






















































































' .. 

By Erich Gaukel 

n mid-July, 40 young men and 
women from throughout the United 
States came together to attend the 
FF A New Century Farmer Program, 

an annual conference for FF A mem­
bers committed to careers in produc­
tion agriculture. 

With an intense schedule of semi­
nars covering everything from bal­
ance sheets to urban encroachment 
to biotechnology, the participants, 
including Derek Shephard of Okla­
homa, recognized that this was a 
unique opportunity. "Not only just 
the speakers do you get a lot from, but 
from the people that attend because 
you get different opinions and you 
hear different things that are going on 
around the country." 

Among the conference's speakers 
was Dr. Miley Gonzalez, the New 
Mexico Secretary /Director of Agricul­
ture. In explaining the importance of 
advocacy and leadership in produc­
tion agriculture, Gonzalez wasn't shy 
about discussing some of the inherent 
problems in the industry. "We're our 
own worst enemies," he said to the 
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Participants in the FFA New Century Farmer Program 
get an intense, weeklong course to help them find 
success in production agriculture 

students, who sat at tables in a confer­
ence room inside the world headquar­
ters of Pioneer Hi -Bred International 
Inc., who, along with Rabobank, 
sponsored the program. 

Students took notes and pondered 
Gonzalez's remarks as he explained 
how commodity groups, in pushing 
for their own agendas, are fragment­
ing the industry, thereby lessening 
agriculture's overall influence and 
image. Agriculture, he said, needs to 
develop a unified front. 

IT'S PARl OF THE JOB 
That's sobering news for these young 
people who are just entering the pro­
fession and are, for now, just trying 
to figure out the nuts and bolts of 
running their own operations. But 

they need to know about the obstacles 
they'll face and there are plenty of 
them. 

For attendees like Megan Sneesby, 
whose family owns a South Dakota 
feedlot, and Leeson Gord, whose 
family farms 1,655 acres in IlJinois, 
larger-world problems are already 
part of the job. Megan knows she faces 
regulatory obstacles if her family's op­
eration wants to expand. Leeson, who 
lives 60 miles outside of Chicago, says 
the city is encroaching and increasing 
land values are driving agriculture out 
of the area. They're problems, yes. 
But they're not scaring any of these 
future farmers away from production 
agriculture. "I'll be the sixth genera­
tion on the home farm," Leeson said, 
"so I'm looking forward to it." 
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A CRASH COURSE 
John Krohn, an agronomy major at 
the University of Nebraska, liken ed 
the New Century Farmer experience 
to college. There's a reason for that. 
The program presenters included sea­
soned professionals from Rabobank, 
Pioneer Hi-Bred, DuPont, Iowa State 
University, The Gallup Organization 
and Successful Farming magazine. 

Because of time limitations, the 
presenters wasted little time in get­
ting to the issues at hand. "It's really 
specific and the program is tailored 
to just us, so it's been a really good 
experience," he said, adding, "I got a 

ffa/new horizons 

lot m ore information out of thi s than 
som e of my classes. It's good stuff." 

Matthew Britten , an agricultural 
systems managem ent m ajor at Texas 
A &M University, found a central 
theme to the w eek's discussions. "The 
big thing they stressed h ere is to n ot 
be afraid of change" h e said. "If the 
farmer 's not willing to change and 
keep up with today's times, he's going 
to get left behind and his yields will 
show that, his profit maximization is 
going to be affected. " 

LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER 
Participants did get some time outside 
the classroom. The group spent an 
afternoon at an Iowa National Guard 
base obstacle course, where they 
learned about teamwork, worked on 
developing individual strengths and 
got to know each other. 

Phillip Sylvester, who farms in 

Delawa re a n d is work ing on hi s 
master·s degree in agrono1n v I hrough 
an Iow a Stale Univers it y d tstan c 
learning p rogram, enjoyed learning 
from his new fTi ends. ''Even though 
w e may be from all different plates 
throughout the United States, every­
bod y's h ere to do the same th ing and 
it,s really cool for m e to talk to some­
body that 's growing corn in Nebraska. 
I grow com, too, but I migh t grow it a 
little bit differently." 

