows that mortality and incidence for most cancers continue to
decline.
full story>

Cancer center members in the news

James Fletcher, MD; Ted Logan, MD; Gary Hutchins, PhD; and colleagues
wrote "Whole-body PET/CT evaluation of tumor perfusion
using generator-
based 62Cu-ethylglyoxal
bis(thiosemicarbazonato)copper(II): Validation by
direct comparison to
15O-water in metastatic renal cell carcinoma." It was
published in Uro Today.
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