

















































































































Shannon Brown's lowa roots feed her musical spirit

") hannon Brown’s new Corn Fed
% CD is truly autobiographical.
“ Consider it a sonic sketch of the
% sojourn she has experienced as
her dream has taken her from a small
town in lowa to Nashville, Tennessee.
“The album starts with ‘Corn Fed’
and ends with a &=
song called ‘Small
Town Girl,” which
are two songs that I
co-wrote,” she says.
“I wanted it to be a
beginning and an
end because to me,
they are bookends.
One starts out with
who I am, where
[ am from, how I
was raised and how
proud I am of that.
[t shows my integ-
rity, just who I am
as a person.

“*Small Town
Girl’ talks about
how when you have dreams, you
dream to leave the nest and go fulfill
those dreams. But in the end, after
your journey, you realize that you just
want to be who you were when you
left, and never let that go. I've come
tull circle, knowing I love to sing. But
it doesn’t make me who I am.”

Nestled in between those songs
are irresistible selections that run the
gamut musically, from “Big Man,” a
rocking, tongue-in-cheek song that is
a cross between country and AC/DC;
to “Lightning,” a song that pays hom-
age to female strength; to ballads such
as “Turn to Me” and “Why.”

“The common thread is that these
are all experiences and personal jour-
neys that I've taken,” says Brown.

The journey began in Spirit Lake,
Iowa, a resort town on the Minnesota
border, built along three natural lakes.
That’s where her mother and father, a
guitarist and bandleader, owned sev-
eral clubs and restaurants. “I would
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go with my mom when she was clean-
ing the disco and I would dance on
the dance floor with the lights going,”
Brown says. “I was always onstage,
[ was always performing, whether
it was for me or my pretend audi-
ence. [ was that typical kid with the
hairbrush, always
singing in the mir-
ror or bathtub, just
a little ham.”

Although she
sang in choruses,
show choirs and
pageants, she didn't
dare dream of a
recording career.
“There has never
been a time when
[ didn’t sing,” she
says. “But I was
never the girl who
; looked in the mir-
B ror and said, ‘T’'m
b going to be a su-
perstar one day.’
[ lived in a little town in Iowa and
[ just truly never thought it would be
a possibility.”

That all changed at age 17, when
she began singing on karaoke nights
every Thursday at her parents’ club.
Her father asked her to sing just to
get the crowd going, but pretty soon
the crowd was returning just to hear
Shannon. “One night, my dad came
up to me and said, ‘You could do it.
You could be a professional singer.
[ think you have what it takes.”

Her parents believed in her so
much that they dedicated their lives
to help launch her career. For nearly
six years her father ran sound and
her mother handled lights as she per-
formed about 180 shows a year.

“I am convinced that it is all about
timing and my past experiences, and
what I went through were stepping
stones to get me to this place today,”
Brown says. “I have no regrets.
[ wouldn’t change a thing.” @
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Q: What kind of pictures do
turtles take?
A: Snapshots.

Kayla Andrews
Martin, Georgia

Q: How do you communicate
with a fish?
A: Drop him a line.

Luis Orozco
Stockton, California

Q: What flower is between your
nose and chin?

A: Tulips.
Chris Bishop
Worcester, Massachusetts

Q: Why did the quarter stay behind
while the penny crossed the road?

A: The quarter had more cents.
Robert Simmons
Greensboro, North Carolina

QQ: How do yvou know that puppies
are naughty?

A: Because they're in the doghouse.
Michael McEnany
Nevada, lowa

(): What is it called when you put a
car and a cell phone together?

A: An automobile.

Gaby Mendoza
Rio Rico, Arizona

The Agrinuts
By Jim Bradshaw and Michael Bettendort

YOU SHOULD HIRE ME
AS YOUR SUPERVISOR.

I'VE. BEEN SUCCESSFULLY
SUPERVISING YOU ALL DAY.
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" Q: What did the duck say to the

clerk after buying Chapstick?

A: Put it on my bill.
Carrie Corl
York, South Carolina

(): What did the glove say to
the ball?

A: I'll catch you later.
Ceasar Arceo
Parlier, California

Bob: Hey, Tom! Nice trumpet you
have there.

Tom: I borrowed it from my
neighbor.

Bob: I didn’t know you could play
the trumpet.

Tom: I can’t. And now my neighbor

can’t either.
Dan Andrews
Wauneta, Nebraska

Q: Why didn’t the chicken cross
the road?
A: Because somebody made a joke

every time she did it.

Emily Webb
Sikeston, Missouri

(): What kind of bird has eyes
at both ends?

A: A peacock.
Mark Bronkema
Pearl City, lllinois
(Editor's note: Mark raises peacocks and
says he made up this joke while doing his
chores one day. He says a peacock’s long
feathers are called eye feathers.)

Q: Why did the cow buy a CD
player?

A: So he could listen to his moosic.
Donnie Arnold
Corydon, lowa

Q: Why did the owl say to the
other owl?

A: Hoo Hoo are you?
Jayde Wuori
Rolla, North Dakota

Q: Where can a monster always
find friendship?

A: In a dictionary.
Marlana White
Cuba, lllinois

We pay $5 for each printed joke.

Because we receive so many jokes, we
can't acknowledge receipt of submissions.
E-mail jokes to newhorizons@ffa.org or mail
to FFA New Horizons, P.O. Box 69860,
Indianapolis, IN 46268. Entries that do not
include the following will not be considered:
name, street address or rural route (no P.O.
Box addresses) and your FFA chapter.