H e and the o ther 39 program 
participants wrote p ersonal vision 
statem ents during the w eek. It was 
a difficult process for m an y, but the 
process h elped them clarify career 
and life goals. For Phillip , it proved 
to be a milestone. "I've alw ays been 
dreaming about the future, and now 
I'm putting it down on a p iece of 
paper and it's really starting to come 
through." e 
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By Chris Hayhurst 

"th its bustling traffic, 
soaring skyscrapers, 
and swarms of suited 
businesspeople, it's 

hard to imagine a place further from 
farming than downtown Chicago. But 
walk through the doors of the Chicago 
Board of Trade, at LaSalle Street and 
Jackson Boulevard, and you may be 
in for a surprise. 

CBOT, as it's known, is a com­
modities exchange a place where 
licensed members trade agricultural 
products like corn, wheat and soy­
beans, as well as mined valuables 
like gold and silver. Traders, who 
must apply to CBOT for accep­
tance and pay for membership, trade 
either in-person on the "floor" of the 
exchange or electronically from afar. 
Each trade entails the purchase or sale 
of a futures contract, a legally binding 
agreement to either accept or deliver 
a specific quantity of a certain com­
modity at a future date. 

Walk onto the floor of CBOT on any 
business day and you'll find yourself 
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awash in a sea of sweaty brokers, of 
men and women shouting, of hands 
flying and signals flashing. To the 
uninitiated, it's complete chaos. But 
for the farmer using CBOT to his ad­
vantage, the importance of what takes 
place as the deals are sealed cannot 
be overstated. CBOT is critical to his 
existence: It secures a market for his 
products and money for his work. 

PRICE DISCOVERY 
Money rules on the CBOT floor, 

and the price a buyer will pay a 
seller for the commodity he wants is 
determined at the time of the trade in 
a process called "price discovery." A 
variety of factors everything from 
regional and national weather condi­
tions to the findings of USDA crop 
reports are considered by traders as 
they decide the price. If, for instance, 
there's great demand for corn but not 
enough to meet buyers' needs, the 
price will be relatively high. But if 
demand has gone down while the 
supply has gone up, prices will fall. 

Farmers and others in agriculture 
use CBOT to "hedge" the risks they 

Your Money is brought to you by G 

face in what could otherwise be a 
dangerously up-and-down market 
for the products they buy or sell. 
The thinking, if you're a seller, goes 
something like this: "Tell me now 
how much you'll pay for a bushel of 
grain I'll deliver to you later, and I'll 
cut you a deal." If you're a buyer, it's 
the opposite: "Give me a discount, 
and I'll pay you that much money for 
a bushel of grain no matter what the 
going rate is later." 

In other words, farmers sell futures 
contracts and thereby ensure they'll 
receive a certain price for the crops 
they produce, even if, at a later time, 
the market rate for those products has 
gone down (or up). Others buy futures 
to guarantee they won't have to pay 
more than they can afford for feed. 

ACCEPTABLE PRICES 
Richard Bell, the newly-appointed 

Arkansas secretary of agriculture 
and a former Illinois FF A officer, 
belonged to CBOT during his tenure 
as president of Riceland Foods, a 
farmer-owned cooperative handling 
rice, soybeans and other commodi­
ties grown by nearly 9,000 farmers 
in the southern U.S. Working from 
company headquarters in Stuttgart, 
Ark., Bell used the exchange to ensure 
his member-farmers received accept­
able prices for their crops. "We had 
brokers we worked with in the city," 
Bell recalls. "We had an open line to 
them. We'd send in our orders and 
they'd decide when and how to price 
depending on the guidelines we had 
agreed upon." 

Before CBOT, Bell says, farmers ' 
incomes "were at the mercy of the 
merchants. " But not anymore. "Now 
there's a guaranteed price every day 
of the year." e 

Visiting CBOT 
You can learn more about CBOT 
online at cbot.com. Or, if you're 
visiting Chicago, it's open to the 
public for prearranged group tours. 
To schedule a visit, call the CBOT 
Visitor Information Center at 
312-435-3590. 
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Q: Did you hear about the 
kid .. napping in church? 
A: The preacher woke him up. 

Hilary Schaf 
Boggstown, Indiana 

Q: What animal hates doing 
laundry? 
A: A leopard, because he has lots of 
spots. 

John Lovelace 
Ruffin, North Carolina 

Q: What cheese won the spelling 
bee? 
A: The sharpest. 

Sheldon Toler 
Dadeville, Missouri 

Q: Why did the surfer bring 
Neosporin? 
A: He heard there was a big swell. 

Kirk Bergeron 
Minden, Louisiana 

Q: What's the difference between a 
jeweler and a jailer? 
A: One sells watches and the other 
watches cells. 

Alexandria Belden 
Nowata, Oklahoma 

The Agrinuts 
By Jim Bradshaw and Michael Bettendorf 
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I KNOW I ASKED YOU TO 
PAINT MY TRACTOR BRIGHT 
RED. IT LOOKS GREAT, BUT 
THAT IS NOT MY TRACTOR! 
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Jessica Barrington 
West Salem, Ohio 

Q: Why is a dog afraid of the scale? 
A: He is afraid of pounds. 

Sarah Hoover 
Toms Brook, Virginia 

Q: What's a grasshopper's favorite 
sport? 
A: Cricket. 

Chad Greenwood 
Spiro, Oklahoma 

Q: What did the calf put on his 
resume? 
A~ Works well with udders. 

Zane Roubal 
North Bend, Nebraska 

Q: Why did the cowboy buy a 
dachshund? 
A: Someone told him to get along 
little doggie. 

Alissa Koehl 
Hancock, Minnesota 

Q: What starts with an E, ends with 
an E, and only has one letter? 
A: An envelope. 

Laura Martinez 
Quitaque, Texas 

Q: Why did the boy stare at the 
automobile radio? 
A: He wanted to watch car-toons . 

Brianna Adams 
Royston, Georgia 

Q: What did the tie say to the hat? 
A: You go on up a head and I'll hang 
down here. 

Sarah Lubin 
Old Town, Florida 

Tourist: It looks like it's been very 
dry around here. 
Farmer: Yep, it's been so dry my 
cows are starting to give powdered 
milk. 

Jayna Hartzler 
Creston, Ohio 

We pay $5 for each printed joke. 
Because we receive so many jokes, we 
can't acknowledge receipt of submissions. 
E-mail jokes to newhorizons@ffa.org or mail 
to FFA New Horizons, P.O. Box 69860, 
Indianapolis, IN 46268. Entries that do not 
include the following will not be considered: 
name, street address or rural route (no P.O. 
Box addresses) and your FFA chapter. 

10 

12 

13 

18 

19 20 



... -

• • • • 

• , 
I , 

-· -

' • 

, 
• 

- - - - I • 

I 

• 

, 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 0 .. - -

/ 

I 

• • . ~ 

• 

/ 
I 

• 

• • • 

• 

-

• I 
. ~ 

I 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

, , 

I 

• 
• • • 

• 

• 

••• 

' ' 

• 

• 

• 

I 
# 

I 

' 
, 

• 
• • • • 

• • 
•" • • 

• • , 
• • • • • • • 

\ \ 
• • • •• •• 

• 

• 

... -• • 

• 

- - ... ... . .. .. 