P“ZZIer by Matt Gaffne
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ACROSS
1 Fast food place started by
Colonel Sanders
4 National FFA Convention award
winner Catalanatto
2 Piece of corn
10 Grin
11 “Much ___ About Nothing”
(Shakespeare play)

12 Filmed

13 Mark Palmer and Dan Luckey’s
FFA chapter
15 Computer owner
16 Piece of furniture in a classroom or
an office
20 One state where Jasmine Medley says she
wouldn’t mind moving for school or work
22 “Livingto "
(national FFA convention theme)
25 Material used to pave roads
26 A second time
27 Greek letter
28 “  fast!” (“Slow down!”): 2 wds.
29 6-0 or 6-4, in tennis

DOWN
1 Actor Reeves

Becomes dimmer
“Master and Commander” actor Russell
Concerning: 2 wds.
___Gore (Australian who spoke at the
national FFA convention)
Tear apart
“Nice job!” in Spanish
Mr. Flanders, on “The Simpsons”
New FFA president _ Jett
New FFA central region vice president

Play hockey, for example

Jay who hosts a show late at night
____Francisco

Self-absorbed person’s problem
Animal that'’s attracted to trash

Several clues are based on stories in this
magazine. See solution on page 27.
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" FFA Across the USA

Dispatch_es_fr:om '_?:FA__Ch_apt'ers across the nation
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Dirty work

The Northwestern FFA Chapter rural soil judging team
went to Marion County in October to compete in the
state soil competition. It’s the first time the chapter has
sent a team in two years. The team placed 39th out of 55
~____ teams in the state. Even

B ” ~ though they didn’t win

North Carolina

Slow-moving vehicles ast Lincoln FFA
In October, eight m nual Killian

volunteered at the fifth an e ot s e
Ch?tire Engine and Tractor Show. nds free of trash. were proud to represent
?Mrér;qin charge of kee_Pirtf; l’zl‘eai:c(:: odeo hosted by t}]BiI' chapter. The team
They also competed 10 Club. John Alden showed his 1 1ncl.uded (from left)
the Stumptown Tractﬂz Slaced second in the slow- \\ Emily I(ru.eger,

e ]Dzn"[p}?eell;eliixnmembers saw th15§ iea;mwork e \ ]gzlﬁis,:;l}il;;é( \}f(&ielcox
or rac ity an | i
g;;tormnit}’ to d}splg;?ﬁﬁﬁtﬁige local com- ShEAUE) i and Eri(:“.a Lang.
and to show their ’CO .+ to help out again next year. . O = Ht?pomng by Janessa
munity. They caul L V‘j'al left: ].T. Thomas, Don i Y - Hill, Northwestern
hing, 1O ] ~ FFA Chapter reporter

amlme.
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FFA chapter

exchange€ |

In July, 12 mem- :

bers of Nevada's 2
Ruby Mountain
FFA Chapter
traveled to
Algona, lowa,
and six mem-

ton High
Fyvery year memb Brockton te %hildren bers of theA
o A Chapter do their part tO educa 5 Algona FF
. iet 0[; animals during their annual_llziet ;I;g Chapter jour- A LN
il . 1{10&1 elementary schools and chiiCCe neyed to S FFA chapter exchange. Th
g b uided children through their Nevada, as part oflan erience agriculture
St B 1glandle the animals. The mem- purpose of the switch was 10 eXPd o meet other FF A
bers also held thel.r o nembers. While 10 lTowa, Neva ?1 e they picked sweet
ing their FFA advisor AI a l] a m a enced life on a Midwest farm, wher i Tae
pic:k, wash, prepare 4§ e e d drove ]ghn Deere tlr?ctors; ;g S o
I . v , -lfﬂ _. -J TR ; . e on -
and boil the nuts @ T FFA members experle;fifedd;ive < and looked for gold

Students from the
high school visited

the ag building riences enjoyed by the

her, Ruby Mountain FFA

expe
Lo thet diy ¥ He%orting by Brant Schumas
Zl’;fgutf;e asty =) Chapter reporter
Reporting by the KNS | o :
New Brockton g ! What's happening in your chapter*

Send your news, along with a high-quality photo, to:
FFA New Horizons P.O. Box 68960, Indianapolis, IN 46268

e-mail: newhorizons@ffa.org

FFA Chapter

30 ffa/new horizons




~ Delo

ractor

restoration competition

FFA students from all over the country
have finished a winner in our
competition...YOU could be next!

With the 2006 TRACTOR
RESTORATION COMPETITION

FFA Students! We want to give you cash

for restoring your classic farm tractor

from the inside out. Amaze us with
your restoration effort and you could
WIN up to $2,500!

For additional information on how to
participate and to download the work-
book, call us at (888) 385-4026 or visit
www.chevron-lubricants.com (click on

farming).
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INTRODUCING THE 2006

JUSTIN FFA CHUKKAS.

Justin Boots and FFA* have come together again in 2006 to create The Perfect Pair. This program has been specifically designed
for FFA* officers, members, advisors and families and the pride that they share in the FFA®. The 2006 Justin FFA* Chukkas
combine the strong foundation of the FFA* with the rich heritage of the Justin brand: they have the heart of a leader and the sole of a
champion. No other boot shares the same look or FFA* name. Like the young men and women of the FFA*, these boots are tough,
comfortable and guaranteed to go places. Best of all, each boot sale contributes to future generations of the FFA®.

www.JustinBoots.com

€ 2005 Justin Boot Company - A Division of Justin Brands, Inc. ~ A Berkshine Hathaway Company - P0. Bax 548, Fort Warth, Texas 75101
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