• • • • • • • • • t-
• 
' • 

• • 
• 

X' • 

------- • 

.. ... ... • 

• 

• 
I 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• • • • • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 

IS 

'* 

-

. .. -.... · ~ 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
• 

: the nation 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . · · · . . . . . . . . Hurricane relief 

Auction for 
the troops 
Last spring, the 
Pioneer FF A Chapter 
held its 36th an-
nual FF A banquet 
with 250 members, 
parents and guests 

attending. An addition to this year's 
banquet was a live auction. Using his well-honed skills, 
Do' Benz, FF A chapter vice president, auctioned sev­
eral donated items and all profits were used to purchase 
ph op.e cards for the American troops overseas. The 
don4ted items came from local businesses and individ­
uals and included honey and maple syrup gift baskets, 
outdMr attire, a j @hn; Deere model tractor, a John Deere 
umbrella, wallpaper, cleaning supplies and pail, shirts, 
pet care items and more. The event raised $510 for our 
troops. The chapter sends a big thank-you to those who 
made the auction possible and to the many bidders for 
their generous donations. 

Reporting by Aman da Kirchmeyer, Pioneer FFA 
Chapter reporter 

.h of July celebration d m embers 

Th~ Gard 'th the Garber FoU:thk o.d games, includ-
asslste Wl 1 · w1th 1 s h 

. ing and he plng d. turtle races ' t e 
~y otrhg~:ctor pull, the wheat 1~ the three-legged 
1ng e t t g of war an · th the • 
h 1 -hoop contes , u d members, Wl . '!..-..~ 

u a h FF A officers an d the kids ~ 
sack race . TA edvisor Mr. Sneary, arrahnge ames andre-
h 1 of FF a s for t e g 

e p riate age group FF A members 
into the approp. After the games, . s As 
corded the placl~~=~ and ribbons to the w~n~;~ ~d 
h anded out trop ~ ter activities, FFA o c t the 

fundraiser for c ap d d sold hamburgers a 
a pare an ::r..~po~~ m embers also pre FF A w ould like to ~ -

t The Garber even· . 
thank everyone 
who purchased 
the hamburgers 
and provided 
donations. 
Reporting by 
Justin Strate, 
Garber FFA 
Chap[er reporter 
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In September, the Buckeye 
Career Center FF A Chapter, 
located in New Philadel~~..~..L..I..4" 
collected loose change 
the students and faculty in 
the school for two weeks. 
The money, totaling near} 
$500, was sent to the Na­
tional FFA Organization's 

"Seeds of Hope, campaign to help 
the agriculture education families affected by 

Hurricane Katrina. Pictured are the FF A chapter officers (from 
left): Carl Slack, chaplain; Laura Karl, secretary; Jareka Henry, 
presjdent; Mark McDonnell, sentinel; Jeannette Jurkiewicz, 
reporter; Amy Erwin, vice preside~t; Carly Toussant, treasurn .... 
and Alicia Daugherty, student advisor. 
Reporting by Jeannette Jurkiewicz, Buckeye Career Center FFA 
Chapter reporter 

National FFA 
Week a blast 
The Central FFA 
Chapter celebrat-
ed National FFA 
Week in many 
great ways. 
On Tuesday, 
the chapter 

. 

held a muddiest 

vehicle contest and Dean Buss won with his 
Ford Mustang drenched in mud. Brad Kindhart fini h d 
second with his Dodge truck. On Wednesday, the o~c:r 
team made a teacher breakfast. It was also "Blue and Gold 
Day." On Thursday, the members and students dressed as 
far~ers and prizes were awarded to students who brought 
therr tractors to school. The categories for the competition 
w~re least horsepower, oldest and newest tractors. On 
Friday, the members topped off the week with a petting 
zoo: Spencer Toner brought goats; the Eidson family 
brought pigs and chickens; Jacquelyn Haschemeyer volun­
teere_d her pony; Mallory Nall brought lambs; Andy Miller 
prov_Ided the ferret and lizard; Angela Young brought the 
ra?b1ts; and Ashley Knorr brought the calf and her dog, 
Eh. !he chapter thanks Suzy Q's and Jim Bastert Farm 
Equipment for their donations. 

Reporting by Kimberly Heinecke, Central FFA Chapter reporter 

What's happening in y~ur chap~er? • 
Send your news, along with a h_1gh-qu~l~~~o~~'a~· 

FFA New Horizons P.O. Box 68960, Indianapolis, 
e-mail: newhorizons@Ha.org 

ffa/new horizons ---... _________ ~ 
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